


THINKING o f a Career. . .

W hat abou t th e  new  H ealth Service?

NOTTINGHAM is on the threshold of an exciting era in Medical Sciences 
and Nursing, with the building of the new Medical School and Teaching 
Hospital to accommodate some 1,400 Patients — quite apart from other 
major developments and projects at many of our existing Hospitals.

Considerable expansion of these- Services is now well under way, and 
good opportunities are available for young people of ability to train as:—

Radiographers; Medical Laboratory or Pharmacy Technicians; in 
Physiotherapy, Occupational Therapy or Remedial Gymnastics; or any one of 
several other careers with a Medical Sciences background.

Similarly, the new structure in Nursing Careers has opened up first-rate 
prospects for Men, with early promotion to responsible positions, both in 
General Nursing and the Psychiatric field.

For further information on these and other interesting opportunities in 
this vital Public Service, write to :—
Mr John Hewitt, The HOSPITALS CENTRE, 61 Friar Lane, Nottingham,
who will be pleased to help you in any way he can.

. . . you cannot start too early thinking about
your future!



One of the great things 
about leaving school is 

managing your own money.

Whatever you’re going to do Drop in at your local
— start work, go on to college branch of Lloyds bank and 
or university — one thing’s talk things over. \V e’YY give
certain, you’re going to have you a copy of our booklet, 
to look after your money ‘Leaving school?'. As well as
more carefully than ever providing a valuable
before. We think that you’ll introduction to Lloyds, it 
find a bank account very explains how we can help
useful. you in the years ahead.

With a Lloyds Bank 
cheque book you can deal 
with all your expenses. You 
can cash cheques, and any 
regular bills, like club 
subscriptions, can be paid by 
standingorder. Y ou’ll also 
receive regular statements of 
your account so you can keep 
track of exactly how you stand.

And if you’re thinking of 
saving some money, why not 
open a savings account?
We’ll pay you a good rate of 
interest.

Lloyds -  where banking comes to \
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The choice is yours.
We think you’ll agree that not many com­

panies can offer such a diverse range of careers.
Still fewer can match the opportunities that 

exist alongside those careers.
At sea, for instance, you could be anywhere 

from the China Sea to the Mediterranean. W ith 
the chance of visiting more countries in a few years 
than most people would see in a lifetime.

If you’re interested in sport and recreation, 
you’ll find every facility available to you. From darts 
to mountaineering, rugby to ocean racing.

And how would you take to the idea of having 
six weeks paid leave a year that you could spend 
virtually how you want.

Finally, there’s the opportunity to enjoy a 
social life that can vary from meeting the people in 
some foreign port, to enjoying a film in the mess 
with your friends.

But to think it’s strictly a man’s life would 
be misleading. There’s room for the girls too. As 
a member ofthe W omen’s Royal Naval Service
or Queen Alexandra’s Royal Naval Nursing Service career.

your work will be just as absorbing as that done by 
the boys. And you would enjoy much the same 
opportunities tor travel, sports, hobbies and holidays 
that the boys enjoy.

A career in the Royal Navy could take a young 
boy or girl a long way. Further, if you think you 
have the necessary personality and ambition, and 
have at least five ‘O ’ levels (preferably two at A ’ 
level), you could apply for a commission as a 
Naval Officer.

If you would like further details of the 
enormous variety of careers available in the Royal 
Navy, or the Royal Marines, have a talk with your 
Careers Master, or Mistress. O r simply write to the 
following address:

Royal Naval Careers Service (25CBI),
Old Admiralty Building, Spring Gardens, 
London SWlA 2BE.

It’ll take you about fifteen minutes. 1% I  
But what’s that against the rest of your

ROYAL NAVY



Leaving school? 
Come into the world 

of Barclays.
Ask your careers teacher for full details 

about jobs and careers with Barclays Bank; or w rite to th is address 
for a booklet that w ill tell you all you’ll want to know.

BARCLAYS



We've got the job 
you’re looking for
-with a lot more besides.

A s an A rm y O fficer
Regular Commission for a full career. Or Short Service 

Commission for 3 years.
Whichever you choose, it’ll be your passport to demanding 

assignments in a wide variety of location. The Army works and 
trains in about 25 different countries; and there are staff jobs in 
places on both sides of the Atlantic.

After being accepted for an Army Scholarship, or direct entry 
to Sandhurst, and following six months’ training at the Royal 
Military Academy, you are commissioned as a second lieutenant 
(starting pay, £1,825 gross, p.a.). University Cadets and Graduate 
entrants receive their commissions before training.

As one o f  the P rofessionals
If you’re over 17 J you can join the Army and enjoy plenty of 

opportunities to travel.
You can join for 3, 6 or 9 years. Choose from over 200 Army 

jobs and trades. Find more friends, more interesting things to 
do, more time for playing sport.

And you can start at up to £25 69 a week. Under the new 
Notice engagement, you can leave on 18 months notice at any 
time after serving your chosen minimum period.

As a Junior Soldier
When you’re 16 or over you can begin a fast-moving career 

through an Army junior entry scheme.
Join as an Army Apprentice, Junior Leader, or Junior 

Infantryman.
You’ll get expert training on the finest modern equipment; 

plenty of time for sports and hobbies; starting pay of nearly £  12 
a week; and you’ll soon be going places.

In the W om en’s Services
Here’s every girl’s chance to find a really interesting career.

In the Women’s Royal Army Corps there’s a wide range of 
worthwhile jobs. You’ll travel (some jobs take you abroad), make 
new friends, and live a life that’s never dull. And you can join at 
17 years.

Or you can enter as a qualified SEN or learn to be a medical 
clerk, dental clerk assistant or ward assistant. All in Queen 
Alexandra’s Royal Army Nursing Corps.

The QA’s will welcome you if you’re 17 or over. You’ll be 
well paid from the start and you can make a full career, or leave 
at any time after serving a set minimum period (18 months 
notice required).

M ake the first m ove by getting all the facts. C all in at, 
or w rite to , th is a d d ress:

ARMY



W hat do exams 
really mean when
you leave school?

Atthe Midland it is not 
only exams that count— 
important as they are.
We care about people 
and their needs.
You will want a job you’ll 
enjoy. Why not find 
out about the many 
advantages of working 
forthe Midland straight 
from school. Friendly 
people—many about your 
own age—both boys and 
girls. Interesting work ... 
with plenty of variety.
Lots of leisure facilities too.

Thousands of boys and 
girls leaving school have 
found it the happiest place 
to start. Why not you?
Later perhaps you will 
wantto come and tell us 
about yourself—but first 
why not write for our 
booklet to:
The District Staff Supt., 
Midland Bank Ltd., 
Beaumont House,
135 Granby St., Leicester, 
LEI 6FF

M idland  B an k
A Great British Bank 

and a great place to  w ork



Be one of 
the world's

most wanted people.
Qualify as a 

Chartered Accountant.
For some career-hunters the world’s welcome may be 

a little less than warm these days. But with an ACA in 
your pocket you’ll find your talents very much in 
demand.

You’ll find you’ve got freedom too. Freedom to 
choose how you work and where you work.

Whether you prefer to operate in industry or 
commerce, in private practice or in public service, 
your training will be a passport to the top jobs. What’s 
more, your professional qualification will be as highly 
rated abroad as it is here.

The rewards arc limitless. But it’s a career that calls 
for real ability, toughness of character and the will 
to succeed.

If you think you rate, you ought to get the facts.
Now.

I--------------------------------------------------------------------- 1
Please send me the facts on a career as a Chartered Accountant.

Chartered Accountants' Hall, Moorgate Place, London, EC2R, 6EQ.



On my way to  s c h o o l some m onths ago I  o v e rh e a rd  a  la d y  a sk in g
a  p u p i l  o f  t h i s  s c h o o l th e  m eaning o f  th e  m o tto  on h i s  b l a z e r ,  and 
I  was amazed when he r e l u c t a n t l y  a d m itte d  t h a t  he d id  n o t  know. The 
sc h o o l m o tto  i s  (n eed  I  s a y  i t ? )  "Tenax P r o p o s i t i " ;  w hich e v e ry  Henry 
M e ll is h  s c h o o l boy sh o u ld  have en g rav ed  on h i s  h e a r t ,  a l b e i t  on h i s  
b la z e r  p o c k e t.  However, th e  e lu s iv e  m eaning o f  th e s e  cu n n in g ly  
c o n tr iv e d  words seem s to  have e sc ap ed  th e  v a s t  m a jo r i ty  o f  M e ll is h  
" s c h o la r s "  and th e r e f o r e  I  taj^e t h i s  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  end  one o f  th e  m yths 
su rro u n d in g  o u r s c h o o l:  The sc h o o l m o tto  i s  n o t  a  coded m essage , n o r
i s  i t  an  anagram , n o r  an e x h o r ta t io n  to  th e  pow ers t h a t  b e .  I t  i s  
L a t in  and means i n  s im p le  E n g lis h  -  " S t ic k  to  Your P u rp o se"  -  o r  words 
to  t h a t  e f f e c t .  No doub t many M e l l i s h  o ld  boys have fo llo w ed  t h i s  
a d v ic e  and found i t  u s e f u l ,  and i t  i s  to  be hoped t h a t  f u tu r e  
g e n e ra t io n s  o f  E n g lis h  c i t i z e n s  w i l l  c o n ta in  a  co re  o f  e x -M e llis h  
p u p i l s  fo l lo w in g  t h e i r  o ld  s c h o o l m o tto  "Tenax P r o p o s i t i . "

The E d i to r s  w ish  to  th an k  th e  o f f i c e  s t a f f  f o r  a l l  t h e i r  
in v a lu a b le  work in  th e  p r e p a r a t io n  o f  t h i s  m ag az in e .

c o n t e n t s

E d i to r s :  M.R. B en n e t, D. C o s ta g l io la

A rt E d i to r :  G. L ees

E d i t o r s '  A s s i s t a n t s :  N. Howard, P . R u sh to n .

P h o to g ra p h ic  S e rv ic e s :  S .D . Hunt

School Notes

House Notes 
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Stories, Poems,

2,3
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10- 38
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Quizzes- 
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44



In  J u ly  we s a id  f a r e w e l l  t o  Mr. Bottom s who l e f t  us t o  ta k e  u p  s t a t i s t i c a l  work w ith  
th e  new C ounty A u th o r i ty .  He w i l l  be a f f e c t i o n a t e l y  remem bered n o t o n ly  f o r  h i s  q u a l i t i e s  
a s  a  t e a c h e r  b u t a l s o  f o r  h i s  w ide i n t e r e s t s  and e n th u s ia sm s . No a s p e c t  o f  S choo l l i f e  
la c k e d  h i s  su p p o r t  b u t c h i e f l y ,  f o r  many y e a r s ,  he d ev o ted  much o f  h i s  s p a r e  tim e  t o  th e  
t r a i n i n g  and encouragem ent o f  ju n io r  c r i c k e t e r s .  He had a  keen  know ledge o f  th e  game and 
many o f  o u r  f i r s t  e le v e n  p la y e r s  owed much t o  h i s  h e lp  and a d v ic e .  He had  a  deep  know ledge 
o f  and  lo v e  f o r  m usic , a  p a s s io n a te  i n t e r e s t  i n  c ro ssw o rd s  and a  d e l ig h t  i n  o r d e r l in e s s  -  
what member o f  S t a f f  w i l l  f o r g e t  th o s e  w h irlw in d  a s s a u l t s  on th e  a c c u m u la tio n  o f  a  te r m 's  
p ap e rs  and p a ra p h a n a lia '.

D e sp ite  p h y s ic a l  d i s a b i l i t y  d u r in g  th e s e  l a t t e r  y e a rs  he n e v e r  l o s t  h i s  e s s e n t i a l  
i n t e r e s t s  and e n th u s ia sm s . We s h a l l  m iss h i s  com pan ionsh ip  and w ish  him e v e ry  h a p p in e s s  in  
th e  f u tu r e  and a  sp eed y  r e tu r n  t o  f u l l  and a c t iv e  l i f e .

We welcomed, i n  S ep tem b er, Mr. M. C obley as Head o f  th e  Music D epartm en t, Mr. W. 
Jo h n so n , who te a c h e s  M aths, and Mr. A. Lew in, P h y s ic s .  We hope t h a t  th e y  w i l l  e n jo y  t h e i r
t im e  w ith  u s . ,

Mr. R. M cCandless and Mr. E .H . Jo n es a r e  s t i l l  g iv in g  t h e i r  v a lu a b le  h e lp  w ith  
P h y s ic s  and F re n c h . We t r u s t  t h a t  t h e i r  d u t i e s  do n o t mar e n t i r e l y  th e  jo y s  o f  r e t i r e m e n t .

At C h ris tm a s , Mr. P . D r i s c o l l  l e f t  t o  become H eadm aster o f  th e  D eanery S c h o o l, 
C h e s t e r - l e - S t r e e t .  D uring  h is  tim e  w ith  us a s  Deputy H eadm aster he has been  in v o lv e d  i n  so  
much t h a t  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  do j u s t i c e  t o  th e  f u l l  v a r i e t y  o f  h is  i n t e r e s t s  — ru g b y , c r i c k e t ,  
t h e  P a r e n t / S t a f f  A s s o c ia t io n ,  in d e e d , ev e ry  a c t i v i t y  co n n e c ted  w ith  t h e  S c h o o l. We a r e  s u re  
t h a t  he w i l l  b r in g  t o  h i s  new p o s t th e  same en e rg y  and en th u s ia sm , th e  same l o y a l t y  and 
c o n c e rn  w hich he has shown to  u s .  We w ish  him and h is  fa m ily  ev e ry  h a p p in e ss  and su c c e s s  
i n  th e  f u t u r e .

D uring  th e  y e a r  we have had  M essrs . T ye, W a te rs , P a r ry  and Davey from  N ottingham  
U n iv e r s i ty  D epartm ent o f  E d u c a tio n  and M essrs . G ladden and Jac k so n  from  C l i f to n  C o lle g e  o f  
E d u c a tio n . We hope t h a t  th e y  have b e n e f i t e d  from  t h e i r  tim e  w ith  us and w ish  them  ev e ry  
s u c c e s s  i n  th e  f u t u r e .

The Commemoration Service was held at the Parish Church, Bulwell, on Friday 19th 
October, 1973. The Service was conducted by the Rev. W. Beasley (1945-52), Rector of 
Bulwell. He was assisted  by the Rev. Canon E.W. Sheeran (1929-33), Vicar of Edwalton, and 
the Rev. F.G. Green (1952-59), Vicar of Clipstone. The address was given by the Rev. R .J.. 
Brunwick (1954-55)* The organist was Mr. F.D. Wilson (1952-57).

A p a r ty  o f  e n th u s i a s t s  from  th e  m id d le  s c h o o l v i s i t e d  Bayonne d u r in g  th e  Autumn Term 
and en jo y ed  n o t o n ly  games o f  rugby  b u t a l s o  t h e  p r o v e rb ia l  h o s p i t a l i t y  o f  t h e i r  F ren ch  h o s t s .  
We w ere d e l ig h te d  t o  welcome th e s e  F ren ch  f r ie n d s  on a  r e c ip r o c a l  v i s i t  l a s t  te rm  d u r in g  
w hich th e y  im p ressed  u s n o t l e a s t  by t h e i r  s k i l l  on th e  rugby  f i e l d .  A f u l l  acco u n t o f  th e s e  
e v e n ts  o ccu rs  e lsew h e re  i n  th e  m ag az in e .

The i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  a  "S ch o o l C o u n c il"  l a s t  te rm  was g e n e r a l ly  welcom ed. The members 
have a l r e a d y  met s e v e r a l  tim e s  and we have been  im p ressed  by t h e i r  s e r io u s n e s s  and common- 
s e n s e .  They, a s  r e p r e s e n ta t i v e s  o f  th e  v a r io u s  fo rm s, sh o u ld  be a b le  t o  c o n t r ib u t e  g r e a t l y  
t o  th e  f u tu r e  w e ll -b e in g  o f  th e  S c h o o l.

A nother in n o v a tio n  t h i s  y e a r  has been  th e  e l e c t i o n  o f  two p u p i l - r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  to  
th e  S ch o o l G overn ing  Body. Those e le c te d  w ere D.B. Buchanan and C.K. Rawding. They w i l l  
a c t  p r im a r i ly  as o b s e rv e rs  b u t d o u b t le s s  w i l l  be  a b le  t o  make t h e i r  p re s e n c e s  and th e  view s 
o f  th e  S choo l a s  a  w hole f e l t  by th o s e  i n  a u t h o r i t y .

The f e v e r  o f  e l e c t i o n s ,  b o th  n a t io n a l  and i n t e r n a l ,  have l e f t  some o f  u s  e x h a u s te d .
A tim e  f o r  q u ie t  c o n s o l id a t io n  i s  n eed ed , b u t t h a t  seems u n l i k e l y .  We s t i l l  o p e r a te  u n d er 
a  c lo u d  o f  u n c e r t a in ty  w hich masks th e  f u t u r e .  T hat we a r e  t o  be a  m ixed sc h o o l seems 
c e r t a i n ;  t h a t  we s h a l l  be com p reh en siv e  i s  a c c e p te d .  But beyond t h a t  we w a it f o r  th e
a p p ro v a l o f  t h a t  'S e c t io n  1 3 ',  a  document see m in g ly  a s  e lu s iv e  as G odot. To a  cy n ic  i t  
a p p e a rs  as a  miasma h id in g  from  u s th e  i n t e n t io n s  and p rom ises o f  't h e m '.  One remembers th e  
words o f  one o f  o u r fo rm er g o v e rn o rs ,  th e  l a t e  P r o f e s s o r  Chambers : 'E d u c a t io n a l  n e e d s , 
a d m in i s t r a t iv e  c o n v e n ie n c e , p o l i t i c a l  ex p e d ie n cy , -  w i l l  th e  p u b lic  a d m in i s t r a to r  p u t h i s  hand 
on h is  heaiHt' and sw ear t h a t  t h i s  i s  th e  o rd e r  o f  h i s  b e l i e f ? '  ~)



P e rh a p s , as  t h i s  m agazine i s  p u b l is h e d ,  we w i l l  a l r e a d y  know o u r f a t e .  Rumours a r e  
t h a t  we w i l l  be ta u g h t  i n  v e s t i b u l e s ,  c lo ak ro o m s, nooks and  c r a n n ie s  a t  p re s e n t  u sed  f o r  
s to r a g e .  I t  i s  even h in te d  t h a t  th e  h o ly  o f  h o l i e s ,  th e  H e a d m a s te r 's  S tu d y , may b e , i f  we 
may s a y  s o ,  t r a n s l a t e d  from  canew ork t o  n eed lew o rk . 0 Tem pora, 0 Mores I

We s h a l l  s e e .  T h e re  i s  no doubt t h a t  we w i l l  ad a p t somehow and do o u r b e s t  n o t to  
lo s e  th o s e  v a lu e s  w hich we have come t o  c h e r i s h .

Many o f  th e  S choo l e v e n ts  a r e  re c o rd e d  f u l l y  e lse w h e re  i n  th e  m agazine -  th e  C aro l 
S e rv ic e ,  Band c o n c e r t s ,  o r c h e s t r a l  and c h o ra l  r e c i t a l s ,  C h ris tm as p a r c e ls  f o r  th e  o ld  f o lk s ,  
H o s p i ta l  v i s i t s .  We som etim es ta k e  a l l  th e s e  th in g s  f o r  g ra n te d  and f o r g e t  th e  h a rd  work 
w hich each  e n t a i l s .  P erh ap s  we c o u ld  r e c o rd  a  g e n e ra l  word o f  a p p r e c ia t io n  f o r  a l l  th o s e  
who a r e  engaged in  th e s e  w o rth w h ile  an d , we hope, re w a rd in g , a c t i v i t i e s .

M. D. C anto has been  w ith  us t h i s  y e a r  a s  o u r F ren ch  A s s i s t a n t .  We hope t h a t  he 
has en jo y ed  h i s  tim e  w ith  us and we w ish  him e v e ry  su c c e s s  i n  th e  f u t u r e .

We welcomed th e  P la y h o u se  T o u rin g  Company i n  th e  Autumn te rm  f o r  a  p erfo rm an ce  o f  
a  p la y ,  'R o b in so n  C ru s o e ',  -  an  e x c e l l e n t  p ro d u c tio n  much en jo y ed  by th e  form s who w a tch ed .

The f u e l  c r i s i s  c a u se d  th e  c a n c e l l a t i o n  o f  th e  S ch o o l p la y  a t  C h ris tm a s . The p la y  -  
'T h e  R oyal P a rd o n ' by John  A rden, p rom ised  some e x c e l l e n t  e n te r ta in m e n t  and i t  was sad  t h a t  th e  
c a s t ,  a f t e r  weeks o f  h a rd  work and p r e p a r a t io n ,  had  to  s u f f e r  t h i s  d is a p p o in tm e n t.  We t r u s t  
t h a t  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  w i l l  n o t be e n t i r e l y  w asted  and t h a t  th e  e x p e r ie n c e  g a in e d  w i l l  be 
v a lu a b le  i n  a  f u tu r e  p ro d u c tio n .

I t  was a  g r e a t  p le a s u r e  t o  welcome P . R ic h a rd s  (1 953-60) who came to  ju d g e  o u r P u b lic  
S p eak in g  C o m p e titio n  h e ld  on th e  4 th  A p r i l .  H is e n th u s ia sm  and i n t e r e s t  h e lp e d  t o  make th e  
ev en t p le a s u r a b le  and w o rth w h ile . The s ta n d a rd  o f  sp e a k in g  from  th e  v a r io u s  g roups was a g a in  
h ig h  and we en jo y ed  some e n t e r t a i n in g  sp ee ch es  on a  w ide v a r i e t y  o f  t o p i c s .  M. W in f ie ld , in  
th e  s e n io r  s e c t io n ,  showed t h a t  he had l o s t  none o f  h is  h i s t r i o n i c  t a l e n t s .

Each y e a r  we r e c o rd ,  w ith  some p r id e ,  th e  c o n t in u in g  su c c e s s  o f  Ia n  H allam  ( 196O -67) 
i n  th e  c y c l in g  w o rld . H is ach iev em en ts  a r e  many -  t h r e e  g o ld  m edals i n  th e  n a t io n a l  e v e n ts  -  
and w ere , p e rh a p s , crow ned by h is  perfo rm an ce  in  th e  Commonwealth Games h e ld  t h i s  y e a r  i n  
New Z ea lan d  w here he won th r e e  g o ld  and one b ro n z e  m edal. We know t h a t  he has h i s  s ig h t s  
s e t  on th e  W orld C ham pionship and he has o u r b e s t  w ish e s .

P . R ush ton  (4B) c o n tin u e s  t o  a c h ie v e  su c c e s s  i n  th e  w r e s t l i n g  w o rld . We c o n g r a tu la te  
him  on h i s  perfo rm an ce  i n  th e  ch am pionsh ips h e ld  i n  Mexico l a s t  Autumn.

The an n u a l s o c c e r  game, S t a f f  v  th e  P r e f e c t s , r e s u l t e d  i n  a  w in  f o r  th e  S t a f f  by 
6 g o a ls  t o  2* W hether t h i s  i s  a  r e f l e c t i o n  on th e  c u r r e n t  y o u th  o f  th e  S t a f f  s i d e ,  t h e i r  
s k i l l ,  o r  la c k  o f  a b i l i t i e s  o f  th e  o p p o s i t io n ,  we a r e  n o t i n  a  p o s i t io n  t o  s a y .  C e r ta in ly  
th e  i s s u e  lo o k ed  r a r e l y  i n  d o u b t.

P . H endry (6 th  l a )  has p la y e d  c r i c k e t  f o r  N o t t s .  2nd XI -  a  w e ll -d e s e rv e d  rew ard  f o r  
p a s t  p e rfo rm an c es .

Our c o n g r a tu la t io n s  t o  S /S g t .  R. M artin  (1 955-60) who has b een  aw arded th e  M.B.E. 
f o r  h i s  work w ith  th e  Bomb D isp o sa l U n its  i n  N o rth e rn  I r e l a n d .  Not an  e n v ia b le  t a s k  b u t 
one w hich he has perfo rm ed  w ith  g r e a t  c r e d i t .

I t  was a  r e a l  p le a s u re  t o  s e e  Mr. W.L. Evans back  a t  S choo l -  i f  o n ly  f o r  a  b r i e f  
v i s i t .  We hope t h a t  by th e  tim e  t h i s  m agazine ap p e a rs  he w i l l  be b ack  w ith  u s ,  f u l l y  
r e s to r e d  t o  h e a l th  a f t e r  h i s  lo n g  i l l n e s s .

The C a p ta in  o f  th e  S ch o o l t h i s  y e a r  has been  M. H unt. V ic e - c a p ta in s ,  M.E. C ooper,
M.S. E l l i s  and L. W illia m so n , and J .  G rum m itt.

As alw ays we must ex ten d  o u r v e ry  r e a l  th a n k s  t o  th e  O ff ic e  S t a f f  w ith o u t whose lo y a l  
h e lp  th e  p ro d u c tio n  o f  th e  m agazine would be im p o s s ib le .  Not o n ly  a r e  th e y  b u rd en ed  w ith  
th e  ty p in g  o f  s c r i p t s ,  some o f  w hich must p re s e n t  c o n s id e r a b le  p ro b lem s, b u t a l l  manner o f  
p roblem s co n ce rn ed  w ith  su ch  th in g s  as f in a n c e  and a d v e r t i s i n g  a r e  w i l l i n g l y  u n d e r ta k e n  and 
d e a l t  w i th .  And a l l  t h i s  i n  a d d i t io n  to  th e  norm al d a y - to -d a y  work o f  th e  S c h o o l.

The e d i t o r s  f o r  t h i s  m agazine a r e  M. Bennet and D. C o s ta g l io l a .  The M agazine ^
C o r m t t e e :  Mr. F r e s c o t t ,  Mr. Henry and Mr. H inshaw . i



BARBER HOUSE
C a p ta in :
V ic e -C a p ta in :
A th l e t i c s :
C ro ss -C o u n try :
Rugby:
Swimming:
House S e c r e ta ry :

D .J . Godley 
S .G . R obinson 
D .J . C a r te r  
D .J . Godley 
P . Akers 
S .G . R obinson 
A.N. S ta c e y

On lo o k in g  back  I  s e e  t h a t  B arb e r 
House has alw ays h e ld  a  p rom ise o f  su c c e ss  
w ith in  th e  lo w er s c h o o l .  I  am ex tre m e ly  
p le a s e d  t o  be a b le  t o  s a y  t h a t  a t  l a s t  t h i s  
en th u s ia sm  has s p re a d  t o  th e  s e n i o r s .  I  
know t h a t  i f  B a rb e r House as a  w hole can  
m a in ta in  o r ,  b e t t e r  s t i l l ,  im prove i t s  
p re s e n t  a t t i t u d e  i t  w i l l  do w e l l .

McEWEN HOUSE
C a p ta in : M. James
V i c e-C a p t a i n / s  e c r  e t  a r y : B. Jac k so n
Rugby: C. Chambers
A t h l e t i c s : D. Buchanan
C ro ss-C o u n try : A. Shaw
Swimming: M. F a rn d a le

A s s e s s in g  th e  p erfo rm an ce  o f  th e  
House d u r in g  th e  y e a r  i s  a  d i f f i c u l t  t a s k  
and so  t h i s  n o t i c e  w i l l  be n o th in g  more 
th a n  a  g e n e ra l  s t a te m e n t .  The o f f i c i a l s  
must be acknow ledged  f o r  t h e i r  h e lp  in  
th e  ru n n in g  o f  th e  House Programme and 
th e  o r g a n is a t io n  h as  been  h an d led  somewhat 
b e t t e r  th a n  p re v io u s  y e a rs  i n d i c a t e .  To 
th o s e  who have in v o lv e d  th em se lv es  i n  th e  
House goes a  h e a r ty  th a n k s  and any su c c e s s  
g a in e d  i s  s o l e l y  y o u r  s u c c e s s .

A l i s t  o f  ach iev em en ts  and f a i l u r e s  
i s  n o t n e c e s s a ry  b u t a  lo o k  a t  th e  way 
c o m p e tit io n s  a r e  h e ld  and th e  s p i r i t  in  
w hich th e y  a r e  u n d e r ta k e n  i s  an  im p o rta n t 
f a c t o r .  N a tu r a l ly  e n o u g h ,th e re  a r e  some 
members who a r e  n o t w i l l i n g  to  p a r t i c i p a t e  
b u t a  m ajor f a u l t  o f  th e  sy stem  i s  th e  
la c k  o f  com m unication  betw een  members and 
o f f i c i a l s .  More d i s c u s s io n  i s  n e c e s s a ry  
t o  i n s t i l  new id e a s  and v a ry  what co u ld  
be f o r  some, a  monotonous p ro c e d u re . We 
can  o n ly  hope t h a t  so m eth in g  l i k e  t h i s  may 
o c c u r  i n  th e  f u t u r e .

A lthough  o u r p la c in g s  i n  th e  i n t e r -  
House c o m p e ti t io n s  have n o t been  
rem a rk ab le  th e y  have shown g r e a t  p ro m ise . 
The ju n io r s  a s  u s u a l  hav e  t r i e d  h a rd  and 
have won b o th  th e  Rugby and C ro s s -c o u n try .

The s e n io r  s e c t i o n ,a s  I  have a l r e a d y  
s a id ,h a s  su d d e n ly  s p ru n g  to  l i f e .  We 
as to u n d ed  every o n e  by w in n in g  th e  s e n io r  
Rugby c o m p e t i t io n .  T h ere  w ere many c r i e s  
o f  amazement and d i s b e l i e f  b u t win we d id .  
The s e n io r  Rugby c o m p e ti t io n  i s  so m eth in g  
t h a t  up u n t i l  now we have n o t won f o r  a 
lo n g  t im e . I  hope t h a t  t h i s  i s  th e  s t a r t  
o f  a  new e r a .

I  am s o r r y  t o  s a y  t h a t  among th e  
in te r m e d ia te s ,  e n th u s ia sm  i s  v e ry  h a rd  to  
f i n d .  I  am s u re  t h a t  i f  o n ly  th e y  would 
t r y  h a rd e r  th e y  w ould g e t much b e t t e r  
r e s u l t s .

The House a s  a  w hole i s  now show ing 
much more en th u s ia sm  th a n  i n  p re v io u s  
y e a r s .  I  know t h a t  we can  lo o k  fo rw ard  
to  a  s u c c e s s f u l  f u t u r e .

4 D .J . Godley

B. Jac k so n  (6UA)



BALK HOUSE
Once a g a in  i t  h as been a  s u c c e s s f u l  

y e a r  f o r  B alk  H ouse. T here h a s  been 
p le n ty  o f  en th u s ia sm  from a l l  y e a rs  and 
t h i s  h as  c o n t r ib u te d  a  g r e a t  d e a l  to  o u r 
s u c c e s s .  However, i t  i s  n o t  o n ly  t h i s  
ach iev em en t w hich h a s  p le a s e d  me b u t a ls o  
th e  f a c t  t h a t  everyone  h as  been  w i l l in g  to  
p a r t i c i p a t e .  In  th e  in te rm e d ia te  s e c t io n  
th e r e  have been e x c e p t io n a l  p e rfo rm an ces  
from M orton and Loud in  A t h l e t i c s ,  th e  
fo rm er h av in g  a ls o  been s u c c e s s f u l  in  Rugby 
and Swimming. The r e s u l t s  re a d  a s  fo l lo w s :

Rugby: S e n io rs  -  2nd
In te r m e d ia te s  -  2nd 
J u n io r s  -  2nd

Swimming: S e n io rs  -  1 s t
In te r m e d ia te s  -  2nd 
J u n io r s  -  1 s t

A th l e t i c s :  S e n io rs  -  1 s t
In te r m e d ia te s  -  1 s t
J u n io r s  -  2nd

M. E l l i s  (6UM)

BULKELEY HOUSE
House O f f i c e r s :

C a p ta in  o f  House: L. W illiam son
V ice  C a p ta in  o f  House: M.H. W in fie ld
C a p ta in  o f  Rugby: L. W illiam son
C a p ta in  o f  C r ic k e t :  J .  T h o rle y
C a p ta in  o f  Swimming: L. W illiam so n
C a p ta in  o f  C ross C o u n try : J .  Wood 
C a p ta in  o f  A th l e t i c s :  J .  Wood

The r e s u l t s  t h i s  y e a r  have n o t shown 
any v e ry  g r e a t  im provem ent b u t i t  i s  
p le a s in g  to  s e e  a  more e n t h u s i a s t i c  s p i r i t  
am ongst th e  House mem bers. The House was 
p la c e d  t h i r d  i n  S e n io r  Rugby b u t f i r s t  in  
th e  In te rm e d ia te  s e c t i o n .  The 
In te rm e d ia te s  h av e , i n  f a c t ,  done ex tre m e ly  
w e ll  t h i s  y e a r  a l s o  com ing f i r s t  i n  th e  
C ross C oun try  and Swimming C ham pionships. 
The r e s u l t s  a t  th e  Swimming G ala  were 
s u f f i c i e n t l y  good f o r  th e  aw ard to  be made 
o f  t h r e e  s e n io r  c o lo u r s  t o  B aker, R ock ley  
and R each er and ju n io r  c o lo u rs  t o  th e  f i r s t  
and seco n d  y e a r  c a p ta in s  Hobbs and C h i t ty .

I t  i s  t o  be hoped t h a t  th e  House w i l l  
do w e ll  i n  th e  fo r th c o m in g  S p o r ts  Day and 
C r ic k e t  M atches.

S E E R S
Use t h e  same word, o n ly  mixed up , f o r
each s e c t i o n .

1A A sm a l l  ro c k
B B r i e f  messages
C F i r s t  s t a g e  o f  d i s e a s e
D P i t c h e s  i n  music

2A Send payment
B Bishops* h e a d d re s s  ( p l u r a l )
C E arn s :  d e s e rv e s
D T i t l e  o f  r e s p e c t

3A A q u a r r e l
B Gone by
C S p ig o ts
D Sm all p ie c e  o f  b u t t e r

4A Glen o r  v a l l e y
B To lo a d ,  as  a  s h i p
C A common m eta l
D A round  i n  a  c a rd  game

5A R u le s ,  as  a  k in g
B To q u i t  f o r m a l ly
C An e n d o r s e r
D A s o n g s t e r

6a F e l in e s
B Begone: g e t  out
C P erso n s  i n  a  p lay
D D iv i s io n  o f  a  drama

7A C h ro n o lo g ic a l  measure
B T iny  o b je c t  o r  p e rso n
C S h o r t  newspaper a r t i c l e
D To i s s u e :  send  f o r t h

8a Make a  c l e a r  p r o f i t
B A number ( p l u r a l )
C D isp a tc h e d
D B ird ’ s home

9A S u p p l i c a t io n s
B Sounds o f  th u n d e r
C Turns wan

F a l l  o r  s l i p  i n t o  e r r o r

10A A o o m ie d  peg
B A n e r t s :  s e l e c t s
C L arge  c u t  o f  meat
D A shoe  on wheels

T. L ea fe  (IB)

o < \

5 M.H. W in f ie ld  (6UA)



SWIMMING

The m am  ev en t o f  t h i s  y e a r 's  s e a so n  was 
th e  Swimming G ala h e ld  a t  B ram cote B aths 
i n  M arch. The w hole ev e n t was su p p o r te d  
w e ll  by p a r e n ts  and was a  s u c c e s s  d e s p i te  
some boys who d e c id e d  n o t t o  t u r n  up and 
com pete . The h ig h l ig h t  o f  th e  ev e n in g  was 
a  r e l a y  ra c e  betw een  a  team  s e l e c t e d  from  
th e  low er s c h o o l and one made up from  th e  
v i s i t i n g  F ren ch  p a r ty  o f  B ayonne. A ra c e  
w hich n a t u r a l l y  we won.

The Swimming C lub c o n tin u e d  th ro u g h o u t 
th e  w in te r ,  k e p t g o in g  by th e  h a rd y  few and 
th e  u n en d in g  en th u s ia sm  o f  Mr. G rib b in s  
whose im provem ent i n  swimming and s t y l e  has 
g iv e n  encouragem ent to  th e  r e s t  o f  u s .  The 
Club p ro v id e s  a  good o p p o r tu n i ty  f o r  th o s e  
swimmers w ish in g  t o  im prove and who want t o  
l e a r n .  A ll a r e  welcome.

Russ Morton has been the outstanding 
swimmer th is year, having swum for the 
County and been selected  for an Under 14 
team representing England and Wales to  
compete in Germany.

S . R obinson  (6UM)

GH o c k e y ~
C a p ta in : P . Hendry
V ic e -C a p ta in :  S . Happs
S e c r e ta r y :  K. W h itak e r

W ith th e  lo s s  o f  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  l a s t  
s e a s o n 's  1 s t  X I, th e  e x c e p tio n  b e in g  Happs 
i n  g o a l ,  a  new s id e  had to  be  b u i l t  b a se d  
m ain ly  on l a s t  y e a r 's  2nd X I. The 
r e s u l t s  d u r in g  th e  s e a so n  w ere g e n e r a l ly  
d i s a p p o in t in g  b u t th e y  d id  n o t r e f l e c t  th e  
t r u e  e n th u s ia sm  and e f f o r t  o f  th e  s i d e .
Only two o u t o f  t h e  tw e lv e  games p lay ed  
w ere won; th e  re a s o n  f o r  t h i s  b e in g  m ain ly  
th e  la c k  o f  g o a ls c o r in g  fo rw ard s  t o  c o n v e r t  
th e  many ch an ces c r e a te d ;  Lees and Hendry 
s c o re d  sev en  o f  t h e  t e n  g o a ls  betw een  them .

The b e s t  hockey  was u n d o u b te d ly  p lay ed  
i n  th e  4-1 d e f e a t  o f  C a r l t o n - l e —W illow s.

T h ree  f i f t h  fo rm ers  p lay ed  r e g u la r l y ,  
H u n te r , S m ith , S and F le t c h e r ,  who, i n  
g o a l in  th e  seco n d  h a l f  o f  th e  s e a s o n , a b ly  
d e p u t i s in g  f o r  H apps, who h im s e lf  sav ed  
th e  s id e  from  h u m i l ia t io n  on more th a n  one 
o c c a s io n  w ith  b r i l l i a n t  d is p la y s  o f  g o a l­
k e e p in g , n o ta b ly  a g a in s t  High Pavem ent.

We lo o k  fo rw ard  t o  n ex t se a so n  when we 
sh o u ld  have a  more e x p e r ie n c e d  and u n d e r­
s ta n d in g  s id e  h o p e f u l ly  i t  b e in g  o u r 
second  f u l l  s e a s o n  t o g e t h e r .  F in a l ly ,  
o u r th a n k s  t o  Mr. S u th e r la n d  f o r  
o f f i c i a t i n g  a t  o u r m atch es .

OPO88 P . Hendry (6LA)

o o u n c r u
This sea so n  th e  s e n i o r  teams once more 

f a i l e d  to  d i s t i n g i s h  th em se lv es  i n  i n t e r ­
s c h o o l  c o m p e t i t io n  b u t  s e v e r a l  i n d i v id u a l  
ru n n e rs  perfo rm ed  c r e d i t a b l y  ( a g a in ! )  a t  th e  
South  N o t t s .  C ham pionships . While they  
f a i l e d ,  f o r  a change ,  to  win a t ro p h y  in  any 
of th e  s e c t i o n s  -  j u n i o r ,  i n t e r m e d ia t e  o r  
s e n i o r  -  a t  th e  Cham pionships , a l l  th e  teams 
d id  w e l l ,  j u n i o r s  b e in g  p la c e d  6 th ,  I n t e r s .  
3rd and s e n i o r s  2nd. There were a l s o  some 
f i n e  i n d i v i d u a l  pe r fo rm an ces  a t  b o th  a r e a  
and County ch am p io n sh ip s ,  n o ta b ly  by 
M orton, B uchanan,G odley, Shaw and Chambers.

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s ,  th e n ,  to  a l l  th e  
members of  th e  above team s, b u t  l e t  us hope 
t h a t  more of n ex t  y e a r ' s  s e n i o r  ru n n e rs  w i l l  
be s u f f i c i e n t l y  i n s p i r e d  by th e  s p o r t  to  
t a k e  up e x t r a  t r a i n i n g .  The d e f i c i e n c i e s  
of  ou r  p r e s e n t  coirfe a r e  n o t  th e  on ly  re a s o n s  
f o r  our  r e l a t i v e l y  poor per fo rm an ces  a t  
i n t e r - s c h o o l  l e v e l  and , i f  ru n n e rs  a r e  to  
compete s e r i o u s l y ,  th ey  must be p re p a re d  to  
t r a i n  more f r e q u e n t l y .

6



In 1972 th e  1 s t  XI had to  be r e b u i l t  
from v e ry  young p l a y e r s  and began  to  show 
ev id en c e  o f  g r e a t  p rom ise  f o r  th e  f u t u r e :  
t h i s  prom ise  began to  be f u l f i l l e d  i n  1973 
as th e  p l a y e r s  g a in ed  e x p e r ie n c e  u nder  th e  
ca p ab le  and e n c o u rag in g  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  A. F is h  
and th e  r e s u l t s  were v e ry  good. The b a t t i n g  
i f  n o t  s p e c t a c u l a r ,  was s o l i d  th ro u g h o u t  th e  
team; th e  bo w lin g ,  e s p e c i a l l y  from F i s h ,
Smith and T h o r ley ,  was v e ry  p r o f i c i e n t  and 
th e  whole s id e  showed a k een ess  i n  th e  f i e l d  
which was v e ry  e n c o u ra g in g .  I t  would be 
in v id io u s  to  s i n g l e  out i n d i v i d u a l s  s in c e  th e  
good r e s u l t s  were o b ta in e d  u s u a l l y  by th e  
e f f o r t s  o f  th e  whole team w ork ing  t o g e t h e r  
and w orking f o r  each o t h e r .  Most o f  th e  
p l a y e r s  w i l l  be a v a i l a b l e  f o r  sea so n  1974 and 
sh o u ld  be a v e ry  good s id e  in d eed  u nder  th e  
c a p ta in c y  o f  J .  T h o r le y .

There were on ly  a l i m i t e d  number of 
p l a y e r s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  th e  2nd XI b u t  th e s e  who 
were keen t r i e d  h a rd  and a t  l e a s t  en jo y ed  
t h e i r  m atches a l th o u g h  th ey  won o n ly  one.
Next s e a s o n 's  2nd XI sh o u ld  be s-'-rry1̂ t  
s t r o n g e r  as more boys of a b i l i t y  re a c h  the  
5 th  and 6 th  fo rm s.

The j u n i o r  teams p r a c t i s e d  h a rd  and 
a l th o u g h  th e  r e s u l t s  were n o t  a l l  good they  
en joyed  t h e i r  c r i c k e t  and t h e r e  i s  c l e a r l y  a 
s o l i d  n u c le u s  of good c r i c k e t e r s  in  th e  
lower s c h o o l .  Of th e  j u n i o r  teams the  
Under 14 XI had a v e ry  good s e a s o n . , lo s in g  
on ly  one game.

The w e a th e r  a t  t im es  was n o t  too  k in d  
and a number of m atches had to  be c a n c e l l e d ,  
b u t  in  s p i t e  of t h i s  th e  house c o m p e t i t io n s  
were com pleted  th roughou t th e  s c h o o l .

A pprox im ate ly  30 d i f f e r e n t  boys had 
e x p e r ie n c e  of co ach in g  a t  T re n t  B ridge a t  
v a r io u s  t im e s  th ro u g h o u t th e  y e a r ,  4 boys 
a r e  w i th  th e  S e n io r  Youth XI a t  th e  n e t s  
an d }on th e  w hole ,one  can say t h a t  th e  c r ic k -  t 
p i c t u r e  i s  e n c o u rag in g  and shows prom ise  of 
some s u c c e s s f u l  sea so n s  to  come.

1 s t  XI

P layed

11

Won

6

Drawn

3

L o s t

2

2nd XI 5 1 - 4

U. 15 9 3 1 5

U. 14 11 7 3 1

U. 13 8 4 - 4

U.12 5 - 2 3

1 9 9 1 7
S ch o o l C a p ta in : L. W illiam so n
S ch o o l V ic e -C a p ta in : M. E l l i s

The r e s u l t s  p roduced  by t h i s  y e a r 's  
1 s t  XV a r e  p ro b a b ly  th e  w o rs t i n  th e  
h i s t o r y  o f  M e ll is h  Rugby. The m ain re a s o n  
f o r  t h i s  s e a s o n 's  f lo p  i s  th e  la c k  o f  
e x p e r ie n c e d  p l a y e r s .  Most o f  th e  s e a so n  
was p la y e d  w ith  o n ly  two o r  t h r e e  members 
o f  th e  team  from  S ix th  U pper, w hereas most 
o f  o u r o p p o s i t io n  c o n ta in e d  a t  l e a s t  sev en  
o r  e ig h t  m atu re  p l a y e r s .  T h ere  w ere some 
happy moments how ever. In  o u r games 
a g a in s t  K in g 's ,  G rantham , W elbeck C o lle g e  
and S o u th w e ll M in s te r  ( a l l  s t r o n g  s id e s )  
we p la y e d  some f i r s t  c l a s s  team  Rugby.
D uring  th e  E a s te r  b re a k  th e  b e t t e r  h a l f  o f  
th e  1 s t  XV p la y e d  f o r  th e  O ld Boys i n  th e  
s e m i - f in a l  o f  th e  Under 19 K nock-out Cup 
a g a in s t  Newark. We l e d  13-6  f o r  much o f  
th e  m atch b u t w ere th e n  b e a te n  by a  co u p le  
o f  lu c k y  t r i e s  and l o s t  2 2 -1 7 . P la y e rs  
t h a t  managed t o  s h in e  i n  t h i s  d ism a l 
s e a so n  w ere J .  T h o r le y , a  r e l i a b l e  P u ll-b a c k  
M. E l l i s ,  a  v e ry  c a p a b le  P ly - h a l f ,  Buchanan 
and C ocking , b o th  d ep en d ab le  W ing^-forwards 
and C. Cham bers, who showed i n  th e  U nder 19 
m atch t h a t  he i s  an  e x tre m e ly  i n t e l l i g e n t  
scrum  h a l f .  Thanks go t o  Mr. Hinshaw f o r  
s t i c k i n g  w ith  us and I  w ish  him and th e  
1 s t  XV b e t t e r  su c c e s s  i n  th e  f u t u r e .

The 2nd XV, c a p ta in e d  by  R. Wragg, a l s o  
had a  d i s a p p o in t in g  se a so n  and I  hope th e y  
w i l l  he more s u c c e s s f u l  n e x t y e a r .

In  co m p le te  c o n t r a s t  t o  th e  1 s t  and 2nd 
X V 's, th e  u n d e r 1 5 's  have had an o u ts ta n d in g  
s e a s o n ; as f a r  as  I  know th e y  have o n ly  
s u f f e r e d  one d e f e a t ,  w hich was t o  a  s t r o n g  
Magnus s i d e .  T h e ir  s u c c e s s  i s  due t o  th e  
f a c t  t h a t  th e y  have s e v e r a l  good p la y e r s  
and an ex tre m e ly  good team  s p i r i t .  I  o n ly  
hope t h a t  th e y  co n tin u 'e  i n  t h i s  v e in  and 
r e c e iv e  th e  1 s t  XV. The s id e  was 
c a p ta in e d  by M. P r e n t i c e ,  who a l s o  
c o n t r ib u te d  much to  th e  su c c e s s  o f  th e  team . 
A no ther p la y e r  w orthy  o f  m en tio n  i s  P . O l l i s  
who was asked  to  p la y  f o r  th e  Under 19 s id e  
a g a in s t  Newark. He p u t i n  a  r e a l l y  f i r s t  
c la s s  d is p la y  and must be a  c a n d id a te  f o r  
th e  1 s t  XV n ex t s e a s o n . T here  a r e  
s e v e r a l  more p la y e r s  d e s e rv in g  a  m en tio n , 
h u t as  t h e r e  i s  so  l i t t l e  sp a c e  — 
c o n g r a tu la t io n s  t o  a l l  o f  them  on b e h a l f  
o f  th e  Schoo l

The u n d er 14’ s a l s o  had an e x c e l le n t  
s e a s o n , th e y  o n ly  s u f f e r e d  t h r e e  d e f e a ts  and 
wor. a  sev en s K nock-out C o m p e titio n . A ga in , 
on o e h a lf  o f  t h e  S c h o o l ,I  c o n g r a tu la te  
R. M orton and h i s  team  and w ish  them  ev e ry  
s u c c e s s  i n  th e  f u t u r e .

The u n d e r 1 3 's  have u n f o r tu n a te ly  won 
o n ly  two o f  t h e i r  m atches b u t have p le n ty  
o f  tim e  in  w hich  to  im prove t h e i r  
p e rfo rm an c es .



Once a g a in ,  th e  a n n u a l and lo n g  a w a ite d  
c la s h  betw een  th e  s t a f f  and p r e f e c t s ’ 
f o o t b a l l  team s f i n a l l y  g o t underw ay a f t e r  
much doubt e a r l i e r  i n  th e  week ab o u t th e  
d a te  o f  th e  game. The s t a f f ,  s e e k in g  
rev en g e  f o r  t h e i r  1-2 d e f e a t  l a s t  y e a r ,  
s t a r t e d  o f f  c o n f id e n t ly ,  sp e a rh e a d e d  by 
th e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  Mr. Hinshaw and th e  
sp eed  o f  Mr. B ow les, p u sh in g  fo rw ard  a t  
e v e ry  o p p o r tu n i ty .  However, r a t h e r  
a g a in s t  th e  ru n  o f  p la y ,  th e  p r e f e c ts  
s t r u c k  f i r s t , w i t h  M. E l l i s  moving in  from 
th e  r i g h t  w ing and b e a t in g  th e  h e lp le s s  
g o a lk e e p e r  w ith  a  w e ll  p la c e d  sh o t in s id e  
th e  n e a r  p o s t .  T h is  s p u r re d  on th e  
p r e f e c ts  b u t t h e i r  s h o r t  p e r io d  o f  
p r e s s u r e  soon  f i z z l e d  o u t and th e  s t a f f  
w ere back  in  th e  m atch when "G reebo" 
G rib b in s  e q u a lle d  th e  s c o re s  w ith  an 
a c r o b a t i c  h e a d e r  from  a  w e ll p la c e d  
c o r n e r .  As th e  t i d e  o f  th e  m atch ebbed 
r a p id ly  away from  th e  p r e f e c t s ,  D. B est 
and "Kev" Hinshaw added a  second  and t h i r d  
t o  th e  d e l ig h t  o f  th e  n e a r  h y s t e r i c a l  
crow d.

A ll th e  s ig n s  p o in te d  to w ard s an 
e n g u lf in g  o f  th e  p r e f e c t s '  s id e  in  th e  
second  h a l f ,  t h e i r  team s a d ly  weakened t h i s  
y e a r  by th e  sm a ll  num bers o f  th e  Upper S ix th  
p u p i ls  and th e  bounds o f  t r a d i t i o n .  The 
p r e f e c t s  s t a r t e d  th e  seco n d  h a l f  w ith  
renew ed d e te rm in a tio n  b u t t h e i r  t a s k  
became n e a r  im p o s s ib le  when H. Bowles 
r e c e iv e d  an a c c u r a te  th ro u g h  b a l l  and  had 
th e  tim e  and s p a c e  t o  round  th e  g o a lk e e p e r  
t o  s c o re  th e  f o u r th  g o a l f o r  th e  s t a f f .
The p r e f e c t s '  a t t a c k s  w ere now becom ing 
l e s s  f r e q u e n t  and a lth o u g h  M. Jo p so n  
s c o re d  a  seco n d  " c o n s o la t io n "  g o a l f o r  th e  
p r e f e c t s ,  th e  e n t h u s i a s t i c  d e fe n c e  o f  
P . O xley , "A l" Lew in, P . H enry and J .
Bastow soon  g o t a  h o ld  o f  th e  g e n e ra l  
s i t u a t i o n , d e s p i t e  th e  o c c a s io n a l  p ro b in g  
ru n s  by E l l i s ,  W illiam so n  and N ic o l l .  At 
th e  o th e r  end , A. G rib b in s  and K. Hinshaw 
added a  f i f t h  and s i x t h  and t h e r e  would 
have been  e v e r  more g o a ls  b u t f o r  s e v e r a l  
g r e a t  s to p s  by th e  p r e f e c t s '  overw orked 
g o a lk e e p e r  P . Pycko. So ended t h i s  
momentous game w ith  th e  h ig h e s t  s c o re  f o r  
y e a r s ;  a  re s o u n d in g  6 - 2  win f o r  th e  
s t a f f .

BOUSLES Hfts AOoiETioom>U>ITH
T h e  ■vfF*

FOOTHILL?
(OlLUftcnSQM UJOU)S THG CfiO VJp WITH A DISPLAY
Qp Soper soccer!
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J.W . T h o rle y  (6LA)



NOTTINGHAM -  BAYONNE RUGBY EXCHANGE 9

Les F r a n c a i s  c o n t r e  l e s  A n g la i s . Les Minimes:

En o c to b r e ,  un groupe  de ga rco n s  de 
"Henry M e l l i s h "  s o n t  a l l e s  f a i r e  un 
s £ j o u r  de h u i t  j o u r s  a  Bayonne. D 'ab o rd  
nous avons p r i s  l e  b a t e a u  j u s q u 'a  C a l a i s ,  
p u is  nous sommes a l l e s  p a r  l e  t r a i n  a  
Bayonne. Apres n o t r e  a r r i v e e ,  nous 
sommes a l l e s  chez  nos cam arades f r a n j a i s .  
Le lendem ain ,  t o u t  l e  monde e s t  reste"" au 
ly c e e .  L 'a p r e s m id i ,  nos deux eq u ip es '  ont
jo u e  c o n t r e  c e l l e s  de Bayonne.
M alheureusem ent, l e s  F r a n j a i s  on t gagne" 
l e s  deux m atches .

Le lendem ain ,  nous sommes a l l e s  au 
Musee Basque de B ayonne,ou nous avons vu 
comment v i v a i e n t  l e s  Basques d * a u t r e f o i s .  
Le s o i r ,  t o u t  l e  monde a  eu re n d ez -v o u s  
au  b a r  de Tony. La on p o u v a i t  s 'a m u s e r  
dans une v e r i t a b l e  am biance f r a n c a i s e .

POUR CONTRE

Henry M e l l i s h  0 8

High Pavement 10 12

Les F r a n c a i s  s e  s o n tb i e n  am uses, mais 
i l s  ont d i t  que t o u t e s  l e s  jeu n es  
A n g la ise s  r e s s e m b la i e n t  aux chevaux (mais 
nous ne l e  c ro y o n s  p a s t )

P endan t l e u r  s £ j o u r  i l s  on t t r o u v e  un 
e x c e l l e n t  pub q u i  s 'a p p e l l e "The V a le " .
Qui d i r a  que l e s  F r a n c a i s  ne b o iv e n t  pas 
a u t a n t  que l e s  A n g la i s ?

Eh b i e n ,  e n f i n  l e s  F r a n c a i s  s o n t  
r e n t r e s , e t  un j o u r  nous r e to q r n e r o n s  p e u t -  
e t r e  a  Bayonne.

Pendan t l e s  jo u r s  s u i v a n t s  nous 
avons j o u e " c o n t r e  l e  B .O .,  une eq u ip e  de 
B i a r r i t z  ( e t  com m e^d 'habitude l e s  
F r a n c a i s  ont gagne e t  nous avons p a s s e  une 
jo u rn e e  a  San S e b a s t i a n .  La v e i l l e  de 
n o t r e  d e p a r t ,  nous avons jo u e  l e  d e r n i e r  
match c o n t r e  Bayonne. Ce s o i r - l a  nous 
avons f a i t  nos bagages e t  av a n t  de nous en 
a l l e r ,  nous avons d i t  "au- r e v o i r "  aux 
f a m i l i e s  q u i  nous a v a ie n t  s i  b i e n  r e c u s .

Deux jo u r s  p lu s  t a r d ,  a  l a  f i n  d ’un 
voyage f a t i g a n t ,  nous sommes a r r i v e s  a 
n o t r e  d e s t i n a t i o n .

A lo r s ,  m a in ten an t  nous p a r l e r o n s  
un peu du s e j o u r  des F r a n c a i s  en 
A n g l e t e r r e .

I l s  s o n t  venus i c i  en mars pour h u i t  
j o u r s  pour jo u e r  au rugby , e t  comme nous, 
i l s  a v a ie n t  deux e q u ip e s ,  l e s  c a d e t s  e t  
l e s  m inim es. *

Pendan t l e u r  v i s i t e  i l s  s o n t  a l l e s  a 
York, e t  a u s s i  a  " L 'H o te l  de V i l l e "  a 
N o t t in g h a m . .

Les c a d e t s  on t joue  t r o i s  matches 
e t  l e s  minimes ont joue  deux m atches .  
V o ic i  l e s  r e s u l t a t s :

Les Cadets:

POUR CONTRE

High School 23 16

Henry Mellish 67 0

High Pavement 4 16

L. C oronato  (5B)
D. T a y lo r  (5B)

P h o t o  : c o u r t e %v o f  ' m o t t i m c i h a h
E v e n i n g  P o fc T *



HAUNTED LAMBLEf

, Where I  l i v e  i s  on th e  ^ a i n  S t r e e t  in  
Lambley, which l i e s  i n  th e  v a l l e y  and on h 
th e  w est  o f  th e  v i l l a g e  i s  th e  Dumbles, 
w i th  th e  s t r e a m ,  C ocker Beck, which t r i c k l e s  
from th e  h i l l s  n e a r  A rn o ld ,  th ro u g h  th e  
v i l l a g e  and beyond Lowdham. One i n t e r e s t i n g  
t h i n g  a b o u t  Lambley i s  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  a  
number o f  t r u e  s t o r i e s  a b o u t  g h o s t l y  and 
s u p e r n a t u r a l  h a p p e n in g s .

P ro b a b ly  th e  m ost n o t o r i o u s  g h o s t  i n  
th e  v i l l a g e  i s  th e  one o f  o ld  Timend and 
h i s  savage  w h i te  B u l l - d o g .

'Ih is  g h o s t  h as  been  see n  by a  number o f  
my f r i e n d s .  Sometimes th e  g h o s ts  o f  man 
and dog a p p e a r  a s  shadows and sometimes 
a lo n e .

Old Timend d ie d  a b o u t  t h r e e  o r  fo u r  
y e a r s  ago .  H is  a n c i e n t  c o t t a g e  on C a t f o o t  
Lane h as  been knocked down and a  new house 
b u i l t  o v e r  i t s  p l a c e .  'Ih is  a c t i v i t y  i s  
p ro b a b ly  what made th e  s p i r i t  r e s t l e s s .

I f  you walk a t  n i g h t  p a s t  th e  o ld  b a m  
a t  th e  top  o f  ’' i l l  Lane , you g e t  th e  f e e l i n g  
t h a t  some p re s e n c e  i s  i n  th e  d a rk n e s s  o f  the  
b a m  and u n see n  eyes  a r e  s t a r i n g  a t  you.
As you walk down f u r t h e r  you b e g in  to  th in k  
th e r e  i s  someone b e h in d  you b u t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  
when you tu r n  round t h e r e ’ s n o th in g .  As 
w e l l  a s  th e  sound o f  y o u r  own f o o t s t e p s  on 
th e  l o o s e  g r a v e l  o f  th e  l a n e ,  you can h e a r  
th e  t r e a d  o f  o t h e r  s t e p s  above th e  n o i s e  o f  
y o u r  own. When you s t o p ,  th e y  s t o p  a s  w e l l .

L a s t l y ,  t h e r e  i s  D arkho le  c o m e r  on 
Wicketwood, which i s  a  s m a l l  l a n e  l e a d i n g  
to  a  f i e l d  j u s t  o f f  S p r in g  Lane. 'Ih is  l a n e  
i s  on one s i d e  b o rd e re d  by a  h ig h  bank and 
on th e  o t h e r  s i d e  by a  t h i c k  hedge o r  t h i c k e t  
coming o f f  th e  l a n e  and up th e  f i e l d s .  The 
same s e n s a t i o n  i s  f e l t  a s  on C a t f o o t  H i l l .  
D ark h d fr .co m e r  i s  b e l i e v e d  to  be h au n te d  by 
th e  same s p e c i e s  o f  S p i r i t  which d i s t u r b s  
th e  peace  o f  n o c t u r n a l  p a s s e r s b y  n e a r  th e  
o ld  be.m .

R . r .  Common ( 1A)
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THE SAFE

He s to o d  o p p o s i t e  t h e  sa fe ,k n o w in g  
t h a t  i f  he t u r n e d  i t  t o  t h e  wrong number 
i t  would s e t  o f f  t h e  a la rm .  He put on 
t h e  s t e th o s c o p e  and s lo w ly  he t u r n e d  th e  
d i a l ;  i t  c l i c k e d  ro u n d .  Then he h ea rd  
a n o th e r  sound . Was i t  b ecau se  i t  was t h e  
r i g h t  number o r  was i t  t h e  c lo c k ?  I t  was 
a  d i f f i c u l t  d e c i s i o n :  he e i t h e r  went t o
p r i s o n  f o r  t e n  y e a r s  o r  was on t h e  way t o  
b e in g  a  r i c h  man. He made up h i s  mind i t  
must “be t h e  r i g h t  number so  he tu r n e d  on to  
t h e  n ex t  number. No a la rm  went and he 
heaved  a  s ig f i  o f  r e l i e f .  D e c is io n  a f t e r  
d e c i s i o n :  was i t  t h e  c l o c k  o r  was i t  t h e  
s a f e ?  He had o n ly  f i f t e e n  m inu tes  b e f o r e  
t h e  g u a rd  came b ac k .  The m inu tes  t i c k e d  
away and each  m inu te  seemed l i k e  an h o u r .  
T here  was t h e  c l i c k i n g  o f  t h e  s a f e  and th e  
t i c k i n g  o f  t h e  c lo c k ,  one th e n  t h e  o t h e r } 
c l i c k  th e n  t i c k  u n t i l  he was n o t  s u r e  
which was w hich. The n o i s e s  seemed to  
become lo u d e r  u n t i l  he th o u g h t  was i t  t h e  
s a f e  t h a t  went t i c k  o r  was i t  t h e  c lo ck ?
His mind went b la n k  and a l l  he h e a rd  was t h e  
t i c k  o f  t h e  c lo c k  and t h e  c l i c k  o f  t h e  s a f e ,  
o r  was i t  t h e  t i c k  o f  t h e  s a f e  and t h e  c l i c k  
o f  t h e  c lo c k ?  Then he  d i d n ' t  know which 
was which and j u s t  k e p t  t u r n i n g  th e  d i a l  
u n t i l  su d d en ly  i t  opened . T here  b e f o re  
h i s  eyes were th o u sa n d s  o f  n o t e s .  He j u s t  
s t a r e d  a t  them f o r  a  w h i le  th e n  s t a r t e d  t o  
coun t them one by one. Then th e  guard  
came i n ,  saw him and r a i s e d  th e  a la rm .
L a t e r  he was ta k e n  o u t , s t i l l  c o u n t in g  th e  
n o t e s .

U .F .O . 's

Do you b e l i e v e  i n  U .F .O . ' s ?

D uring  an ev e n in g  r e c e p t i o n  o f  s e v e r a l  
hundred  a s t ro n o m ers  a t  V i c t o r i a ,  B r i t i s h  
Columbia, i n  t h e  summer o f  1968, word 
s p r e a d  t h a t  j u s t  o u t s i d e  t h e  h a l l  s t r a n g e l y  
m anoeuvring l i g h t s  -  U .F .O . 's  -  had been 
s p o t t e d .  The news was met by c a s u a l  
b a n t e r  and t h e  g i g g l i n g  t h a t  o f t e n  
accom panies an e m b a r ra s s in g  s i t u a t i o n .
Not one a s t ro n o m e r  v e n tu re d  o u t s i d e  i n  th e  
summer n ig h t  t o  s e e  f o r  h im s e l f .

A U .F.O . REPORT.

A. Sansom (3C) Two p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  even s i g h t e d  a 
U.F.O. I t  was a  l a r g e ,  b r i g h t ,  round 
o b je c t  50 d eg ree s  above t h e  h o r i z o n .  The 
o b j e c t  hung m o t io n le s s  f o r  about 15 m inutes 
b l a c k i n g  out when t h e  o f f i c e r s  shone t h e i r  
s p o t l i g h t s  up to w ard s  i t .  Then i t  moved 
and th e n  s to o d  m o t io n le s s  a g a in .  A f te r  
30 m in u te s ,  t h e  l i g h t  s h o t  o f f  a t  h ig h  
s p e e d .  No sound was h e a rd .

I  do not know w he the r  t o  b e l i e v e  in  
U .F .O . ' s  o r  n o t ,  b u t  out o f  a l l  t h e  
p l a n e t s  I  t h i n k  t h e r e  must be a n o th e r  w ith  
l i f e  forms on i t .

A l l  U .F.O. r e p o r t s  a r e  put in  a  f i l e ,  
c a l l e d  p r o j e c t  b l u e  book.

V ery few r e p o r t s  a r e  g e n e ra te d  by 
m e n ta l ly  u n s t a b l e  p e r s o n s .  P s y c h i a t r i s t  
B e r th o ld  Schwarz examined 3 ,400  m enta l  
p a t i e n t s  w ith o u t  f i n d i n g  one e x p e r ie n c e  
r e l a t e d  t o  U . F . O . ' s .

II
P. O ldershaw (2C)



12 THE DESERT

They to o k  me i n  a  co v e re d  wagon and d rove f o r  lo n g  h o u rs .  T here  w ere two in  th e  back  
w ith  me, b o th  w e a rin g  g re e n  u n ifo rm s and b o th  c a r r y in g  a u to m a tic  w eapons. They s t a r e d  
s i l e n t l y  i n  f r o n t  o f  th e m s e lv e s , so  I  s a t  and s a id  n o th in g .

When th e y  s to p p e d  th e  j o l t i n g  t r u c k ,  th e  two p ick ed  me up and th rew  me ou t from  th e  
b ack  o n to  th e  d u s ty  t r a c k .  They th e n  c o n tin u e d  on and w ere soon  o n ly  a  c lo u d  o f  d u s t 
becom ing e v e r  f a i n t e r .

They had l e f t  me in  a  d e s e r t .  I  lo o k ed  a l l  a round  and e n c o u n te re d  o n ly  san d , 
e n d le s s  t r a c k s  o f  dunes r i g h t  up t o  my h o r iz o n .  Prom above a  c l e a r  b lu e  sk y  l e a p t  down t o  
meet th e  g o ld .  R ad ian ce  shim m ered a l l  a ro u n d .

I  w andered ab o u t a  g r e a t  d e a l ;  n o t w ith  any  p a r t i c u l a r  p u rp o se  b u t c lim b ed  odd sand  
dunes and rem arked  on th e  g r a in s  o f  san d s and to o k  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  s c a t t e r e d  ro c k s  . The 
h e a t  i n  th e  day was trem endous b u t I  s a t  i n  sh ad e  o f  dunes and had  p le n ty  o f  tim e  f o r  
r e f l e c t i v e  th o u g h t o f  l i f e  back  i n  th e  C i ty .

I t  was a s  I  s a t  a t  th e  b o ttom  o f  a  dune one d ay , m using, t h a t  a  s t r a n g e r  s to o d  o v e r
me. I  lo o k ed  up to  him b u t he seemed to  be  g a z in g  a l l  a ro u n d . He was l a r g e ,  i n  f a c t  so
g ran d  to  th e  p o in t  o f  b e in g  g ro te s q u e  and h i s  g i r t h  b l o t t e d  o u t th e  l i g h t  from  above .

He g r in n e d  h u g e ly  down a t  me, b u t h i s  mouth was f u l l  o f  d e c a y . " U t te r  w a s te " ,  he
s a i d ,  s p re a d in g  h is  t h i c k  hand i n  f r o n t  o f  him . "O nly  s to n e s  and san d  to  e a t ,  come and fo llo w  
me and have y o u r f i l l . "  I  to s s e d  a  s to n e  a s id e  and s to o d  up b e s id e  him , he g r in n e d  a g a in  
and w addled o f f .  I  fo llo w e d  him .

For some tim e  we w alked u n t i l  we came to  a  c o n c re te  b lo ck h o u se  and he bade me e n t e r .  
T h is  I  d id  and came upon a  huge b an q u e t t a b l e  s tre w n  w ith  s t r a n g e  m eats and e x o t ic  f r u i t s .
At th e  head  o f  th e  t a b l e  s a t  th e  s t r a n g e r ,  s t i l l  g r in n in g  and a s k in g  me to  f e a s t ;  and th e r e  
were two o th e r s ,  one each  s i d e .

S tr a ig h tw a y  th e y  s e t  t o  th e  s p re a d  b e fo re  them  and I  s t a r e d  am azed. W ith t h e i r  
hands th e y  s t a r t e d  t o  g o rg e  t h e i r  g a p in g  m ouths. L ik e  f i s h  th e  cav e rn o u s  o r i f i c e s  were 
c o n s t a n t ly  m oving; d r ib b le  and d e b r is  s c a t t e r e d  o v e r  fa c e  and c l o t h e s .  S tu p e f ie d ,  I  saw 
a  change in  t h e i r  m ien, th e  t h r e e  had become human p ig s .  D is g u s t in g  n o is e s  echoed a l l  round  
and th e  w hole f e a s t  had no t a s t e  o f  d ecen cy . From them  I  lo o k ed  to  th e  re m a in in g  s p re a d  an d , 
as I  d id ,  I  f a n c ie d  I  c o u ld  sm e ll so m eth in g  l i k e  r i p e  food g o in g  b ad . Looking more i n t e n t l y  
I  saw s ig n s  o f  th e  c o r r u p t io n ,  e x o t ic  f r u i t s  had marks o f  d e g e n e ra c y , g lo b u la r  m aggo tts  
w rith e d  from  su g a ry  p r i s o n s ,  in s e c t  g rubs d is s o lv e d  t h e i r  p a n a c e a s , h o r r o r  • £  h o rro rs  th e  
t h r e e  a t e .  I  s h r ie k e d  and ra n  o u t in to  th e  b r ig h t  s u n l i g h t .

More tim e  p a sse d  in  th e  g o ld en  h e a t  and I  c o n s ta n t ly  r e f l e c t e d  on my l i f e ;  l i k e  th e  
g r a in s  o f  san d  a l l  ab o u t me i t  f e l l  th ro u g h  my f i n g e r s ,  b u t was n o t a l l  gone y e t .  Coming 
to w ard s me was a  man, t a l l  he w as, c a r r y in g  h im s e lf  in  a  h a u g h ty  manner a p p a re n t ly  unaw are 
o f  th e  c o n d i t io n s  a ro u n d  him . He came up to  me and I  c o u ld  s e e  he had a  p r in c e ly  lo o k , a  
p o in te d  f a c e ,  d a rk  h a i r  and ta p e r e d  b e a rd .

" U t te r  w a s te " ,  he s a i d .  "You l i v e  and r u l e  a  b a r re n  d e s e r t l a n d .  Man was meant f o r  
b e t t e r .  Come w ith  me; l e t  me show y o u ."  He k ic k e d  th e  san d  away i n  contem pt and tu rn e d  
back  on th e  p a th  he had come. I  s to o d  u p , ra d ia n c e  s t i l l  shone down, and I  s e t  o f f  a f t e r  him .

Time tru d g e d  by and we came to  a  c o n c re te  d w e ll in g , n o t u n l ik e  th e  one I  had 
e n c o u n te re d  b e f o re ,  and he s l ip p e d  i n s i d e .  When I  e n te r e d  a  m ovie p r o j e c to r  was show ing a  
f i lm  o f  o u r w o rld . A ll  th e  c o n t in e n ts  w ere shown, t h e i r  r i c h e s  o f  g o ld ,  d iam onds, s i l v e r ,  
s a p p h i r e s ,  r u b i e s ,  je w e ls  w ere th row n up from  th e  b o w e ls . I  was i n t e r e s t e d .  What c o u ld  
n o t be done w ith  su ch  w e a lth ?  I  lo o k ed  round  and gazed  i n to  a  huge o v a l m ir ro r ,  y e t  i t  was 
n o t my r e f l e c t i o n  I  saw . T h e re in  I  gazed  on sc e n e s  o f  g re e d , m urder and g r e a t  s u f f e r i n g  by 
many. I  saw p lag u e  and p e s t i l e n c e ,  s t a r v a t i o n  and  d ec ay . G re a t w ars ro s e  u p , w hole f i e l d s  
were b a th e d  in  w arm ,gush ing  b lo o d  and in  th e  m id s t,  on a  m o u n d ,sa t th e  s k e le to n  o f  a  K ing .
An e n c ru s te d  crown to p p ed  i t s  g r i s l y  p a te ,  i t  was sh ro u d ed  i n  c lo a k s  o f  s i l k  and v e lv e t ;
b a u b le s  o f  a l l  s o r t s  bedecked  i t s  w h iten ed  d i g i t s .  I  r a n  ou t s c re a m in g ............. i t  was a
t r a v e s t y .

I  l a y  back  now and th e  san d  was warm and p l e a s a n t .  I  r e s t e d  my body and mind a g a in ,  
i t  was good t o  f e e l  a l i v e  i n s i d e .  A shadow c ro s s e d  my s h u t  e y e s ;  i n  f r o n t  o f  me s to o d  a  
f i g u r e ,  sh ro u d ed  in  a  g re y  c lo a k  and hood so  t h a t  I  c o u ld  n o t s e e  h i s  f a c e .  From a f a r  came



a  v o ic e ,  and I  f e l t  t h a t  I  knew i t .  I t  c a l l e d  o u t .  I  s to o d  to  s e e  w here i t  came from ,
a n d ,a s  I  was tu rn e d  away from  th e  s t r a n g e r ,  he t i e d  a  b l i n d f o ld  o v e r  my eyes and my arms 
became so  numb t h a t  I  c o u ld  n o t move them  to  remove th e  o b s t r u c t io n .

Then we w alked , and I  f e l t  my le g s  ache w ith  w eigh t', we c lim b ed  to r tu o u s ly  up an  ev e r 
s te e p e n in g  h i l l s i d e .  P e r s p i r a t i o n  poured  o f f  my fo re h e a d , my b r e a th  came i n  s h o r t ,  s h a rp
s t u t t e r s  and I  f e l t  co m p le te  e x h a u s tio n  f o r  th e  f i r s t  t im e  s in c e  my s t a y  i n  th e  d e s e r t .

A ll was h o t sind s t i c k y ,  drumming sounded  i n  my e a rs  and a g a in  I  h e a rd  th e  v o ic e .
"We a r e  a t  th e  to p  o f  a  h ig h  m oun tain , as  I  lo o k  below  s to n e s  a r e  o n ly  b u t s p e c k s , th e  ro c k  
i s  s h e e r  and th e  view  i s  o f  g r e a t  u n en d in g  s p a c e ; in d eed  you s ta n d  o n ly  in c h e s  from  th e  edge 
o f  an  a lm o st b o tto m le s s  d ro p . J u s t  le a n  and f a l l ,  s e e  i f  I  l i e . "  V e r t ig o  s h o t  th ro u g h  
my body in  s i c k l y ,  spasm ic w aves, I  c lu tc h e d  a t  s a n i t y ,  I  c o u ld  n o t s e e  th e  panoram a, 
t h e r e f o r e  i t  made i t  more t e r r i f y i n g .

P an ic  su rg e d  from  some p rim a l r o o t  deep  w ith in  me, i t  overcam e th e  numbness o f  my 
arm s. I  t o r e  o f f  my mask and came fa c e  t o  fa c e  w ith  th e  hooded o u t r a g e .  I  s n a tc h e d  back  
th e  p r o te c t io n  and was s tu n n e d  to  s e e  my own fa c e  u n d e r i t s  a p p a r e l .

The t r u c k  j o l t e d  back  to w ard s th e  C i ty ,  th e  same two g u a rd s  s a t  t h e r e  m o tio n le s s .
I  c le n c h e d  my hands o v e r  my k n e e s . Now t h a t  I  had come fa c e  t o  fa c e  w ith  m y s e lf ...................

B. J a c k so n  (6UA)

IT SOMETIMES HAPPENS

Here, there, everywhere,my mother 
Dusting everything in sight, like a 
Computerised dusting robot. Suddenly, 
The television approaches her, she 
Rubs it, while the dust flies into 
The air.

Ouch! my mother cries as she 
Looks down at her swelling 
Thumb. She says to herself think 
Nothing of it. The pain takes control 
And she sees the radio aerial 
Sticking out in the form of a splinter.

Ouch! my mother cries again while 
Trying to pull out the aerial.
Craaack! the aerial snaps at the 
Base and splinters into her hand like 
A Cadbury's flake.

The aerial now ends abruptly like 
A tree stump. My mother frantically 
Phones the doctor's to make an 
Appointment. The rest of the day 
She spends thinking of all the 
Horrible ways of having a nail 
Off.

In the evening my father arrives 
Home and hears all about the 
Accident. He says "yes, yes I will 
sandpaper it." In the next morning 
She asks him again and he does 
It. Dad said "it sometimes happens." 
While he just finished sandpapering.

13
G . Cooper (2A)

LIBERACE

The portly, plump and pleasing figure 
of Liberace minced across the stage, his 
candelabra held a lo ft .

liis gleaming white teeth flashed a 
smile at h is audience, as brightly as h is  
candelabra. His face radiated confidence 
and joy. His whole bearing indicated s e lf -  
assurance and sa tisfaction . He was indeed 
a prominent man. His nose emphasised th is  
point.

his sequin coat ta i ls  sparkled as he 
flipped them up to seat himself at the 
piano.

The b illio n  dollar sparkles in his eyes 
were nearly as bright as the buttons on his 
su it .

His nimble fingers chased each other 
across the ivory keys, playing the music 
that momma lik es .

With expert timing his smile turns to  
the audience, his smile synchronizing with 
the beat of the music.

His f r i l le d  cuff dangled delica te ly  as 
every now and then he flourished a limp hand 
at his audience.

P. Blatherwick (4A)



THE DAY THE OFFICE WAS RAIDED

Many o f  you w i l l  a l r e a d y  have re a d  r e p o r t s  i n  l o c a l  new spapers c o n c e rn in g  th e  
ro b b e ry  w hich to o k  p la c e  i n  th e  s c h o o l o f f i c e  d u r in g  th e  E a s te r  h o l id a y s .  Among a r t i c l e s  
s t o l e n  w ere a  bag  c o n ta in in g  a  l a r g e  amount o f  s i l v e r ,  c o in s  and n o te s  and  s e v e r a l  sc h o o l 
t r o p h i e s .

M iss Hodges, one o f  th e  s c h o o l s e c r e t a r i e s ,  was w ork ing  a lo n e  i n  th e  o f f i c e  when two 
men w e a rin g  s to c k in g  masks b u r s t  i n .  W hile n a t u r a l l y  a la rm ed , M iss Hodges had th e  p re se n c e  
o f  mind to  a c t i v a t e  a  s w itc h  ( lo c a te d  u n d er h e r  d esk ) w hich o p e ra te s  a  c l o s e d - c i r c u i t  T.V. 
sy s te m . Such sy stem s a r e  i n  u se  i n  many a u t h o r i t y  s c h o o ls  and  form  a  p a r t  o f  th e  s e c u r i t y  
p re c a u t io n s  a d v is a b le  f o r  a l l  p re m ise s  where -  as  a t  Henry M e l l i s h -  sums o f  money ( f o r  lu n ch es  
e t c . )  a r e  k e p t and  h a n d le d . The p h o to s  w hich we p r i n t  below  a r e  e n la rg e d  " s t i l l s "  from  th e  
T .V . ta p e  and show th e  r a id e r s  a t  w ork. They have r e c e n t ly  been  r e tu r n e d  t o  us by th e  lo c a l  
p o l i c e .

MISS HODGES IS  BOUND AND GAGGED NY ONE RAIDER WHILE THE 

OTHER THREATENS AND REMONSTRATES WITH HER.

OPPOSITE TOP: THE RAIDERS LEAVE WITH THEIR BOOTY.'



M iss Hodges ta k e s  up th e  s to r y :

M iss Hodges: I  was b usy  w ork ing  on Mr. H e n ry 's  d in n e r  r e g i s t e r ,  c o r r e c t i n g  i t  and so  on,
when t h e r e  was a  sudden  thump a t  th e  d o o r and th e s e  two v ic io u s - lo o k in g  th u g s  ru sh e d  
i n .  W ell, a t  f i r s t  I  th o u g h t i t  was j u s t  Mr. A tk in s  and Mr. H u tch in so n  up t o  t h e i r  
u s u a l  t r i c k s  b u t th e s e  two men w e re n 't  q u i t e  t h a t  f r ig h t e n i n g .

E d i to r s : Were you a b le  t o  r e c o g n is e  t h e i r  v o ic e s  a t  a l l ?

M iss H: W ell, one o f  them  sounded  a  l o t  l i k e  Mr. S u th e r l a n d . . . .b u t  th e y  w ere b o th  v e ry
a t h l e t i c  and f i t  and th e y  had lo n g  h a i r .

E d i to r s : So you knew i t  c o u ld n 't  have been  Mr. S u th e r la n d ?

M iss H: Y es. A lso  n e i t h e r  o f  t h e s e  men was handsome enough.

E d i to r s : I  s e e .  T h ere  w ere some rum ours t h a t  t h i s  c o u ld  have b een  an  in s id e  jo b  -

M s s  H: Now, l i s t e n ,  you r a t s  -  th e  fe d s  c a n ' t  p in  a n y th in g  on me.

E d i to r s : F in a l ly ,  have you been  a b le  t o  h e lp  th e  p o l i c e  i n  t h e i r  i n q u i r i e s ?

M iss H: I ' d  l i k e  t o  th in k  so  b u t when th e y  a r r i v e d ,  th e y  seem ed more i n t e r e s t e d  in
c l e a r i n g  u p  th e  w id e sp re a d  a l l e g a t i o n s  o f  c o r r u p t io n  and  em bezzlem ent i n  th e  
tu c k  sh o p .

E d i to r s :  Q u ite .  Thank y o u , M s s  Hodges.

( P in a l  N o te: No a r r e s t s  have so  f a r  b een  made i n  t h i s  c a s e  b u t th e  e d i t o r s  c o n f id e n t ly
e x p e c t some l e g a l  c h a rg e s  t o  be  made soon  -  i f  n o t i n  c o n n e c tio n  w ith  th e  ro b b e ry  th e n  
s u r e ly  i n  c o n n e c tio n  w ith  t h i s  a r t i c l e ) .  15
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"Fo llow  me", he s a i d .

I  fo l lo w e d  and we went i n t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g  
and t o  t h e  l i f t .  At t h e  f i f t h  f l o o r  t h e  
l i f t  door opened and we were i n  a  lo n g  
c o r r i d o r .  We w alked  down t h i s  c o r r i d o r  
u n t i l  we came t o  room 7 6 . Opening th e  
d o o r ,  t h e  man l e d  t h e  way i n  and t o l d  me 
t o  s i t  i n  t h e  c h a i r .  S i t t i n g  i n  t h e  c h a i r  
t h e  man p la c e d  some w ire s  on my head  and th en  
l e f t .

An hour l a t e r  I  l e f t  and was d r iv e n  home 
i n  t h e  same c a r  i n  w hich  I  had come.
L eav ing  me o u t s i d e  my house  t h e  c a r  drove 
o f f .  I  th o u g h t  what s t u p i d  p e rso n  would 
want t o  gc a  walk when th e y  had a  T.V. i n  
t h e i r  house?

C. Bent (3C)

(The y e a r  i s  2000 -  a  s o l i t a r y  
p e d e s t r i a n  has  j u s t  been p ick ed  up by one 
o f  t h e  two re m a in in g  p o l i c e  c a r s  i n  t h e  
c i t y ) .

D r iv in g  th ro u g h  th e  n ig h t  t h e  c a r  made 
i t s  way t o  t h e  o u t s k i r t s  o f  t h e  town. In  
t h e  back o f  t h e  c a r  I t r i e d  t o  t a l k  t o  th e  
in te rc o m .

"What have I done? Where a r e  you 
ta k i f ig  me? What i s  t h e  c e n t r e ? "

The in te rc o m  s a i d  i n  a  m eta l  v o ic e ,
"Shut up and do not s a y  a n o th e r  w ord ."

S i t t i n g ,  I th o u g h t  what a r e  t h e y  g o in g  
t o  do t o  me? W il l  th e y  k i l l  me; w i l l  th e y  
t o r t u r e  me, o r  w i l l  t h e y  b ra in w ash  me?

Now t h e  c a r  drew up i n  f r o n t  o f  a  l a r g e  
b u i l d i n g  I had n e v e r  s e e n  i n  my l i f e  b e fo re  
i n  a l l  t h e  w a lk in g  I  had done. The 
b u i l d i n g  was a  d i r t y  w h i te  c o lo u r  and to  
my s u r p r i s e  had no windows f a c i n g  on t o  th e  
s t r e e t .  The b u i l d i n g  I  guess  was made o f  
c o n a s t e e l  -  t h i s  i s  a l o t  s t r o n g e r  th a n  
o r d in a r y  s t e e l .  T h is  m a t e r i a l  was v e ry  
e x p e n s iv e  and o n ly  t h e  government co u ld  
a f f o r d  a  b u i l d i n g  as  b i g  as  t h i s  one. The 
b u i l d i n g  I g u esse d  was a t  l e a s t  200 f e e t  
h ig h .  Suddenly  t h e  door opened and a  man 
in  a  r e d  s u i t  was s t a n d i n g  t h e r e .

THE OLD CHIEF

The Old C h ie f  s a t  s t a r i n g  a t  th e  
m idn igh t sk y . H is em era ld  g re e n  eyes 
sh o n e . H is fa c e  was as ru g g ed  as th e  
N o rth  w ind . H is c h in  had been  eroded  
away, h i s  l i p s  had no d e f i n i t e  sh a p e . 
P eace  and t r a n q u i l i t y  dw elt i n  h i s  once 
tem p estu o u s m ind. H a tred  had  grown and 
d ev e lo p ed  q u ic k ly  a g a in s t  th e  w h ite  man 
a f t e r  h i s  fa m ily  had been  s l a u g h te r e d .  
Once h a t r e d  had been  th e  l e a d e r  o f  h i s  
army o f  th o u g h ts ,  w hich co n q u e red  h is  
a c t i o n s ,  and b ro u g h t h i s  s l a u g h te r in g  o f  
h i s  once w h ite  f r i e n d s .  Only p a s s iv e  
r e s i s t a n c e  had  calm ed h i s  th o u g h ts  and 
d e f e a te d  h a t r e d .

C .J .  S m ith  (2B)



'HE SLAYING OP HIS "ONSTER

The Tyman was a  t e r r i b l e  tw o-headed 
m o n s te r  who rav ag ed  th e  c o u n t ry  o f  K ing 
E la n d o r .  I f  p eo p le  lo o k ed  a t  t h i s  Tyman 
th e y  would be  p u t  i n  a  t r a n c e  and become 
m o t io n le s s .  The Tyman would come up to  
them and c a r r y  them o f f  to  h i s  den .  There 
he  would e a t  some o f  them and hang  t h e i r  
h ead s  o u t s i d e  h i s  c a v e .  The re m a in d e r  he  
then  p u t  i n  a  g i a n t  p i t  and u n le a s h e d  ten  
t e r r i b l e  sn ak e s  who would s t i n g  them then  
e a t  them. This  was th e  f a t e  t h a t  th e  
f r i e n d s  o f  Helphon were to  s h a r e .

One day Helphon and h i s  f r i e n d s  were 
w a lk in g  th ro u g h  th e  woods on a  h u n t i n g  t r i p .  
They d id  n o t  know th e y  were n e a r  th e  cave o f  
th e  Tyman and so th e y  were o n ly  l o o k in g  f o r  
a n im a ls  to  s h o o t .  H elphon had wandered from 
th e  p a th  and when he  was q u i t e  a  d i s t a n c e  
away h e  h e a rd  a  c r a c k l i n g  o f  b ra n c h e s  b e in g  
b roken  and s h o u t s  o f  s u r p r i s e .  Then e v e ry ­
t h i n g  went q u i e t .

He ru sh e d  back  to  t h e  p a th  o n ly  to  f i n d  
t h a t  h i s  f r i e n d s  had  gone. He h e a rd  a 
r o a r i n g  i n  th e  d i s t a n c e .  He r a n  i n  th e  
d i r e c t i o n  o f  th e  r o a r i n g  and saw th e  back  o f  
th e  Tyman and a l l  h i s  f r i e n d s  s l u n g  o v e r  th e  
m o n s t e r ' s  s h o u ld e r .  Then th e  Tyman went i n t o  
h i s  cave and  a l l  H elphon h e a rd  were th e  
scream s o f  p a in  and th e  h i s s i n g s  o f  th e  
s e r p e n t s .  Helphon knew t h a t  th e  Tyman would 
b r i n g  th e  h ead s  o u t  o f  th e  cave and  hang  
them on h i s  p o s t  so  h e  h i d  h i m s e l f  and took 
c a r e  n o t  to  lo o k  a t  th e  m o n s te r  a s  i t  came 
o u t  o f  th e  ca v e .  As he  w a i te d  i n  h i s  h id e  
Helphon swore rev en g e  on th e  Tyman.

J u p i t e r  h e a rd  t h i s  and s a i d  t h a t  he 
would g iv e  Helphon a  sword so s h a r p  t h a t  a  
p e rso n  had  o n ly  to  s c r a p e  i t  on h i s  s k in  to  
r e c e i v e  a  deep g a s h ,  and a l s o  h e  would g iv e  
Helphon a  s h in y  s h i e l d  so  t h a t  h e  need  n o t  
lo o k  d i r e c t l y  a t  th e  Tyman.

That n i ^ i t  Helphon s t o l e  i n t o  th e  
Tyman's c a v e ,  l o o k in g  i n t o  th e  s h i e l d .  J u s t  
a s  h e  was ab o u t  to  p lu n g e  th e  sword i n t o  th e  
Tyman's h e a r t  th e  Tyman awoke. Helphon ra n  
and h i d .  He was lo o k in g  i n  h i s  s h i e l d  and 
a s  h e  saw th e  Tyman walk o u t  h e  fo l lo w ed  and 
d rove  th e  sword r i g h t  th ro u g h  th e  m o n s t e r 's  
c h e s t .  The Tyman r e a r e d  up and s lo w ly  and 
n o i s i l y  he  d ie d .

Helphon c u t  o f f  th e  c r e a t u r e ' s  head  w i th  
one s t r o k e  o f  h i s  sword and p u t  i t  i n  a  p u rs e  
to  show to  K ing  E lan d o r .  K ing  E lan d o r  was so 
p l e a s e d  t h a t  he  o f f e r e d  h i s  d a u g h t e r ' s  hand 
in  m a r r ia g e  to  H elphon.

C . j .  H i l l a r y  (2A)



AN ESCAPE PROM A BOARDING SCHOOL

V in cen t Holmes goes to  M ay fie ld  C o lle g e  and one day he had  an argum ent w ith  a  
te a c h e r  and th e  te a c h e r  s a id  he  would g e t  s i x  o f  th e  b e s t .  He was u p s e t  a b o u t t h i s  
b ec au se  he  had  been  blam ed f o r  so m eth in g  h e  d id  n o t  do . For th e  n e x t  few days h e  w ent 
a ro u n d  s u lk in g  and i f  anybody u p s e t  him he w ould s h o u t  a t  them and t e l l  them to  go away 
o r  he w ould . Hie o th e r  boys t h o u ^ i t  t h a t  he  w ould ru n  i n t o  a  c o m e r  and s t a r t  c r y in g  
b u t  he  d id  n o t ,  he  m eant he w ould ru n  away from s c h o o l .

Two weeks l a t e r  V in ce n t had made up h i s  m ind, h e  would ru n  away from  sc h o o l!
Over a  few days he had  been th in k in g  o f  w hat he was g o in g  to  ta k e  w ith  h im , b u t  th e r e  was 
one th in g  he  cou ld  n o t  make up h i s  mind a b o u t:  t h i s  was w h e th e r to  ru n  back  home o r  to  
run  o u t i n to  th e  c o u n try .  A l i t t l e  l a t e r  t h a t  day V in cen t had  made up h i s  m ind. V in cen t 
was g o in g  i n t o  th e  c o u n try .

The n e x t  day he  s t a r t e d  a  p r o j e c t  c a l l e d  "What you need  in  the c o u n try " .  He 
w ent a ro u n d  h i s  form  a s k in g  boys w hat th e y  would need  to  l i v e  rough  in  th e  c o u n try .
After a few days Vincent had a long l i s t , ,b u t  he did not have any of the items. Most of 
the lis te d  things he could get but some he would have to buy or borrow. The next task 
was to get them. He had already got £3.33^P so he went to the v illa g e  and bought two 
penknives, an enamel cup, a p late, three p lastic  knives and two p lastic  forks. This cost 
Vincent £1.97p. He then went to an ironmonger's and bought a catapult, which cost the 
grand sum of 75p. This l e f t  Vincent with 60^p.

When he got back to the school he went to h is sleeping quarters and put a l l  the
th in g s  he had b o u g h t u n d e r h i s  b ed . Then th e  lu n ch  b e l l  r a n g , o n e .......... tw o .. . , f th r e e  b e l l s
ra n g  so  V in cen t ra n  down to  th e  d in n e r  q u eu e . V in cen t was t h i r d  from  th e  f r o n t  and was 
pushed  a  l o t .  Then V in cen t w ent a c r o s s ,  b u t ,  when he g o t to  th e  d in in g  room, Mr. B lake  
was w a i t in g  f o r  V in c e n t. V in ce n t was w hipped o u t o f  th e  queue w ith o u t  h i s  f e e t  to u c h in g  
th e  g round .

"I told you to see me today at 12.45p.ci. and i t  i s  now 12.55p.m. Why didn't
you come?"

" I  f o r g o t ,  s i r . "

"See me at fiv e  o'clock without fa il ."

"Yes s i r , "  s a id  V in c e n t.

" R i $ i t ,  g e t  back  in  th e  q u eu e ."  B ut by t h i s  tim e n e a r ly  a l l  th e  p re p ,  s c h o o l 
boys had  gone i n t o  d in n e r ,  so  V in c e n t ra n  to  th e  f r o n t  o f  th e  queue .

I t  was now 4 .4 5 p .m . and V in cen t was w o r r ie d ,  b u t  i t  was h i s  f a v o u r i te  l e s s o n ,
M aths, so  he  d id  n o t  hav e  to  th in k  a b o u t i t  much. T ick , t i c k ,  t i c k ..........  th e  tim e was
r o l l i n g  o n , i t  was now 4«53p.m . The b e l l  would go so o n , th o u g h t V in c e n t.

"Holmes, come h e r e ! "  y e l l e d  th e  M aths, t e a c h e r .  V in ce n t had been  c a u g h t n o t  
p a y in g  a t t e n t i o n .  "What w ere you d o in g , young boy?"

"N o th in g ,"  was th e  r e p ly .

"N o th ing ! I  w i l l  t e l l  you w hat you w ere d o in g , you w ere lo o k in g  o u t  o f  th e  
window, w e r e n 't  you?"

"No s i r . "

"You w e re ."

" I  w a s n 't ,  s i r .  I  was th in k in g ."

"R ig h t l a d ,  I  w ant to  see  you in  th e  s ta f f - ro o m  a f t e r  t h i s  l e s s o n ."

"B ut s i r .......... "
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"No ' b u t s ' , "  s a i d  th e  t e a c h e r .  "Get back  to  y o u r  p l a c e . "

"Yes s i r . "  'Ihen th e  b e l l  ra n g  w i th  an e a r - p i e r c i n g  d ro n e .  V in ce n t  ra n  a s  f a s t  
a s  he  co u ld  down to  th e  s t a f f - r o o m ,  and knocked on th e  d o o r .  Mr. B lake  opened i t .  I t  
was th e  f i r s t  t im e V in ce n t  had  been i n  th e  s t a f f - r o o m  and i t  was funny; i t  s m e l t  o f  l o t s  
o f  t h i n g s ,  p l a s t i c ,  smoke, i n k .  I t  was l i k e  home and t h i s  co m fo r ted  V in c e n t ,  b u t  j u s t  
then  th e  Maths t e a c h e r  came i n .

"Oh, so  you a r e  h e r e  a l r e a d y ,  a r e  you? I  w ant 500 l i n e s  from you b e f o re  
7 o ' c l o c k , "  s a i d  th e  Maths t e a c h e r .

"Yes s i r . "

Then Mr. B lake tu rn e d  ro u n d .  " R ig h t ,  young l a d ,  why d i d n ' t  you come to  me a t  
lu n ch  t im e?"

"I  f o r g o t ,  s i r . "

" I  w i l l  t e a c h  you to  f o r g e t .  Hold o u t  y our  h a n d ."  Ihen  from b eh in d  Mr. B l a k e 's  
back came th e  d re ad ed  c a n e .  "Hold o u t  y o u r  r i ^ i t  h a n d ."  V in ce n t  l i f t e d  h i s  hand s lo w ly ,  
and when th e  cane  went up V in ce n t  c lo s e d  h i s  e y e s .  A s l i g h t  b r e e z e  p a s se d  h i s  f a c e  and 
then  h i s  hand w ent numb.

"T hat h u r t , "  t h o u ^ i t  V in c e n t .

, "Hold up y o u r  l e f t  h an d ,  H olm es."  V in ce n t  l i f t e d  h i s  l e f t  h an d ,  and th en  r a t h e r  
q u i c k ly  came th e  cane  smack on V i n c e n t ' s  h an d .  T ears  came to  V i n c e n t ' s  e y e s .

" R i ^ i t .  O ff  you g o ."  V in ce n t  w ent o u t  c r y in g .

I t  was now 1 .1 5 a .m . V in ce n t  g a th e r e d  h i s  t h in g s  from u n d e r  h i s  b ed .  He was 
now n e r v o u s ,  b u t  h e  s t i l l  went on . He p u t  h i s  c o a t  on and  c r e p t  o u t  th e  d o o r .  He p a s se d  
th e  H e a d 's  o f f i c e ,  down th e  back c o r r i d o r  and o u t  th e  main g a t e s .  V in ce n t  i s  now f r e e .
He ra n  p a s t  th e  P o s t  O f f i c e  and round th e  c o m e r  to  where th e  t a x i s  were p a rk e d .  He g o t  
i n  th e  n e a r e s t  t a x i  and s a i d  "52 G rosvenor S q u a re ,  p l e a s e . "  V in ce n t  had  changed h i s  mind. 
Even though he  knew he would be back  tomorrow and would g e t  th e  can e .

D .J .  Hone ( IB)



THE EARLY DAYS

The Henry M e ll is h  C ounty S eco n d ary  
S ch o o l f o r  Boys was opened by M iss M e ll is h  
on F r id a y ,  4 th  O c to b e r, 1929 and  on 
T uesday , 1 7 th  S ep tem b er, o f  t h a t  y e a r  th e  
f i r s t  p u p i ls  a r r i v e d .  Some o f  th e  boys 
had p re v io u s ly  a t te n d e d  West B r id g fo rd  
C ounty S eco n d ary  S c h o o l, and o th e r s  th e  
H u ck n all C ounty S eco n d ary  S c h o o l, w hich 
had b een  c lo s e d  w ith  th e  o p en in g  o f  th e  
Henry M e ll is h  S c h o o l. B es id es  th e  one 
hundred  and tw e n ty - th r e e  boys who had 
p re v io u s ly  a t te n d e d  se c o n d a ry  s c h o o ls ,  
t h e r e  w ere n in e ty -o n e  p u p i ls  f o r  whom 
se c o n d a ry  s c h o o l - l i f e  was a  new 
e x p e r ie n c e .

The name chosen  f o r  th e  S ch o o l 
commemorates a  r e v e re d  e d u c a t i o n a l i s t ,  
a  l e a d in g  g en tlem an  o f  th e  c o u n ty , a  man 
r e s p e c te d  f o r  h i s  p u b lic  w ork. C o lo n e l 
Henry M e ll is h ,  C .B ., was ch a irm an  o f  th e  
N o ttin g h a m sh ire  E d u c a tio n  C om m ittee f o r  
tw e n ty  y e a r s ,  from  i t s  in c e p t io n  i n  1903*
He was a l s o  a  fa rm e r , a  m a g i s t r a t e ,  a  
m e te o r o lo g is t ,  a  c o u n c i l l o r ,  a  sp o rtsm an , 
ch a irm an  o f  th e  N o ttin g h a m sh ire  
T e r r i t o r i a l  A s s o c ia t io n ,  and  a  member o f  
th e  N a tio n a l  R i f l e  A s s o c ia t io n .  C o lo n el 
M e ll is h  h as  been  d e s c r ib e d  a s  u n i v e r s a l l y  
t r u s t e d  and lo v e d , n o te d  f o r  a  p e r f e c t  
i n t e g r i t y  o f  c h a r a c te r ,  and a  m odesty  
e n t i r e l y  f r e e  from  s e l f - s e e k i n g .  H is l i f e  
i s  a  f i n e  exam ple t o  a l l  young men.

The f ir s t  headmaster of the School 
was Mr. T.O. Balk, M.A., M.C. (Oxon), who 
had previously been headmaster of the 
Andover Grammar School. In the early years 
of the School Mr. Balk was assisted  by 
ten masters, two of whom merit special 
mention: they are Mr. S. Marshall, M.A. and 
Mr. S. R ev ill, M.A., who are remembered 
with affection  and gratitude by over forty  
generations of Henry Mellish pupils. In 
1935 Mr. Balk le f t  the school to take up 
an appointment at Hackney Downs School in  
London. He had been responsible for the 
equipment of the building before i t  opened 
and he had guided i t  through the early, 
and perhaps the most d if f ic u lt  years. Mr. 
Balk, his colleagues and th eir  successors 
established the high moral and academic 
standards which are associated with the 
Henry Mellish Grammar School today.

COMMENT COMMENT COMMENT COMMENT COMMENT
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AND THE FUTURE....?

We had hoped to be able to print an 
enthusiastic a r tic le  on our future role as 
a co-educational comprehensive school but 
at present there are too many uncertainties 
relating  to our new function for us to fee l  
ju stif ie d  in conveying very much optimism.

As we know, Henry M ellish Grammar 
School can ju stly  claim a fine tradition  
o f service, both to education in the county 
and to the lo ca l community; in addition, 
i t  has a right to be proud o f the 
achievements o f many o f i t s  past and present 
pupils in wider contexts. Now that we are 
to become a comprehensive school, we hope 
that we can continue to provide sound 
educational and moral values within a 
structure o f learning that -  while some 
w ill doubtless fee l i t  has altered things 
for the worse and others w ill think i t  has 
changed them for the better -  seems to be 
here to stay .

But along with our hopes we have 
m isgivings. 2 0



In  o rd e r  to  accommodate i t s  new r o l e  
and i t s  expanded , m ixed i n t a k e ,  th e  s c h o o l 
w i l l  c l e a r l y  need  a l t e r a t i o n s  and 
im provem en ts. For re a s o n s  o f  f u tu r e  
g row th  some o f  th e s e  a l t e r a t i o n s  w i l l  be 
o n ly  tem p o ra ry  b u t i f ,  a s  i s  rum oured , 
cloakroom s and en tran cew ay s a r e  to  be 
c o n v e r te d  in to  c la ss ro o m s th e n  su ch  
c o n v e rs io n s  m ust be c a r r i e d  o u t th o ro u g h ly  
and th o u g h t f u l ly ,  so  t h a t  work and m ora le  
do n o t  s u f f e r  and so  t h a t  n e i t h e r  p u p i ls  
n o r  s t a f f  can f in d  l e g i t im a te  cau se  fo r  
co m p la in t c o n c e rn in g  t h e i r  re n o v a te d  
en v iro n m e n t. G i r l s '  ch an g in g  a r e a s  m ust 
be p ro v id e d  b u t t h i s  sh o u ld  be acco m p lish ed  
w ith o u t re d u c in g  th e  f a c i l i t i e s  w hich a r e  
r e q u ir e d  by p r e s e n t  p u p i l s .  L ik e w ise , 
w ith  o n ly  one gymnasium in  th e  s c h o o l (and  
t h a t  a  s m a ll  o n e , b u i l t  in  t h e  days o f  low - 
d e n s i ty  c l a s s e s )  th e  a rran g e m e n ts  f o r  P .E . 
and Games w i l l  c l e a r l y  r e q u i r e  some m ajo r 
r e o r g a n i s a t i o n  and th e r e  w i l l  be a  n eed  fo r  
th e  in t r o d u c t io n  o f  new eq u ip m en t.

Then, to o ,  th e r e  a r e  th e  m a t te r s  o f  
im proved o r  new a m e n it ie s  f o r  A r t ,  f o r  
Drama and f o r  g i r l s '  c r a f t s  -  a l l  a r e a s  
w here a  d e a l o f  th o u g h tfu l  e x p e n d itu re  
w ould be needed  to  b r in g  t h i s  s c h o o l up to  
th e  s ta n d a r d s  o f  many o th e r s  in  th e  a r e a .  
E x tra  p ro v is io n  may a ls o  have to  be made 
f o r  th e  i n t r o d u c t io n  o f  o p e n -p la n  work 
a r e a s  o f  th e  k in d  fa v o u red  by many 
co m p re h en s iv e s .

In  a  s c h o o l w hich i s  a l r e a d y  f a i r l y  
crowded and in  which s p a r e  c lassro o m  sp ace  
i s  h a rd  to  f i n d ,  th e  problem s o f  
a d ju s tm e n t th « t  we w i l l  have to  fa c e  w i l l  
be many and l a r g e .  L e t u s hope t h a t ,  
th ro u g h  c o n s u l t a t i o n ,  c a r e f u l  p la n n in g  and 
m o d e ra te ly  g en e ro u s  e x p e n d itu r e ,  th e  new 
a u t h o r i t y  w i l l  p ro v id e  Henry M e ll is h  Schoo l 
w ith  th e  r e s o u rc e s  n e c e s s a ry  to  c o n tin u e  
th e  t a s k  i t  h as  p erfo rm ed  so  w e ll fo r  
f o r t y - f i v e  y e a r s .

We sh o u ld  be p re p a re d  to  e n su re  t h a t  
th e  changes we a c c e p t  w i l l  be f o r  th e  
b e n e f i t  o f  th e  s c h o o l and i t s  s t u d e n t s .
T h is  i s  why we need to  m a in ta in  o u r 
c o n f id e n c e  and v ig i la n c e  in  th e  m onths 
a h e a d . F o r a l l  o u r sak e s  -  w h e th e r we 
a r e  p a r e n t s ,  members o f  s t a f f  o r  p u p i l s  -  
we m ust w a it  and be w a tc h fu l .

v7hr>tever e l s e  n e x t  y e a r  rin .ys i t  .;ou ld  
lean th e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o 1’ . . .

■THE PERFECT PREFECT

Beware a l l  f i r s t  and second  fo rm ers!  
Look out f o r  t h e  P r id e  o f  P r e f e c t s ,  l y i n g  
low i n  w a i t  i n  t h e i r  l a i r ,  i n  t h e  hope o f  
pouncing  upon some " s t r a y  f a g " .  But 
d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  rumours t h a t  a  number o f  
second  fo rm ers  have been e a te n  t h i s  te rm  -  
t h e y  h a v e n ' t  found any bones y e t i

To some p e o p le ,  dodging  t h e  p r e f e c t s  
has become an a r t  -  dev e lo p ed  w i th  months 
o f  p r a c t i c e  (and many e s s a y s ) .  These 
f o l k  spend  a l o t  o f  b re a k  and d in n e r - t im e  
i n  a  " c a t -a n d -m o u se"  game, u s u a l l y  en d in g  
w i th  t h e  c a t  g o in g  hungry l At t h e  end 
o f  a  day o f  t r i c k e r y ,  t h e  days t a l e s  a r e  
t o l d  on t h e  b u s e s ,  a  p o p u la r  t o p i c  b e in g  
th e  ty p e  o f  p ap e r  d a r t  made w i th  t h e  e ssa y  
paper'.

D e sp i te  t h e  fu n  th e y  have , t h e s e  
p eo p le  have t h e i r  own id e a s  abou t what s o r t  
.of p r e f e c t  th e y  would l i k e  t o  have .  In  
o t h e r  words, t h e  p e r f e c t  p re f e c t ' .

The p e r f e c t  p r e f e c t  i s  one who does 
no t w a it  i n  ambush, h i d i n g  beh ind  th e  door ,  
h o ld in g  a  f r e s h ,  c r i s p  p ie c e  o f  e s s a y  paper  
w i th  some s t u p i d  t i t l e  on i t ,  t o  be handed 
in  w i th  b e s t  h a n d w r i t in g  on i t ,  tw e lv e  word? 
a l i n e .  He would not jump down y o u r  
t h r o a t  i n  th e  d in n e r  queue, when you d ec id e  
t o  c lo b b e r  y o u r  b e s t  mate o v e r  t h e  head 
w i th  a  s l e d g e  hammerl He w o u ld n 't  
su d d en ly  pop up out o f  t h e  ground, when 
y o u ' r e  p la y in g  s o c c e r  where you a r e  not 
supposed  t o ,  and n ic k  th e  b a l l  and make 
you s t a n d  o u t s i d e  t h e  p r e f e c t s '  room u n t i l  
t h e  end o f  b re a k .  When you d e c id e  t o  
q u ic k ly  pop out o f  s c h o o l  f o r  lOp w orth  o f  
f i s h  ' n '  c h i p s ,  he would not be t h e  p a r t  o f  
t h e  enemy to  nab you d e s p i t e  y o u r  s t r o n g  
p r o t e s t s  t h a t  you were s t a r v i n g  t o  d ea th !

The p e r f e c t  p r e f e c t  would, in  o th e r  
words, c o n f in e  h im s e l f  t o  t h e  p r e f e c t s '  
room, be b l i n d  t o  m isb eh av io u r ,  be d e a f  to  
bad lan g u ag e  and i n s u l t s  t o  h im s e l f ,  and 
slow on th e  s p r i n t  down t h e  f r o n t  c o r r i d o r  
(by th e  way, i t s  no c o in c id e n c e  t h a t  t h e  
F rench  p o l i c e  fo r c e  i s  known as th e  
"PREFECTURE!").

But we must a l l  remember t o  c o n s id e r  
t h a f ' t h e  p r e f e c t s  have a v e ry  d i f f i c u l t  job 
t o  do, and sm a ll  g i f t s  might be in  o rd e r  
som etim es, but w a i t ,  remember n ev e r  to  make 
a  g i f t  o f  a  l i g h t e r  to  them, b ecau se  where 
t h e y ' r e  g o in g  a f t e r  t h i s  l i f e ,  th e y  won': 
need a  l i g h t e r  t o  l i g h t  t h e i r  sc rounged  
c i g a r e t t e  s tu b s ' .

S . J .  McCauley (2A) 21
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The Editors are p riv ileged  to be able to  
present, for the f i r s t  time ever to a publi 
audience, some remarkably candid 
photographs o f members o f s t a f f  d isporting  
themselves in th eir  le isu r e  moments.

Pictures by courtesy o f our roving 
Peeping-Tom-with-a-Tripod, S.D. ("Ernie") 
Hunt.
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ROLL OVER . . .  CHUCK BERRY AND GARRY GLITTER 
AND THE OSMONDS AND MILES DAVIS AND BOB 

DYLAN
-  and g iv e  Rock Music th e  r e c o g n i t io n  

i t  d e s e rv e s .

L e t 's  fa c e  some f a c t s  ab o u t fo u r  
s e c t io n s  i n  t o d a y 's  m u s ica l s p h e re .

C l a s s i c a l  Music was and i s  g r e a t  m u sic . I  
w o n 't  d is p u te  t h a t ,  b u t th e  c l a s s i c a l  m usic 
w r i t t e n  to d a y  i s  no f a r t h e r  fo rw ard , i t s  
s t i l l  b a s i c a l l y  th e  sam e. T o d ay 's  
c l a s s i c a l  com posers a r e  te n d in g  t o  l i v e  o f f  
th e  memory o f  y e s te r d a y ,  o f te n  a p p e a r in g  in  
a  s t r a i g h t ,  lo n g  and narrow  r u t .  Why 
d o n 't  th e y  b re a k  ou t o f  i t ?  Why d o n 't  
th e y  ex p e rim en t?  Bach e x p lo re d  th e  
p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  em ploying  th e  o rg a n , o th e rs  
th e  h a r p s ic h o rd ,  why d o n 't  com posers o f  
to d a y  v e n tu re  i n t o  th e  s p h e re  o f  
s y n th e s iz e r s  and m e llo tro n s ?  Answer -  
t e n d in g  a s  th e y  a r e  t o  be i n  a  r u t ,  th e y  
c a n ' t  b re a k  ou t o f  i t .

J az z  Music te n d s  t o  be m onotonous, one 
t r a c k e d ,  u n ad v en tu ro u s  e t c . ,  e t c . ,  The 
ja z z  m u sic ian s  a r e  l i k e  t h e i r  m usic -  
s i n g l e  m inded -  t o  them  ja z z  i s  th e  m usic , 
and t o  h e a r  them  sp eak  ( r e f e r e n c e  Buddy 
R ich  on th e  M ichael P a rk in s o n  t e l e v i s i o n  
ta lk -s h o w , w here he condemned n e a r ly  ev e ry  
k in d  o f  m usic -  ex cep t ja z z )  i t  seems as 
th o u g h  ja z z  m usic i s  th e  o n ly  m usic p eo p le  
s h o u ld  e n jo y . What r i g h t  have th e y  to  
condemn w ith o u t e x c e p tio n  o th e r  p e o p le 's  
m usic? None. T h e y 'r e  l i v i n g  i n  a  w orld  
o f  t h e i r  own, a  w o rld  i n  w hich th e y  fe e d  o f f  
each  o t h e r 's  i n s p i r a t i o n s  and do n o t 
c o n s id e r  o u t s i d e r s '  i d e a s .

The g r e a t e r  p e rc e n ta g e  o f  t o d a y 's  'T op 
Twenty C h a r t 's  Music i s  gimmicky and 
m e a n in g le s s , and c o n s e q u e n tly  h as  l i t t l e  o r  
no m u s ica l m e r i t .  To ta k e  some exam ples:
A c e r t a i n  in d iv id u a l ,  who d r e s s e s  h im s e lf  
i n  g l i t t e r  s u i t s ,  p ro d u ces re c o rd s  w hich 
c o n s i s t  o n ly  o f  a  few ea sy  to  p la y  g u i t a r  
ch o rd s  and a  heavy  drum b e a t ,  p lu s  a  
saxaphone and  b a s s  rhythm  s e c t i o n .  His 
songs e x p re s s  no m eaning o r  m essage o f  any 
w o rth .
A c e r t a i n  g roup  o f  f i v e  a r e  l i v i n g  o f f  th e  
f a c t  t h a t  th e y  lo o k  n i c e ! !  When a  g i r l  
was a sk e d  on t e l e v i s i o n  'w o u ld  you r a th e r  
keep  y o u r p i c tu r e s  o r  y o u r re c o rd s  o f  t h i s  
g r o u p , ' sh e  r e p l i e d  ' t h e  p i c t u r e s ' .  P ro o f?  
T h e ir  re c o rd s  c o n ta in  l i t t l e  m u s ic a l m e r i t ,  
and what ab o u t m eaning? W ell, a l r i g h t  th e  
co n cep t o f  t h e i r  most r e c e n t  album  was good, 
b u t j u s t  how s in c e r e  was i t ?
And k id s  o f  to d a y  a r e  ‘ta k e n  i n  by  a l l  t h i s  -  
t h e y 'r e  conned  i n to  p u t t in g  t h i s  so  c a l l e d  
'm u s ic ' i n to  t h e  c h a r t s .  I f  p e o p le  su ch  
as th e s e  a r e  g o in g  to  be th e  in f lu e n c e  upon 
th e  c h i ld r e n  o f  to d a y  and  c o n s e q u e n tly  th e  
m u s ic ian s  o f  tom orrow , th e n  we need  h e lp ,  n 
b ec au se  m usic w i l l  d i e .  ^

P o lk  Music i s  l i k e  j a z z ,  i t s  one t r a c k e d  
and  u n w i l l in g  to  b re a k  o u t and e x p e rim e n t.
To sum up f o lk  m usic i n  a  few w ords, i t  i s  
a  man, woman o r  g ro u p  who s ta n d  on s ta g e ,  
strum m ing a  g u i t a r  and  pounding  f o r th  
b e a u t i f u l  and  m ean in g fu l w o rd s. The o n ly  
'p l u s '  f e a t u r e  o f  t h a t  d e f i n i t i o n  i s  
'b e a u t i f u l  and m e a n in g f u l ',  b u t I  th in k  I ' d  
r a t h e r  re a d  them  in  a  book th a n  be b o red  
l i s t e n i n g  to  them . But w i l l  th e  m a jo r i ty  
o f  f o lk  m u s ic ian s  v e n tu re  i n to  o th e r  sp h e re s  
No -  t h e y 'r e  to o  c a u g h t up in  th e m s e lv e s .

I 'v e  p a in te d  r a t h e r  a  b le a k  p i c t u r e ,  so 
what have we g o t l e f t  t o  sav e  u s?  Answer -  
Rock M usic. Why? B ecause i t  o f f e r s  
e v e ry th in g  c l a s s i c a l  m usic o f f e r s ,  i t  
p ro v id e s  i n f i n i t e l y  more th a n  th e  n o n sen se  
o f  th e  c h a r t s  p ro v id e s ,  and i t  g iv e s  an  
a l t e r n a t i v e  to  th e  monotonous w orld  o f  ja z z  
and f o lk .

To p rove th e s e  s ta te m e n ts !

(a )  C la s s ic a l  m usic o f f e r s  l i g h t ,  ea sy  
l i s t e n i n g  m u sic . Rock m u sic ian s  l i k e  Mike 
O ld f ie ld  o f f e r  t h a t .

(b ) C la s s ic a l  m usic o f f e r s  c o m p lic a te d , 
co n cep t m u sic . Rock g roups l i k e  'Y e s ' and 
'T h e  Who' o f f e r  t h a t .

(c )  C la s s ic a l  m usic o f f e r s  l i g h t  co n cep t 
m u sic . Rock g roups l i k e  'T h e  Moody B lu e s ' 
o f f e r  t h a t .

(d ) Top Twenty c h a r t  m usic o f f e r s  so  l i t t l e  
t h a t  Rock m usic must o f f e r  m ore.

(e )  F o lk  m usic o f f e r s  f i n e  l y r i c s  b u t l i t t l e  
m u sic . F o lk /R ock  g ro u p s l i k e  S te e le y e  Span 
o f f e r  f in e  l y r i c s  p lu s  f in e  m u sic .

( f )  Jaz z  m usic o f f e r s  a  l i t t l e .  Jazz /R o ck  
g roups l i k e  C hicago o f f e r  t h a t  ' l i t t l e '  
p lu s  much m ore.

W hatever y o u r ta s te ,R o c k  M usic o f f e r s  
so m eth in g  f o r  you .

P erh ap s now, th o u g h , Rock M u sic ian s a re  
g a in in g  some r e c o g n i t io n .  'T he W ho 's’ 

ro c k  o p e ra  'Tommy' h as  been  h ig h ly  
ac c la im e d ; 'Y e s ' 'T a le s  from  T opograph ic  
O ceans' and Mike O l d f i e l d 's  'T u b u la r  B e l l s ' 
have been  r a te d  as c l a s s i c a l  e q u iv a le n ts ;  
R ick  Wakeman's 'J o u rn e y  to  th e  C e n tre  o f  
th e  E a r th ' was so  much l ik e d  t h a t  he has 
been in v i t e d  t o  p la y  a  c l a s s i c a l  p ian o  
c o n c e r to  w ith  th e  London Symphony O rc h e s tr a .

But th e s e  judgem ents have been  made by 
p r o f e s s io n a l  c r i t i c s  and c l a s s i c a l  
m u s ic ia n s . Why d o n 't  you le n d  an e a r  t o  a 
p ie c e  o f  Rock M usic? D o n 't condemn th e  
m u s ic ian s  b ec au se  ' t h e i r  h a i r ' s  lo n g ' o r  
b ec au se  ' t h e i r  m u s ic 's  lo u d  and e l e c t r o n i c '  
o r  b ec au se  ' i t  sounds d i s c o r d a n t ' . T ry  
to  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  m eaning and m essage th e y  
a r e  t r y i n g  to  e x p r e s s ,  t r y  t o  a p p r e c ia te



th« music which thsy play. Listen to  
Rook Music for what i t  rea lly  i s ,  and you 
w ill find your own lev e l o f Rock Music, 
your own sa tisfa ctio n , and your own 
enjoyment.

N. Howard (6LA)

SCHOOL 2197

School in  2197 i s  c o m p le te ly  d i f f e r e n t  
from  sc h o o l in  say  1974.

I n  1^74 p u p i l s  u s e d  t o  go t o  s c h o o l :  
some would l i s t e n  t o  a  m a s te r  f o r ,  s a y ,  
f i v e  ho u rs  a  day, go home, do more sch o o l  
work, go t o  bed ,  g e t  up and go t o  s c h o o l ;  
most c h i l d r e n  u sed  t o  t h i n k  t h i s  was b o r in g .

2197 i s  a  l o t  d i f f e r e n t ,  i n  f a c t  so much 
so  t h a t  p u p i l s  en jo y  i t .  W ell ,  t a k e  Yzak; 
he i s  13, l i v e s  i n  Colony 3 i n  t h e  
M e d i te r r a n e a n  and he goes t o  a  r a t h e r  l a r g e  
s c h o o l .  I  w i l l  g iv e  y  ou h i s  t i m e t a b l e .
On Monday, s c h o o l  s t a r t s  a t  9 • 30p.m. ( a t  
n ig h t  so t h e r e  a r e  no dangerous f i s h  a b o u t ) .  
He f i r s t  does e l e c t r o n i c s  and i s  making an 
aqua b ik e  w i th  Bruno h i s  p e t  r o b o t ; i t  i s  
v e ry  f a s t  g o in g  a t  75 Km.(about 35m.p.h.) 
A f t e r  a  sn ack  th e y  go ou t  and p la y  f lo o d ­
l i g h t  Kromoson which i s  a  s o r t  o f  game o f  
f o o t b a l l  ex cep t  i t  i s  p la y e d  w i th  a  s t e e l  
b a l l .  A f t e r  t h i s  t h e y  have lu n ch  and a l l  
a f t e r n o o n  t h e y  have t a l k s  p la y e d  on a  mini 
c a s s e t t e  r e c o r d e r  ( t h i s  i s  fu n  as  i t  i s  
v e r y  fu n n y ) .  He w i l l  go home a t  one o 'c l o c k  
and s l e e p  u n t i l  f i v e  o 'c l o c k .

/

Tuesday n ig h t  t h e y  s t a r t  w i th  E n g l i s h ,  
t h e n  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  language.^, Lunch and 
t h e n  a  c h o ic e  o f  e i t h e r  e l e c t r o n i c s  o r  games 
(Yzak t a k e s  e l e c t r o n i c s ) .

Wednesday i s  t h e  l o n g e s t  b u t  t h e  b e s t  as 
i t  s t a r t s  a t  9 -00p*m. and f i n i s h e s  a t  
1 0 .00p.m. The l e s s o n s  t h e n  s t a r t  a t  
6 .0 0 a .m .  T hursday  m orning Yzak and h i s  
mates go a s h o re  where t h e y  s tu d y  t h e  towns 
and go i n  v a r io u s  p l a n e s .  The t r i p  home 
i s  v e ry  e x c i t i n g  as  t h e y  t r a v e l  by aqua­
p la n e ;  t h i s  i s  a  p la n e  t h a t  f l i e s  up  i n t o  
t h e  a i r  and th e n  d iv e s  down i n t o  t h e  w a te r .  
Yzak l i k e s  t h a t .  The r e s t  o f  T h u rsd ay  i s  
f r e e .  On F r id a y  t h e y  do f i s h  fa rm in g .
T his  c o n s i s t s  o f  l e a r n i n g  how t o  u se  
d i f f e r e n t  c a l l s  on a  s u p e r s o n ic  w h i s t l e  
( t h i s  g iv e s  out s u p e r s o n ic  n o te s  which o n ly  
t h e  f i s h  can  h e a r )  and making them go i n  
c a g e s .  Then t h e y  have t o  l e a r n  which 
seaweed i s  e d i b l e ,  which ro c k s  t o  lo o k  u n d e r  
f o r  p l a n t s  and g e n e r a l l y  t o  l e a r n  abou t t h e  
s e a .  T h is  w i l l  t a k e  a l l  m orning bu t  i n  
t h e  a f t e r n o o n  t h e y  l e a r n  how t o  d e fen d  
th em se lv e s  a g a i n s t ,  s a y ,  a  s h a r k  and how 
t o  g e t  t h e  p ro p e r  u se  out o f  o n e 's  f l i p p e r s  
t o  g e t  maximum sp ee d  and how t o  u s e  an 
aqua—c a r .

S a tu rd a y  s c h o o l  i s  o n ly  v e ry  s h o r t ; 
f i r s t  t h e  p u p i l s  have a  handiw ork  c l a s s ;  
t h i s  i s  where t h e  p u p i l  can  t a k e  e i t h e r  
le a rn in g ,  how t o  drawj how t o  swim p r o p e r l y ,  
how t o  f e r r e t  p ro p e r ly  ( t h i s  i s  t h e  t r a i n i n g  
o f  a  s m a l l  f i s h  and t h e  t r a i n e r  when he has 
com ple ted  th e  f i r s t  s t a g e  w i l l  be a b l e  to

win p r i z e s  and caps i f  i t  i s  any good).
T here  i s  a l s o  a q u a -p la n in g :  t h i s  i s  t h e  
one Yzak ta k e s  ( t h i s ,  i s  when you g e t  a 
sm a l l  m otor which i s  c l i p p e d  on t h e  f l i p p e r s ,  
go t o  t h e  to p  o f  t h e  w a te r  and skim  a c ro s s  
t h e  t o p  bu t  you have t o  keep  y o u r  body v e ry  
s t r a i g h t  o th e rw is e  you sinl^ .

On Sunday, Yzak w i l l  go down t o  th e  
shops and th e n  i f  t h e y  w ish  t o  go t o  th e  
s c h o o l  l i b r a r y  t o  g e t  c a s s e t t e  t a p i n g s  on 
th i n g s  l i k e  f i s h .  Yzak l i k e s  t o  s tu d y  

t h e  s ea b ed  t o  s e e  how i t  i s  formed. He 
a l s o  has homework*which a r e  t h i n g s  l i k e  
w r i t i n g  about d in o s a u r s  o r  so m eth in g  t h e y  
do n o t  have i n  t h e  week. Yzak a l s o  l i k e s  
t h i s  b ec au se  you a r e  a l lo w ed  t o  put jo k es  
i n  and a  com puter w i l l  t r a n s m i t  some more 
back .

But even now i n  2197 p eo p le  a r e  
co m p la in in g  b ecau se  human t e a c h e r s  a r e  u sed  
arid no t  com puters  o r  r o b o t s .  I  do not 
t h i n k  p eo p le  w i l l  e v e r  be s a t i s f i e d .
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Once upon a  tim e  t h e r e  was a  l i t t l e  
o ld  woman c a l l e d  M abel. She l i v e d  i n  an  
o ld  th a tc h e d  c o t t a g e  t h a t  was n e a r ly  f a l l i n g  
down and i n  a  sm a ll  c o u n try  v i l l a g e .  Mabel 
was t h a t  p o o r t h a t  sh e  som etim es had  n o th in g  
to  e a t  f o r  s e v e r a l  d a y s .

Now one day  sh e  d e c id e d  to  have a  
l i t t l e  w a lk , t o  b re a k  th e  boredom o f  s t a y in g  
a t  home. Her w alk  to o k  h e r  t o  th e  g ra v e  
y a r d .  In  t h i s  d e p r e s s in g  p la c e  sh e  w alked 
f o r  a  few m in u tes  and came t o  h e r  h u s b a n d 's  
g ra v e .

On th e  g ra v e  la y  a  bone am ongst a l l  
t h e  o v e rg ro w th . Mabel p ic k e d  i t  up  and 
d e c id e d  i t  c o u ld  make some lo v e ly  so u p .
She th o u g h t h e r  husband  had  done h e r  a  good 
t u r n ,  so  sh e  p ra y ed  f o r  him .

When Mabel g o t home sh e  was f e e l i n g  
v e ry  t i r e d  so  sh e  f i r s t  p u t th e  bone in to  
th e  cu p b o ard  and th e n  went u p s t a i r s  f o r  a  
s l e e p .  She had o n ly  j u s t  g o t t o  s le e p  
when sh e  was awakened by  a  m an 's s o f t  v o ic e  
from  th e  cu p b o ard  w hich s a i d ,

"G ive me my bone, M abell"

At t h i s  th e  sm a ll woman was a s to n is h e d  
t o  h e a r  h e r  h u s b a n d 's  v o ic e  and sh e  became 
f r ig h te n e d .  To overcom e h e r  f e a r  sh e  pu t 
h e r  head  u n d e r th e  p i l lo w  and  e v e n tu a l ly  
went back  to  s l e e p .  Soon th e  same v o ic e  
s a i d ,  a  b i t  lo u d e r  t h i s  t im e ,

"G ive  me my bone, M abell"

T h is  made th e  l i t t l e  o ld  woman 
p e t r i f i e d  and sw eat began  t o  ru n  down h e r  
s p in e .  So p e t r i f i e d  was sh e  t h a t  sh e  went 
t o  th e  bo ttom  o f  th e  b ed . Soon a l l  was 
w e ll  a g a in  and sh e  went t o  s le e p  a g a in .  But 
sh e  d id  n o t s t a y  t h i s  way f o r  lo n g  b ecau se  
th e  v o ic e  came a g a in ,  o n ly  i t  seemed as  i f  
i t  was a t  th e  to p  o f  t h e  b e d . I t  s a id ,  
more lo u d ly ,

"G ive me a y  bone, M abell"

At t h i s  sh e  n e a r ly  d ie d  o f  f r i g h t  b u t 
somehow sh e  managed to  g e t  o u t o f  b ed , g rab  
th e  bone and ra n  p e t r i f i e d  down th e  s t r e e t  
i n  h e r  b e d c lo th e s  t o  th e  g ra v e y a rd  w here sh e  
th rew  th e  w re tch ed  bone o n to  th e  g ra v e  o f  
h e r  h u sb an d . Then th e  v o ic e  s a i d ,  e v e r  so  
s o f t  t h i s  t im e ,

"Thank you , M abel, and you s h a l l  jo in  
me soon '."

Mabel was now v e ry  happy f o r  sh e  know 
sh e  was g o in g  to  s e e  h e r  husband  a g a in .
She went home and went t o  s l e e p .  The n e x t 
m orning  s h e  was d ea d . The l i t t l e  o ld  
woman had d ie d  in  h e r  s l e e p .

S .G . Loud ( 3B)

HEAT

Red Hot Metal,
Images of i t  could be seen in sand and 

what water there was, 
Everything you touched could have been an

image,
You could only be sure that what you were 

looking at was a true object, by
touching i t .

The 'sad' look on everybody's face,
Was not sad, i t  was the heat tir in g  them. 
Where water could be seen you could see 

the vapour r isin g .
The sun, so hot, drying a l l  water, leaving 

throats dry and desperate for water.

Tlie Heat was making i t  too hot even to
sleep ,

Too hot to  laugh,
Too hot to cry,
I t was the d ev il's  furnace, huming, 

scorching a ll  thrown in ,
It was lik e  a panther clawing your skin, 

leaving marks where i t  had struck.

Aye, i t  was the D evil's work,
No sanity, no soul, no sin , le f t  untouched, 
A ll could fe e l the pangs of pain in their

hodies,
The ground so dry, i t  was ea sily  done - 

kick up the sand, shew dust at your
h eels.

No animal a live ,
No plant a liv e ,
Could possibly be safe from the wrath of 

the Sun God's heat.
The Sun God's fiery  flames,
It was lik e a mixture, lasting  long and 

working i t s  way through your mind
slowly.

It was a l i f e  of hardship and cruelty,
Long and slow was l i f e  in the D evil's

furnace.

P. Rai (3C)
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THEY WERE ALL IN THEIR KIT THE ACCIDENT 27

Down in the dark pit.
When it happened, the disaster,
They were all in their kit,
The whistle sounded for the muster.

Suddenly, a far away roar,
Down in the gloany pit.
Then a quaking tremor 
As they worked in their kit.

The rambling came nearer,
In the still, clammy pit,
The props were creaking and groaning 
They stopped still, in their kit.

The props were cracking, splitting,
Dcwn in that terrifying pit.
They were breaking and falling 
On them, mesmerized, in their kit.

With a tremendous crack the roof fell 
Dcwn in that disaster pit.
Screaming all in the black.
Crouching all in their kit.

The lights, when the roof fell, ceased 
Dcwn in the black pit.
In came the enveloping darkness
They could not see each other in their kit.

The dust flowing, swirling.
Down in the musty pit.
Men coughing, spluttering and choking,
Coal dust smothering them in their kit.

Particles of dust showering 
Down in the humid pit}
Gasping for air, suffocating 
They grovelled , a l l  in their kit.

Finally the roof collapsed,
Down in that death pit;
All life ceased
For all those in their kit.

/•
They were left to rot away
Where they lay dcwn in the morbid pit.
All were left to decay.
All in their kit.

J. Taylor (3B)

Back w i t h  t h e  t o p .
Back w i t h  th e  b o t to m .
The n a i l  on th e  s t i c k  w e n t .
Take a im ,  f i r e  I

Someone com ing -  h i d e .
The bog  h i d  under th e  b o a r d  
C o vered  w i t h  snow.
" G e ra ld ,  G e ra ld " ,  s t i l l  he h i d .

T ea ,
Must n o t  m i s s  t h a t .
The b o y  ran  and s l i p p e d .
The n a i l  v i s i t e d  th e  e y e  
And b o rro w e d  i t .

He t o  h o s p i t a l  f o r  
an o p e r a t i o n .
The e y e ,  now d r y ,
j u s t  s t o o d  t h e r e  w a tc h in g .

S .  Farmer (?A)

MIST

I  curse t h e  m i s t .
L ik e  a demon c l o u d .
H id in g  e v e r y t h i n g  f ro m  v i e w ,
I t s  h e r e ,  t h e r e  and e v e r y  w h e r e .
So n e a r  and y e t  s o  f a r .
I t  w in d s  a c r o s s  th e  c o u n t r y  s i d e .
L ik e  a w h i t e  s h e e t .
So h o r r i b l e ,  c l u t c h i n g  e v e r y t h i n g  i n  i t s

p a t h .
Y e t  i t s  l i k e  a m o th e r  s h e e p
Who c o v e r s  h e r  lamb w i t h  a w h i t e  s h e e t .
To k e e p  i t  warm and s a f e  fro m  me.

S .  Johnson (3A)

CHILDHOOD

J h ad  no th o u g h t  o f  s to r m y  s k i e s  
In d a y s  when I  was s m a l l  
When a l l  th e  w o r ld  was bounded  
By o u r  t e n  f o o t  g arden  w a l l .

'Mi. B l o o m f ie ld  (1A)



THE DESERT 'RAT'

The ex-army je e p  pounded i t s  way a c ro s s  t h e  s to n y  w a s te  o f  L ib y a  w i th  two 
p a s s e n g e r s ,  Adam Cooper and h i s  d r iv e r ,A b d u l  U ba l,  h i r e d  w i th  h i s  j e e p  a t  T obruk . Adam 
Cooper was a  b i g ,  b u r l y  A u s t r a l i a n  and ex -D e se r t  R a t .  B eing  a  D e se r t  Rat was t h e  most 
f o r t u n a t e  t h i n g  abou t i t .

I t  s t a r t e d  w i th  Adam's company h o ld in g  a  German P a n z e r  p a t r o l  a t  bay w i th  an 
a n t i - t a n k  gun on t h e  h i g h e s t  t i p  o f  a  p l a t e a u  o v e r lo o k in g  a  wadi n e a r  Tobruk i n  1942.
I t  was Adam's s t r e t c h  on t h e  gun and t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  company had r e t i r e d  i n t o  a  n ea rb y  
cave  on t h e  sh a l lo w  s i d e  o f  t h e  w ad i.  T here  had been  heavy f i g h t i n g  a l l  day w i th  n e i t h e r  
s i d e  g e t t i n g  anyw here. At abou t f i v e  o 'c l o c k  i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  a  s h e l l  was f i r e d  from one 
o f  t h e  German t a n k s .  The s h e l l  w h i s t l e d  as  i t  r e v o lv e d  th ro u g h  t h e  a i r ,  s h a t t e r i n g  th e  
s i l e n c e  t h a t  had p r e v a i l e d  f o r  t h e  p a s t  f i v e  m in u te s .  I t  s t r u c k  a  d i r e c t  h i t  on th e  
cave  w here.Adam 's comrades had been  r e s t i n g .  Rocks were h u r t l e d  s c o r e s  o f  f e e t  i n t o  t h e  
a i r ,  d u s t  was f l y i n g  and f i r e  was l i c k i n g  o u t  from t h e  cave e n t r a n c e .  Adam had rem ained  
a t  h i s  p o s i t i o n  b e h in d  t h e  gun.

As he c ro u ch ed  m o t io n le s s  he was aware o f  t h e  rumble o f  t h e  murderous P an ze r  
p a t r o l  moving on. On h e a r in g  t h i s ,  he sc ram b led  back  tow ards  t h e  ca v e ,  t u r n i n g  over  
b o u ld e r  a f t e r  b o u ld e r  w i th  amazing s t r e n g t h ,  s c ream in g ,  "Bob, B i l l ,  Dave, J o e ,  a r e  you 
t h e r e ? "  He knew i t  was u s e l e s s ,  t h e  b l a s t  from t h e  s h e l l  had n o t  g iv e n  them a  chance 
i n  h e l l  o f  b e in g  a l i v e .  "What was t h a t ? "  f|e t u r n e d  as  t h e  g l i n t  o f  m e ta l  caugh t  h i s  
ey e .  I t  shone l i k e ,  l i k e  g o ld !  Adam r a n  o v e r  t o  i t  and examined i t .  He had found 
a  g o ld e n  cup . Then a n o th e r  g l i n t  -  c o in s !  A l l  f e e l i n g  f o r  h i s  dead  f r i e n d s  su d d en ly  
v a n i s h e d  and he was overcome w i th  g re e d .

T hat was f o u r  y e a r s  ago .  He was now on h i s  way t o  a  f o r t u n e .  The th o u g h t  
g r ip p e d  him l i k e  a  v i c e .  He d id  no t  f e e l  t h e  sh im m ering  h e a t  o f  t h e  L ibyan  D e se r t  as 
he had o t h e r  t h i n g s  t o  t h i n k  a b o u t .  He would g e t  t h e r e  and h i s  d r i v e r  would h e lp  him
lo a d  t h e , t r e a s u r e  on to  t h e  j e e p ,  t h e n  he would sh o o t  t h e  d r i v e r ,  b u ry  h i s  body and d r iv e  
h im s e l f  back  t o  Tobruk where he had  made s p e c i a l  a r ran g em en ts  t o  smuggle t h e  t r e a s u r e  
back  t o  A u s t r a l i a .

"Sa laam , M is te r  Adam, lo o k  —b i g ,  b i g  s to rm .  Look'." Adam tu r n e d  t o  s e e  a 
s w i r l i n g  g re y  w a l l  o f  san d  coming from t h e  e a s t .

"D r iv e  on, Abdul, keep  g o in g ."

"B u t ,  b u t ,  M is te r  Adam.."

"Keep going '."

"B u t ,  b u t ................"

Bang'. Adam was not g o in g  t o  be s to p p e d  by a  h a l f - w i t t e d  Arab, h i s  au to m a t ic  
would s e e  t o  t h a t .  He th rew  Abdul out o f  t h e  j e e p  a l th o u g h  he was b l e e d i n g  v i c i o u s l y  
from t h e  head  where t h e  b u l l e t  had e n t e r e d  a t  p o in t  b la n k  ra n g e .  While t h i s  was g o in g  on
t h e  wind had s p ru n g  u p ,  i t  was now h o w ling  round  t h e  v e h i c l e , p i l i n g  san d  i n t o  i t ,  i n t o
Adam's f a c e  and down h i s  neck .

The s to rm  s t r u c k ,  san d  was s w i r l i n g  ro u n d  a t  g r e a t  v e l o c i t y ,  s t i n g i n g  him l i k e  a  
th o u sa n d  b e e s .  Sand had c lo g g e d  up t h e  j e e p ' s  en g in e  and Adam was now f o r g in g  h i s  way 
th ro u g h  t h e  b l i n d i n g  s a n d , h a l f  s u f f o c a t e d ,  sw a l lo w in g  san d  w i th  e v e ry  b r e a t h .

He c o u ld  no t  have se e n  i t ,  i t  was to o  d a rk ,  b u t  he s t e p p e d  one s t e p  too many.
His f o o t  f e l t  n o th in g ,  he was f a l l i n g ,  d e s p e r a t e l y  t r y i n g  t o  g ra b  so m e th in g ,  b u t  i t  was
to o  l a t e .  The escarpm ent he f e l l  down was one hundred  f e e t  deep .  The i r o n y  o f  t h e  
s i t u a t i o n  was t h a t  he was o n ly  t e n  y a rd s  from t h e  cave  mouth and s a f e t y  -  l e t  a lo n e  h i s  
t r e a s u r e .
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THE MISER A LONELY SHORE

It was a dreary, poorly l i t  room.
In the far comer I could just make out an 
old oak desk, and behind i t  an old hunched 
back man. I approached quietly to get a 
closer look. When I reached the desk,I 
could see the man's features clearly . He 
did not notice me as he was too concerned 
with counting p iles  of coins.

His s ilv e r  hair was very thin, 
uncombed and very straggly. His face was 
shrivelled  and had a yellow look. There 
were creases against his dark blue sunken 
eyes and thin lip s . His nose was long 
and bent and appeared to be very long. 
Probably because of his small shrunken face. 
Really there was nothing about his ears, 
except that one,possibly,was bigger than 
the other. They were not easy to see 
anyway, as they were covered by his hair.
The veins on his neck were clear to see and 
his sh irt co llar was far too big for his 
neck. His grubby hands were also  
crinkled lik e  his face and they trembled 
as he counted his money.

Looking around the room I could 
clearly make out a small coal f ir e  which 
gave out very l i t t l e  heat or pven lig h t.
In the other comer of the room stood a 
dark, big grandfather clock, which ticked 
very slowly but very loudly. The carpet 
was worn and there were holes here and 
there. Papers which were f i l le d  with 
figures were scattered around every comer 
in the room. The whcle scene was very 
sad, so I quietly slipped away from the 
room,altogether unnoticed by the man who 
was s t i l l  busily counting his money.

M. Hebb (2A)

Wave on wave
Tlowing, draining, hissing 
of pebbles.
Ripples surrounding 
Pulling, pushing,
Creeping stealthily
Mingling
with others-
Ripples flowing through
fo.am. White horses rising,
jumping Rollers rising,covering
surging, eddying
lowering, curling
back and forth.

Seaweed
fronds dragging, swirling
Breakers building
up, wavering, breaking, swelling
frothing.
Plunging, skating 
spume spraying.
Breakers mercilessly pounding on rocks. 
Moonlight shimmering on ripples. 
Phospherence sparkling on the moving

surface.
Purple water at the dawning.
Seagulls rising, chasing 
Along the edges of waves and shore 
Porpoises jumping, diving, 
waves bending,
curving, receding, retreating.
Making
patterns with the sand 
Undulating, shattering 
In the sunlight.

Myriads of splinters,
Reflections of light 
Honeycombed, weaving.
Impressed seaweed
traces like engraved fossils,
Indented in grains of sand.
Wave upon wave 
never ending, 
continuously breaking 
The lonely shore.

J. Taylor (3B)
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DESOLATION ANGEL

D e s o l a t i o n  a n g e l  bu rn s  
L ik e  a f i r e  
In th e  w i l d e r n e s s .
The crowd c a l l  
"We w i l l  g i v e  you  
Our h e a r t !
L iv e !  L iv e !"
The l i f e  f la m e  g o e s  o u t  
The crowd l i v e s  on .

rMi S h e i l  (61s)

ACCIDENT STRATEGY

Boom, sm ash , b a n g .
Heads tu r n  w i th  d e a d ly  t h o u g h t s .  
Gloom f a l l s  and h e a r t s  b e a t .
P e o p le  f e e l  un easy  on t h e i r  f e e t .

| P e o p le  r u s h i n g ,  s h o u t i n g , s c r e a m in g ,
I E veryon e  w a tc h in g ,  h o p in g ,  s t a r i n g .
( S i r e n s  b l a r i n g .

L i g h t s  f l a s h i n g .

Crowds d i s p e r s e ,
Wreckage m oved.
E veryon e  i s  soon  
In t h e i r  norm al mood.

M. Smithson (3B)

I

AN UNOCCUPIED FLAT’S BACK YARD

Beside the cracking and broken w all, 
a fusty smell came from a putrid rotting  
heap o f musty garbage. Set on top of the 
green, mouldy, mice b itten  cheese was a 
s ta le  loaf wrapped in a faded, yellow 
newspaper. Ferns grew at the side of 
some slabs. Ashes lay under a l l  the 
deteriorated clump of rubbish. As I 
kicked the paper, rotten eggs le t  out a 
pungent odour which made me stand back and 
then something rustled in  the long, 
decayed mass and a long, lanky t a i l  
appeared and then a matted coat on i t s  
body. A r a t’s hone,I thought as i t  
prowled around ro llin g  with i t s  clammy 
skin. I l e f t  the dump but s t i l l  the 
smell lingered around me lik e  a thick  
blanket of smoke.

TIMOTHY WINTERS

Half way through the la st lesson on 
Friday, Tim lo st a l l  in terest on the subject 
of the lesson, and was soon day dreaming.
He just didn't see why children had to  go 
to school and work on pointless subjects.

The b e ll at the end of school was the 
only thing that woke him up and,although he 
was s it t in g  at the back of the classroom, he 
was out of the door and out of the school 
f ir s t .

He ran out p a ith e  forbidding, dark, 
black gates and sharp iron ra ilin gs, 
forgetting, as usual, a l l  h is hcmework books. 
He ran home shouting and kicking at the 
stones and rubbish in his path. He 
reached the door, in Suez Street,and banged 
and kicked on i t  and then swore aloud 

that'the old man was out again.' He 
fumbled in his scraggy pocket for a key but 
found only a large hole. Swearing to 
himself that he would now get a whacking for 
the lo ss , he walked slowly back down Suez 
Street.

At the end, being suddenly th irsty , he 
picked up a milk b ottle  le f t  on a door step, 
pressed in the top and had three long 
gulps. Finished now with the bottle ,he  
threw i t  across the street where i t  
shattered on the far w all. He ran o ff  
quickly round the com er. Here he found a 
new car, parked on the pavement, so he f ir s t  
blocked the keyhole with a small twig, next 
le t  down one front tyre and fin a lly  plonked 
a big b all of mud on the front windscreen.
He then ran o ff down the street,laughing and 
ringing and knocking on a ll  the doors and 
windows as he passed. He enjoyed th is  much 
better than school.

It was now growing dark and Tim was 
becoming hungry, so ,a fter  stopping the cars 
at the pedestrian crossing, he decided to 
make his way home, throwing stones at the 
deserted houses' windows as he went. He 
at la st reached Suez Street and walked slowly 
in at the open door. His drunk old man 
was mad and gave him a beating and Tim went 
to his comer and wept on his ta tty  old sack.

C. Pike (2B)

HOMEWORK

Q u i z z i n g , 
W r i t i n g ,  
T h in k in g .
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BILL TODD’ S TRIAL OF STRENGTH

The s w e a t  s t o o d  o u t  upon h i s  brow .
H is f a c e  a b r i g h t  r e d  mask.
B i l l  p u t  e v e r y  ounce o f  s t r e n g t h ,
I n t o  h i s  m ig h ty  t a s k .

The m u sc le s  b u lg e d  i n s i d e  h i s  s h i r t ,
H is  g r i p  was i r o n  f a s t .
But h i s  o p p o n e n t  w o u ld n ' t  budge -  
The f i g h t  was t o  th e  l a s t .

B i l l  had t o  win t h i s  t r i a l  o f  s t r e n g t h ,  
A g r e a t  p r i i e  was a t  s t a k e .
B u t ,a s  he  g r a p p le d  w i t h  h i s  f o e ,
H is  arms began t o  a c h e .

A n o th e r  t w i s t ,  a m ig h ty  h e a v e .
Oh, what an aw fu l f i g h t ,
But B i l l  had s a v e d  some e x t r a  s t r e n g t h , 
And v i c t o r y  was i n  s i g h t .

One f i n a l  wrench and B i l l  had won.
The f i g h t  came t o  a s t o p ,
B i l l ,  th e  v i c t o r ,  had rem oved  
The lemonade b o t t l e  t o p .

G. Brown (2A)

THE CONVICT

The p a r ty  o f  c o n v ic ts  l e f t  th e  
d in in g  h a l l .  As th e y  d id  so  t h e i r  numbers 
w ere c a l l e d  o u t .

Most o f  th e  men w ere o u t i n  th e  y a rd , 
k ic k in g  a  f r e c k le d  b a l l  a ro u n d , b u t one man 
who d id  n o t jo in  i n  was Jo e  Hawkins,
Number 26384.

Jo e  was f r u i t f u l l y  p la y in g  P a t ie n c e  
by h im s e lf  i n  th e  c o rn e r  o f  th e  y a rd .  He 
was e a s i l y  d i s t in g u i s h a b le  from  th e  r e s t  o f  
th e  c o n v ic ts ,  m ain ly  f o r  two r e a s o n s .

The f i r s t  was t h a t  h is  b o o ts  were no t 
s c r a tc h e d  a t  a l l ,  and th e  p o l i s h  s t i l l  
e x i s t e d  on th e  b la c k - ta n n e d  l e a t h e r ,  b u t 
t h i s  was no t a l l .  The c r e a s e  in  h is  
l i g h t  b lu e  t r o u s e r s  looked  s h a rp ,  in  f a c t  
h is  whole image was v e ry  s h a rp  and o u t­
s ta n d in g .

H is ja c k e t  was n o t to r n  o r  fad ed  l i k e  
th e  o th e r  c o n v ic t s 'a n d  th e r e  was no t r a c e  
o f  th e  d in n e r  he had j u s t  e a te n .  T h is 
w e ll  groomed man gave you a  f e e l i n g  o f  h i s

b e in g  i n t e l l e c t u a l  b u t b eh in d  t h i s  t h i n ,  
c e l l u l a r  fa c e  t h e r e  was a  s n a r e  o f  h a t r e d .

The h a t r e d  was th e  ca u se  o f  h i s  b e in g  
in  p r i s o n ,  t h i s  h a t r e d  e x i s t e d  i n  him  and 
would n o t be d r iv e n  o f f  by any amount o f  
y e a rs  i n  p r i s o n .

He s h u f f l e d  th e  c a rd s  w ith  im m aculate  
p r e c i s io n ,  b u t h i s  hands w ere n o t g r a c e f u l  
on th e  o u ts id e  and th e y  d e n ie d  a l l  th e  
p r e c i s io n  as th o u g h  t o  make him o u t t o  be 
a  c a rd  s h a rp .

Jo e  paused  f o r  a  seco n d  and lo o k ed  u p . 
He c o u ld  s e n s e  t h e  poor q u a l i t y  odour o f  a 
p r is o n  o f f i c e r  s t a n d in g  o v e r  him . Jo e  
lo o k ed  back  down.

The p r is o n  w a rd er came w ith  a  m essage 
and t o l d  Jo e  i n  h i s  own k in d  o f  g rubby  v o ic e  
to  fo llo w  him .

"Come on H aw kins."

"What fo r? "

"D unno."

"W ell, w here am I  g o in g ?"  s a id  Jo e , 
who h a rd ly  gave up  t r y i n g .

But th e  w a rd e r d id  n o t answ er and 
c a u t io u s ly  b o th  men weaved betw een  th e  
f o o t b a l l e r s .

" In  h e r e " ,  th e  w ard er s a i d .

They w alked a lo n g  a  cream y c o lo u re d  
c o r r id o r  w hich s u p p o r te d  a  few p o s te r s  
and e v e n tu a l ly  f i n i s h e d  a t  th e  G o v e rn o r 's  
o f f i c e .  Now w hat I Jo e  th o u g h t ,  b i t i n g  
h is  l i p .  He had done n o th in g  w rong.

M. H olden (4A)
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The h e l l  r i n g s  f o r  m orning assem b ly .

" A l r i g h t  l a d s ,  come on now, down to  
assem b ly ,  h u r r y  u p ."

" O h ,d ra g ."

The o ld ,  wooden, s c r a t c h e d  desk  l i d s  
r i s e  i n  s y n c h r o n iz a t i o n  and each o f  us 
t a k e s  ou t  a  s c r a g g y ,  r i p p e d ,  b lu e  hymn 
book, ex cep t  B enk insop .

"Hey, w ho 's  n ic k e d  my hymn book?"

"Shu tup  B enkinsop , you can s h a r e  w ith  
someone e l s e  f o r  t h e  t im e  b e in g . "

"Oh, okay s i r . "

Now fo l lo w s  th e  u s u a l  s ce n e  as a l l  32 
o f  us  t r y  t o  cram  th ro u g h  t h e  a l l  to o  sm a l l  
form room door a t  t h e  same t im e .  T h is  i s  
chaos and a l l  k in d s  o f  s h o u ts  d r i f t  from 
t h e  32-man scrum

"Get y our  f i n g e r  ou t  o f  my ear ,T em ple ."

" O h ,s o r r y  B lo ts w o r th y  bu t  som ebody's 
s t a n d i n g  on my f o o t  anyway."

E v e n tu a l ly  we manage t o  sq u ee ze  out o f  
t h e  scrum and f i l t e r  i n t o  t h e  d u l l ,  empty 
c o r r i d o r .  Now s t a r t s  t h e  stam pede tow ards 
t h e  s t a i r s .

" I  s ay  Croshaw, w atch  out f o r  t h e  f i r e  
e x t i n g u i s h e r . "

T here  fo l lo w e d  a  s h a r p  c r a c k  as 
Crowshaw's head made h a rd ,  b r i e f  c o n ta c t  
w i th  t h e  b r i g h t  r e d  f i r e  e x t i n g u i s h e r .

THE LIGHTHOUSE

'The lighthouse stands a l l  alone 
i t s  corroded rocks and girders t a l l ,  
as the crashing waves break and h it

the solid wall, 
followed by a flash of spray.
But the old lighthouse on 
those corroded rocks still stands and 
shines its light out in that deep ocean, 

miles from anywhere.

The waves break as they hit
the solid rocks 

And a layer of foam untouched 
by anyone 

forms slowly on the water top.
This foam is white and so elegant- 

How is it foimed?
We do not know
It comes so fast and slowly goes.

I. Barkes (3A)

AFTER SCHOOL

The s w i s h i n g  o f  th e  c l e a n e r ' s  mop.
The w ind  b lo w s  th rou gh  g a p s .
D oors b a n g in g .
The n o i s e  s t r e t c h e s  a c r o s s  th e  em pty

c o r r i d o r .
"Owch'. What a  s t u p i d  p la c e  t o  put a 

f i r e  e x t i n g i s h e r . "

The m a j o r i t y  o f  us  had now re a c h e d  th e  
s t a i r s  and were to r p e d o in g  down a t  t o p  
s p e e d ,  sev en  a t  a  t im e ,  o n ly  t o  be 
a b r u p t l y  s to p p e d  a t  t h e  bo ttom  by a  t h i c k  
crowd o f  f i f t h  fo rm e rs ,  s h u f f l i n g  
m o u rn fu l ly  to w ard s  t h e  f a m i l i a r  sw in g in g  
d o o r s .  We a r e  now red u ced  t o  an 
i n c r e d i b l y  slow  f u n e r a l - t y p e  pace as we 
s q u e e z e ,  f i v e  a b r e a s t ,  th ro u g h  t h e  doors 
i n t o  t h e  h a l l  and  t a k e  up o u r  u s u a l  
p o s i t i o n s  f o r  m orning  assem b ly .

P. Humphrey (IB)

ASSEMBLY

W alking  i n  l i k e  g u n f i g h t e r s ,
T a lk in g  t o  each o t h e r .
T h e r e ' s  p l e n t y  o f  n o i s e  u n t i l  th e  h e a d m a s te r

w a lk s  i n .
Then q u i e t .
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KILL ME AGAIN at his dead w ife.

The car sped along the narrow roads 
as the sun shone brightly down. It was a 
hot day, too hot for a person with a quick 
temper.

"I hope that i t  w ill  be worth the 
journey," said Sandra tired ly .

"It won't be my fau lt i f  i t  isn 't ,"  
replied her husband irr itab ly . "I'm just 
going on what the ad. said in the paper."

"Oh, th at's great," she retorted, "a 
two hundred and f i f t y  mile journey for 
nothing."

"Well I'm not exactly enjoying it ,"  he 
said, the anger slowly creeping into his 
voice.

"I'm surprised at that. You're going 
miles too fa s t , th irty  m.p.h. is  quite 
enough," she said, her glare intensifying.

"Oh, lis te n  to the greatest back-seat 
driver, herself; i f  she had a car she'd 
never do anything wrong," he mocked.

"Sarcasm wasn't called  for and i f  we're 
going to pick fau lts

He stopped her further conversation.
"All right, a l l  right, we're here now,"
They both stepped out of the car*, she 
slammed the door and walked o ff haughtily.
He started to speak but she interrupted. 
"Before you start moaning, I didn't slam 
the door on purpose." He looked at her, 
his mind ticking over what to say next, he 
spoke -

"I wasn't going to  say anything but now 
you mention i t ,  I'm sick of you and your 
s i l l y  ways, i t s  nothing but vanity. You're 
a stupid,vain bitch!"

"For God's sake, who the h e ll do you 
think you are? You're nothing, nothing but 
a back-street writer with big ideas." Her 
eyes narrowed to ca t-lik e  s l i t s ,  his face 
stayed calm. He said, raising the volume 
of his voice:

"At least I've got ideas, I'm not just 
a d r ifter , a parasite like you. Why don't 
you just get o ff my back and clear off?"

"I'm going, and the newspapers w ill find 
out what a wretch you are, the h e ll i t  is  
to liv e  with y .......... ah!"

He looked down at her, lying slumped 
across the cream bonnet of the car, the knife 
standing erect from her back. He l i t  a 
cigarette and stared dumbly, lik e an animal,

"God," he murmured. "What can I do? 
Accident? Suicide? What can I t e l l  the 
police? I suppose I could plead insanity  
and ruin my writing career or perhaps - a 
frame?"

He dumped the body, time passed, h is  
writing career boomed and he took the house 
near to where he murdered h is w ife. But one 
night, one terrib le  night ..........

The f ir e  burned brightly in his small 
stone cottage, his eyes wandered round the 
room, examining the beautiful material 
benefits around him. A coal f e l l  from the 
f ir e , he jumped nervously and then he smiled 
at h is sudden flash  of fear. He looked at 
the f ir e  and there, there in the flames was 
her face* everything was there, even her 
typ ica lly  stupid expression. He gasped, his 
body shook. "No - No," he murmured. The 
rain spat on the window.

"Tony, Tony, you can hear me, you thought 
I was dead. But i t  is  you who are dead, you 
thought you had got away with it ."

He tried  not to hear i t ,  he pushed back 
the fear and told  him self i t  was his imagin­
ation. Lhe telephone rang, he picked up the 
receiver, a woman was on the other end.

'H ello, darling, i t s  me, Sandra!"

He heard her hysterical laugh and 
dropped the receiver. The door opened, no- 
one was there. He went outside, his face 
tense with fear and anger. 'The night was 
cold and empty, a voice echoed around him.

"Come on darling, k i l l  me again."

He fired  his revolver to where the voice 
came from, i t  spat f ir e  into the darkness.
A ll was s ile n t and then there was laughing, 
growing louder and more cruel, malicious, 
b itter  laughter which rocked and swayed in 
the a ir . He fired  again and again but the 
laughter would not stop. He ran blindly  
into the night in search of h is torturer 
and then:

He waved his arms in d istress and 
screamed strangled cr ie s , the swamp sucked 
him further down, he writhed and struggled, 
the blackness closed in around him while 
the ringing of laughter stayed in h is ears.
He was dead................

R.G. Hawkins (3A)



DERBY DISASTER

A beautiful horse was Holly,
The sort who wins every race.
He clears all the hurdles so quickly 
That the others cannot stand the pace.

He ran his last race at Chepstow,
And fatal it proved to be.
As he came to the last high hurdle 
He was not going to clear it,you see.

He was ten feet away from the hurdle 
When he rose into the air like a swan. 
But the crowd screamed with horror when

he reached it 
And down fell poor Holly, headlong!

His neck was broken on landing 
And this finished his racing career,
But he died the next day in the stable 
In quiet, with no-one else near.

I.) Tooley (3B)

MICKY COALBURN

H is head  h e l d  h ig h ,
In t h a t  s t i c k y  p l a c e / 
th e  w o r ld  i s  new 
h e ' s  f i r s t  o f  h i s  r a c e .

The t r e e  o f  p r i d e ,  
w i th  l e a v e s  o f  l a c e ,  
a D in o sa u r  l a r g e  
b r e a k s  h i s  g r a c e .

H is b ra n c h e s  do b r e a k  
h e ' s  d i e d  o f  d e c a y ;  
h i s  b o d y  i s  no more.
P oor  M ic k 's  had h i s  day .

H is body  i s  a f l o o r  
and h i s  c o f f i n  i s  c o l d  
b u t  Micky is p e a c e f u l .
The la n d  h as  h i s  mould.

H is  t r a n q u i l i t y  i s  o v e r  
h e ' s  dug up and s l a i n .  
Then h e ' s  ta k e n  t o  L eeds  
on an e x p r e s s  t r a i n .

H e 's  thrown on a f i r e  
and from  t h a t  day  
h i s  l i f e  i s  no more  
o l e t M l c k ' s  p a s s e d  away.

T. Smith (2B)
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THE ACCIDENT

Gazing through the window at the top of
a tall office block, I thought
how safe the people looked,
but this was not
the life for me!
Not a smart suit
or a white shirt and tie,
but overalls were my daily clothes.

Hearing the clicking typwriter keys, 
seeing the flashing pens and pencils,
I thought how unlucky to be 
"confined to four walls".

Mine was a much healthier, 
existence, always breathing the 
clean fresh air.
In the streets below me 
I saw and heard the small children.
The sound of bicycle bells,
The screech of brakes 
and joyful shouts.

Suddenly a crash! a screech! a cry!
I felt the ladder slip.
I was falling!
The ground was coming closer.
What was happening; is it the end?
A great thud,
dizziness, total blackness,
As I fell into unconsciousness.

Now as I sit paralysed, 
in my wheelchair, I wonder 
if it would have been better 
had I died?
My thoughts drift back, 
to those office workers: 
how safe their lives,
"confined to four walls".

M. Williams (3B)

SCHOOL DINNERS

Queuing up f o r  o u r  d i n n e r ,
T a lk in g ,  c h e w in g ,  c l a t t e r i n g  o f  p l a t e s ,  
D in n er  l a d i e s  l o o k  and g l a r e .
Some b o y s  a r e  w a lk in g  w i th  t h e i r  t r a y s  
L ooking  f o r  somewhere t o  s i t  i n  th e

crow ded  h a l l .

P.  Humphrey (IB)



THE ECHOING SILENCE

He walked down the lamplit street path 
slowly. The extra drink he had had a l i t t l e  
while ago made him rather unsteady in mind 
and action. Hie howling wind was the only 
sound that broke the silence of the deserted 
stree t.

He walked into a dark a lley , hardly 
knowing where he was going. Suddenly the 
lamp went out and the gate behind him 
creaked closed. He was alone and he fe lt  i t .  
His uneasiness turned, slowly, to  fright and 
then <o terror. He dashed for the gate.

It was locked. He was alone. He 
went crazy, smashing everything in sigh t.
He found some bottles and he smashed them 
against the w all. "At last" , he thought, 
"company; even though i t  is  just a moustf i t  
is  s t i l l  a liv in g  thing." It tried  to 
escape his trembling hands. He was 
clutching i t  very tig h tly  and i t  could not 
get a ir . I ts  v iolent struggles ceased.
He looked in pure horror at the dead 
creature. He hurriflly dropped i t .  He 
was alone again. The silence seemed to  
echo a ll  round him. "That's silly',' he 
thought, "how can silence echo; What a 
stupid thing to say." He carried on trying 
to reason himself into calmness. He f e l l  
down onto the glass covered floor . His 
throat made contact with a sharp edge. Then 
s ilen ce . The glass cut deeper and deeper.

Another victim  for the 'Echoing 
S ilen ce'.

M. Chidwick (2A)

SUICIDAL?

You s a y
T h e r e ' s  n o th in g  
I t s  a l l  gon e .
B u t ,  a l th o u g h  
I t  seem s t h a t  way,
Y o u 're  wrong
B ecause t h e r e ' s  a lw a y s
Som eth ing  new.
Som eth ing  t o  l i v e  f o r ,  
T h e r e ’s  a lw a y s  hope  
But d e a th  i s  em pty  
There i s  no h o p e .
L iv e  on ,
Your m is e r y  w i l l  e n d ,  
But d e a th

•flakes o t h e r s  m i s e r a b l e  
While th e y  h ave  l i f e  
I t s  a s e l f i s h  c i r c l e .  
S t r i v e  f o r  h a p p in e s s  
Make l i f e  good  f o r  a l l .

THE SCRAP DEALER'S GLEE

The red car approached i t s  doom 
And was caught in the merchant's web.
The once haughty owners body is  dead,
The memories were forgotten in due time.

But the hard smooth sh e ll did not waste 
For into merchants haiids was sold.
It was crushed into pulp by the

ccmpresser.
To the Ford firm i t  was sold.

Some months la ter  i t  rides again 
In a new shape, colour and form.
But once again the pride and joy 
Of a small family.

M.D. Lester (3B)

HELL'S ANGELS

Everywhere I look and see,
Faces grey with misery,
Everybody looks the same,
I just don't know who to blame.
I don't want to  grow up grey,
V.'ith a boring job and rotten pay,
I'd spend i t  a ll  on bikes and booze, 
Nothing to win, so there's nothing

to lose .

I'd lik e to leave i t  a ll  behind 
Ride my hog, see what I'd  find.
With my old lady behind me,
V.'e'd ride together and we'd be free; 
Really th at's what I'd lik e to be,
Out in the wind and free, free, free.

M. Peck (3C)
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AN EVENING WITH MY FAMILY.

I  was s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  l o u n g e ,h a v in g  a  
q u i e t  game o f  p a t i e n c e .  To my r i g h t  s a t • 
my m other,  r e a d in g  a  s t o r y  i n  "The Tim es", 
about a  woman who had gone b e r s e r k  i n  h e r  
home and t r i e d  t o  s t a b  h e r  t e e n - a g e  
d a u g h te r  to  d e a th  w i th  a  k n i t t i n g - n e e d l e .
I had j u s t  t u r n e d  up th e  Queen o f  Spades 
as  t h e  s l i d i n g  door c r a s h e d  open and my 
e l d e r  s i s t e r  s to rm ed  i n  w i th  a  r a t h e r  re d  
f a c e .

"Bloody dog!"  she  sh o u te d ,  a f t e r  j u s t  
h av in g  g la n c e d  q u ic k ly  round  t h e  room t o  
check  t h a t  o u r  f a t h e r  w a s n ' t  i n .

" P a t s y ! "  exc la im ed  my m other.

"W ell" ,  r e p l i e d  P a t s y ,  "damn d o g 's  
enough t o  make anybody sw ea r .  I  j u s t  
found my b e s t  shoes  chewed up a l l  o v e r  th e  
k i t c h e n  f l o o r . "

" I t  s e r v e s  you r i g h t  f o r  l e a v i n g  them 
l y i n g  a ro u n d /  I  s a i d .

As u s u a l l y  happens when I sp eak  t o  my 
s i s t e r ,  my remark was ig n o re d .  P a t s y  
s to o d  t h e r e  g o in g  r e d d e r ,  w a i t i n g  f o r  my 
m other,  who had gone back  t o  r e a d in g  h e r  
p a p e r ,  t o  go and t h r o t t l e  t h e  dog, o r  to  
s t i c k  h e r  shoes b a c k . t o g e t h e r  f o r  h e r .  
However, as my m other d id  n o th in g ,  P a t s y  
tu r n e d  t o  l e a v e .  J u s t  th e n  my f a t h e r  
a r r i v e d  and I  t u r n e d  up th e  King o f  S pades .

"Who made a l l  t h a t  mess on t h e  k i t c h e n  
f l o o r ? "  he s a i d  q u i e t l y .  "Was i t  you 
P a ts y ? "  I t u r n e d  up t h e  Ace.

"No, i t  w a s n ' t  me]," sh e  s h o u t e d , " i t  was 
t h a t  h o r r i b l e  g r e a t  dog, he chewed up my 
b e s t  s h o e s . "

"W ell you s h o u l d n ' t  have l e f t  them 
l y i n g  around,"  r e p l i e d  my f a t h e r .  J u s t
th e n  our  l i t t l e  J a c k  R u s s e l l  dog w alked in  
and P a t s y ,  on h e r  way o u t ,  t r o d  on h i s  paw. 
The dog y e lp e d ,  P a t s y  jumped backwards and 
f e l l  o v e r ,  and I tu rn e d  up th e  J o k e r .

"Be c a r e f u l  P a t s y / 1 s a i d  my m other,  
em erging  from beh ind  "The T im es", and 
c a l l i n g  o f f  t h e  dog. P a t s y  gofcup and, 
s h o u t in g  so m eth in g  as she  went, r e t i r e d  to  
h e r  bedroom. My f a t h e r  went a c ro s s  th e  
ro a d  to  t h e  p u b l i c  h o u se .  My m other 
f i n i s h e d  h e r  s t o r y  i n  "The Times" and went 
o f f  t o  look  f o r  a k n i t t i n g  n ee d le ' .?  I 
f i n i s h e d  my game o f  p a t i e n c e  and tu rn e d  on 
th e  t e l e v i s i o n  t o  w atch "A Fam ily  a t  War".

WITHOUT FRIENDS

E ver  t r i e d  h e l p i n g  someone?
E ver  t r i e d  b e in g  k in d ?
I  h a ve  -  
You h a v e n ' t .
E ver  fou n d  y o u r s e l f  w i t h o u t  f r i e n d s ?  
E ver  w ondered  why?
I  have  
You h a v e n ' t .
E ver  h u r t  someone d e l i b e r a t e l y ?
E ver  t r i e d  t o  b e  c r u e l ?
You h a v e ,
I  h a v e n ' t .
E ver  n o t i c e d  a n y th in g  i n  common? 
E ver  n o t i c e d  th e  change?
I  h a v e .
You, maybe.
E ver  been  w i th o u t  f r i e n d s ?
E v e r  n o t i c e d ?
I  have  
You h a v e .

rML S h e i l  (61s)
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FOREST FIRE THE ESCAPE

Leaping lik e  cheetahs and fly ing  lik e bats, 
The fiery  flames lick  at the trees,
The furious wind shaking the branches 
that are shrieking in pain from their

attackers.

Springing for th eir  liv e s ,th e  wild beasts
scatter,

Screaming in case the 'Great God of Fire' 
should catch them;

Wicked as he i s ,  h is eyes of fury 
follow the victims to th eir  dooms,
H elpless, they f a l l  from exhaustion, 
praying the God w ill  be overcome.

M. Tuer (2B)

THE ANIMALS' ORCHESTRA

Once upon a  t im e ,  t h e  l i o n , b e i n g  th e  
k in g  o f  t h e  j u n g l e ,h e l d  a  p a r ty  o u t s i d e  h i s  
l a i r .  A l l  t h e  an im als  were i n v i t e d  and , 
as  i t  was a  r e q u e s t  from t h e  k in g ,  t h e r e  
were no a b s e n te e s .

When th e y  had f i n i s h e d  t h e i r  f e a s t ,  
t h e  l i o n  s u g g e s te d  t h e y  sh o u ld  form an 
o r c h e s t r a .  I t  was d e c id e d  by v o te  t h a t  
Mr. Fox sh o u ld  be t h e  c o n d u c to r  b ec au se  he 
had su ch  a  b e a u t i f u l  w h i te  w a i s t c o a t .
A f t e r  a  l o t  o f  f l u r r y i n g ,  s c u r r y i n g  and 
e x c i t a b l e  c h i t - c h a t  by a l l  t h e  an im als  
p r e s e n t ,  t h e  l i o n  and t h e  fo x  managed t o  
g e t  everyone  i n t o  h i s  s e l e c t e d  p l a c e .

O bv io u s ly ,  t h e  c a t s  were on t h e  v i o l i n s  
and t r u m p e t in g  came n a t u r a l l y  t o  th e  
e l e p h a n t s .  The f l u t e s  and wind 
in s t ru m e n ts  were p lay ed  by t h e  b i r d s  and 
t h e  dogs were m a g n i f ic e n t  on t h e  f r e n c h  
h o rn s .  At t h e  b ack  o f  t h e  o r c h e s t r a  t h e  
l i o n  p la y e d  t h e  doub le  b a s s .  Being t h e  
k in g  he l i k e d  t o  keep  h i s  eye on everyone 
and t h i s  p o s i t i o n  s u i t e d  him f i n e .  The 
p ig s  e x c e l l e d  th em se lv e s  on t h e  
euphoniums and T e r r y  G i r a f f e  th o u g h t  t h e  
trom bone g r e a t  fu n .  O i ly  t h e  oc topus  
p la y e d  t h e  o rg an  and he was so  p le a s e d  
b e c a u se  i t  was t h e  o n ly  job  he had e v e r  had 
where he c o u ld  u se  a l l  h i s  hands a t  t h e  
same t im e .

The o v e r tu r e  t h e  an im a ls  d e c id e d  t o  
p la y  was t h e  " T h ie v in g  Magpie" by R o s s in i  
and t h i s  t h e y  p la y e d  w i th  a l l  t h e i r  m igh t.
At t h e  f i n a l e ,  Sammy t h e  s e a  l i o n  c r a s h e d  
t h e  cymbals w i th  g u s to  and  th e n  jumped 
down and  e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  l e d  t h e  a p p la u s e .

I t  had been  a  d u l l , t o r t u o u s  d a y . .  The 
su n  was h ig h  in  th e  sk y  r e f l e c t i n g  arrow s 
o f  boredom .

Jo e  made h i s  way on to  t h e  bus w ith  
s i l e n t  g la n c e s  w hich p ie r c e d  th e  l i t t l e r  
b o y 's  mind t o  l e t  Jo e  on f i r s t .  He made 
h i s  way c o m fo r ta b ly  down th e  a l r e a d y  
t ro d d e n  a lle y w a y  t o  f in d  th e  o n ly  a v a i l a b le  
s e a t  w renched from  i t s  t o r n  b e n t s o c k e ts .

He p la c e d  a  g r i n  on h i s  mellow mouth 
and to o k  ou t h i s  comb. The s p ik e s  s l i d  
th ro u g h  h is  g re a s y  h a i r  a s  e a s i l y  a s  so ap  
w ould s l i p  down a  s l i d e .  Jo e  s a t  q u i e t l y  
l i k e  an  u n d is tu rb e d  k i t t e n  f o r  th e  r e s t  o f  
th e  jo u rn e y .  Now and a g a in ,  s h r ie k s  o f  
l a u g h te r  w ould echo a ro u n d  th e  bus b o u n c in g  
and b o u n c in g  o f f  th e  w a lls  o f  th e  bus a s  a  
b i l l i a r d  b a l l  does on a  t a b l e .  A f te r  each  
p i e r c in g  w a il  he w ould screw  up  h is  f a c e ,  
re p u g n a n tly  o p p o sin g  ev e ry  l i t t l e  fa c e  w hich 
tu rn e d  h i s  way*

At l a s t  th e  bus re a c h e d  i t s  
d e s t i n a t i o n .  J o e ,  h i s  fa c e  now w rin k le d  
w ith  a  s m ile ,  made h is  way o n to  th e  lo n e ­
some pavem ent. At l a s t  he had  escap ed  
from  S ch o o l and a l l  i t s  boredom s in  w hich 
he  was h e ld  c a p t iv e .

M. Holden (4A)

THE FOREST FIRE

There! .............. ly ing in  the green grass
a demon, a f ir e  hazard; a cigarette l ie s  
smouldering with a bright fiery  red glow, 
the smoke r isin g  lik e  a snake being piped 
out o f a wicker basket; then a small flame 
appears at the side o f th is  demon and 
expands i t s e l f  in to  a small f ir e  not much 
larger than a quare foot. The innocent 
trees not knowing that in minutes they 
are to  be devoured by the flame. They 
stand paralysed without motion.

The flame draws nearer, leaping and 
laughing as i t  has been set free once more 
lik e  a geni se t free frcm i t s  b ottle; i t  
slowly devours and consumes every liv in g  
plant in sight and incinerates a l l  the 
animals and birds trying to  escape th is  
terror attacking th e ir  homes.

I t  slowly dies down as i t  comes to  the 
end o f i t s  destructive mission and there 
over a black and smouldering mass o f what 
i s  now desolate land l ie s  nothing but a 
small cigarette smouldering.

N. B la c k h a l l  (lA)
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THE GLORY!

The deafening roar o f th irty  engines 
with exhausts pointing menacingly 

towards the sky.

The cars ro ll forward towards the grid.
Engines are revved to an earsp littin g  whine.
The checkered flag  drops
The Belgian Grand Prix has begun
The cars scream round the track.

P i a n i s s i m o ,  c r e s c e n d o ,  p i a n i s s i m o

Always brushing straw bales 
Always riding a tightrope 

with death.
The smell of burning rubber

f i l l s  the air as a car hurtles 
past at breakneck speed.

P i a n i s s i m o ,  c r e s c e n d o ,  p i a n i s s i m o

A fla sh , i t  d ies, a flash , i t  d ies, i t  d ies. 
"It a l l  seems so po in tless, risking a

l i f e  for a moment's glory 
as the car bursts into flames

with yourself under it ."
This is  what anxious people think 

as they grip the ra il with fright 
and a ear bums up the road.

P i a n i s s i m o ,  c r e s c e n d o ,  p i a n i s s i m o

It was a normal lap when i t  happened,
The nineteenth, as a matter of fact.
"A wheel went - just lik e that."
No-one knows why.

Hie car s l id  on one side
Then on the other.

It h it  the bank, the engine le t  out a spurt 
- orange, yellow and red.

People running, gazing down into the 
bundle of man and metal.

The mess seemed lik e modem art.

Man was hoisted from the wreckage as 
an ambulance droned in the distance. 
Water f e l l  on the car which looked 

lik e  a poor, frightened creature 
as i t  hissed feebly.

The cacophonous sound of the 
ambulance died away.

It a l l  seemed so p o in tless.

P i a n i s s i m o ,  c r e s c e n d o ,  m o r t .

E. Allbutt (2A)



I n  th e  new sc h o o l y e a r ,  we welcomed 
Mr. M.H. C ohley a s  o u r m usic m a s te r .  H is 
a r r i v a l  was m arked by a  h ig h ly  s u c c e s s f u l  
Commemoration S e rv ic e  i n  O c to b e r, when th e  
C h o ir s a n  "Non N obis Domine". The u s u a l  
C h ris tm as t r i p s  by  th e  C h o ir and Band 
p reced e d  a  v e ry  s u c c e s s f u l  C a ro l S e rv ic e  
a t  "o u r"  P a r i s h  Church i n  B u lw e ll.  The 
v o c a l item s w ere v e ry  v a r ie d  i n  c h a r a c te r  
and r e f l e c t e d  w e ll  th e  w ide ra n g in g  
a b i l i t i e s  o f  th e  b o y s .

Mr. C o b le y 's  e n th u s ia sm  was shown in  
two new d e p a r tu re s  a lth o u g h  he d id  n o t 
p e r s o n a l ly  o rg a n is e  b o th  o f  them . These 
d e p a r tu r e s  w ere d u r in g  th e  E a s te r  te rm .
The f i r s t  one, o rg a n is e d  by Mr. C obley , was 
a  C o n cert by th e  C h o ir , O rc h e s tr a  and Band, 
w ith  s e v e r a l  in s t ru m e n ta l  s o lo s  and a  " h ig h  
s p o t"  by th e  Band, th e  B acharach  S u i t e ,  
p a r t  o f  w hich had  t o  be r e p e a te d  owing to  
th e  p u b lic  demand f o r  an  e n c o re . S econd ly , 
t h e r e  was a  s e r i e s  o f  E a s te r  re a d in g s  and 
v o c a l item s o rg a n is e d  by Mr. B est and a  
most im p re s s iv e ly  mimed E a s te r  s t o r y ,  
d i r e c t e d  by Mr. P r e s c o t t .  The end o f  th e  
E a s te r  te rm  p ro v ed  v e ry  h e c t i c  as th e  Band 
a l s o  jo in e d  fo r c e s  w ith  A rno ld  H i l l  
C om prehensive S ch o o l t o  g iv e  an  e x c e l le n t  
p e rfo rm an ce  o f  T c h a ik o v sk y 's  March from 
Symphony No. 2 and th e  B acharach  S u i t e ,  
a t  th e  A rno ld  S ch o o ls  M usic F e s t i v a l  i n  th e  
A lb e r t  H a ll  — i t  was th e  o n ly  ite m  to  g e t 
an  e n c o re l

We a r e  now w ork ing  h a rd  f o r  th e  
Annual Summer C o n cert on May 22nd w hich we 
hope w i l l  be e q u a lly  s u c c e s s f u l .

At th e  end o f  t h i s  y e a r  we s h a l l  s a y  
goodbye to  two boys -  James A ll in g to n  and 
S te p h en  T h o rn a lle y  who have c o n t r ib u te d  
much to  th e  m usic o f  th e  S ch o o l, Music C lub , 
B a n d ,e tc .  They w i l l  be v e ry  h a rd  t o  r e p la c e  
b u t we w ish  them  g r e a t  su c c e s s  i n  t h e i r  
f u tu r e  c a r e e r s .

For the record, 74 boys are learning to  
play musical instruments, 65 having lessons 
at School. For th is we offer our sincere 
thanks to the v is it in g  teachers Miss Mace,
Mr. G lazeb ro o k , Mr. G le d h i l l  and Mr.
N a b a rro . We a r e  v e ry  g r a t e f u l  t o  Mr.
N ab arro  who has d i r e c t e d  a l l  t h e  Band 
p e rfo rm an c es .

SLUM CAT

Its coat,which once was c lean ,is  now 
matted with d ir t. Lonely, seldom fed 
with even scraps by i t s  irresponsible 
owners, i t  has no property to defend, 
just roaming around lik e a stray, not 
wanted. Not stroked, nor fondled, not 
cared about, an outcast, th in , showing 
i t s  ribs. Slum Cat.
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"THE PLAY'S THE THING"

The t i t l e  o f  t h i s  p ie c e  i s  a  
q u o ta t io n  from  S h a k e s p e a re 's  "H am le t" . I  
am g la d  t o  s a y  t h a t  I  have n e v e r  se e n  any 
work by t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  w r i t e r  a tte m p te d  
by th e  am ateu r d ra m a tic  s o c i e t y  o f  o u r 
S ch o o l b ec au se  th e  r e s u l t a n t  chaos w ould, 
l i k e  th e  l a s t  a c t  o f  'K in g  L e a r ',  be to o  
p a in f u l  t o  w a tc h . W ith p r o f e s s io n a l  
dram a one r e c a l l s  th e  s p le n d id  a c t i n g  o r  
s tu n n in g  s c e n e ry ;  m em ories o f  s c h o o l 
f u n c tio n s  alw ays in c lu d e  th e  f e a r f u l  
hamming and c o l l a p s in g  s c e n e ry .  In  
e x p re s s in g  su ch  an  o p in io n  I  c an n o t be 
ac c u se d  o f  b e in g  p a r t i s a n  f o r  I  have been  
c o n n e c te d  more o r  l e s s  d i r e c t l y  w ith  f iv e  
S ch o o l p la y s  c o v e r in g  a s  many y e a r s .

"The L ark"? by Je a n  A nnouilh ,w as a  
d e s p e r a te ly  s e r io u s  p ie c e  ab o u t S t .  J o a n ’ s 
s u f f e r in g s  w hich , d e s p i t e  some v e ry  good 
a c t i n g , i s  c h i e f l y  m emorable f o r  th e  scen e  
i n  w hich th e  B ishop  o f  Cauchon d e l iv e r e d  
a  v e ry  lo n g  and com plex sp ee ch  t h r e e  t im e s .  
I t  was fo llo w e d  th e  n e x t y e a r  by "Toad o f  
Toad H a ll"  w here th e  problem s w ere m ain ly  
s c e n ic ,  a  m igh ty  oak c o l la p s e d  when someone 
s a t  on i t  and th e  au d ie n c e  w atched  
m esm erised  a s  a  w a ll  o f  B a d g e r 's  house 
s lo w ly  f e l l  backw ards t o  r e v e a l  th e  S ta g e  
M anager. I t  was i n  t h a t  p la y  t h a t  I  to o k  
th e  le a d in g  p a r t  o f  t h e  v o ic e  o f  th e  H orse , 
spoken  from  u n d e rn e a th  th e  s t a g e .  Who, 
h a v in g  h e a rd  t h i s ,  c o u ld  e v e r  f o r g e t? ?

The n ex t p ro d u c tio n  was more o f  a  
re v ie w , a  s e r i e s  o f  s k e tc h e s  and  songs 
ab o u t th e  s e a  in te n d e d  a s  a  fram e f o r  a  
p e rfo rm an ce  o f  B enjam in B r i t t e n 's  
m in ia tu r e  o p e ra  "The Golden V a n ity " .  T h is  
went re m ark ab ly  w e l l ,w i th  s c a r c e ly  a  h i t c h .  
T hese  w ere a l l  b e in g  sav e d  up  f o r  th e  n ex t 
p ro d u c tio n  o f  " S e a g u l ls  o v e r S o rre n to "  
w hich  c o n ta in e d  su ch  m emorable d an g e rs  as 
an  a c to r  a s k in g  th e  p ro m p ter f o r  h i s  n ex t 
l i n e  i n  a  v e ry  c l e a r  v o ic e ,  an  e x p lo s io n  
w hich  came f i v e  seconds a f t e r  th e  l i n e ,  
"Gawd'. The L a b o r a to ry 's  blown u p l"  and 
a  s p le n d id  moment when a  c h a r a c te r  
ap p e a re d  on th e  s ta g e  w h i l s t  th e  o th e r  
a c to r s  w ere a l l  s a y in g  he w ould be  t h e r e  
th e  n ex t day when h is  d e s t r o y e r  a r r i v e d .  
"The R oyal P ardon" was dogged by m is fo r tu n e  
and was o n ly  g iv e n  one p erfo rm an ce  due to  
th e  en e rg y  c r i s i s .

On th e  s u b je c t  o f  Ham a c t in g  I  w i l l  
o n ly  s a y  t h a t  any  one who has see n  th e  
awesome A rchb ishop  o f  Rheim s, th e  P o s t -  
C a p ta in  b ra n d is h in g  h i s  sw ord o r  th e  
d e t e s t a b le  P e t t y  O f f i c e r  H e rb e rt w i l l  
acknow ledge my a u t h o r i t y  on th e  s u b je c t  
and a g re e  w ith  me t h a t  i f  t h e r e  i s  a  s p e a r  
t o  be  d ro p p ed , a  l i n e  t o  be  f o r g o t t e n ,  a  
sp e e c h  m isp la c e d , a  wrong e n t r y  t o  be  made 
o r  a  f i n e  sc e n e  t o  be ru in e d  th e  T h esp ian s

o f  th e  Henry M e ll is h  Amateur D ram atic 
S o c ie ty  -  o f  w hich  I  am ch a irm an  and s o le  
perm anent member -  w i l l  r i s e  t o  th e  
c h a l le n g e .

M. W in f ie ld  (6UA)

1. One mouse f e l l  o f f  a  w a l l ,  what d id  
t h e  o t h e r  do?

Mouse t o  mouse r e s u s c i t a t i o n .

2 . Why i s  a  p ig  i n  t h e  k i t c h e n  l i k e  a 
house  on f i r e ?

The so o n e r  you put them out th e  
b e t t e r .

3 . What i s  b la c k  and w h i te  and r e d  a l l  
over?

A sun  burned  p en gu in .

4 . What i s  r e d  and goes " p u t  p u t"?  

An o u tb o a rd  a p p le .

5 .  What jew e ls  do g h o s ts  wear?

Tomb s t o n e s .

T. Mee (IB)
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/ S ' ••• I tig  EASTER. Pi-Ay

This  y e a r ' s  v e ry  s u c c e s s f u l  E a s t e r  S e r v i c e  was o rg a n is e d  by Mr. B e s t  
and was n o t a b l e  f o r  th e  h ig h  q u a l i t y  o f  th e  m u s ic i a n s h ip ,  s i n g i n g  and 
r e a d in g .  Accompanying th e  S e r v i c e  was a  mimed P a s s io n  P la y ,  a c t e d  by 
f i r s t -  and s e c o n d -y e a r  p u p i l s .  The c a s t  was l a r g e  b u t  each  a c t o r  
a p p e a re d  c o n f id e n t  and a s s u r e d  i n  h i s  movements. Every p a r t ,  l a r g e  o r  
s m a l l ,  was e x c e l l e n t l y  p e r fo rm ed .  Some s e n s i t i v e  l i g h t i n g  and 
p e r c u s s io n  e f f e c t s  a b ly  complemented th e  a c t o r s '  t a l e n t s .  In  a l l ,  th e  
p l a y  d em o n s tra te d  th e  v e ry  h e a l t h y  c o n d i t i o n  o f  drama i n  th e  sch o o l  
and  th e  p h o to g rap h s  below show sc e n e s  in  r e h e a r s a l .

J e s u s  (M .C h i t ty )  i s  b e t r a y e d  by Ju d a s  (T .S m ith )  w h i le  th e  
d i s c i p l e s  (D.Robinson, P.Wragg, P .B e n t l e y )  lo o k  on.

J e s u s ' Agony i n  th e  (Jarden 41



42 CHESS CLUB

T his  y e a r  has  a g a in  seen  a g r e a t  d e a l  
o f  a c t i v i t y  i n  th e  Chess C lu b ,b e g in n in g  
w ith  th e  e n t r y  o f  two sc h o o l  teams in  th e  
N ottingham  S c h o o ls '  L ig h tn in g  Tournament i n  
S eptem ber. The u n d e r-1 3  team o f  Teanby, 
Henson, Tuer and Lo won th e  tou rnam en t,  
p l a y in g  32 m atches i n  two and a h a l f  hours  
o f  which 25 were won, 1 was drawn and on ly  
s i x  l o s t .  In  th e  u n d er-15  s e c t i o n ,  
however, we f i n i s h e d  in  t h i r d  p l a c e .  D uring 
th e  s p r in g  term  an i n t e r - f o r m  l i g h t n i n g  
tournam ent was h e ld  i n  which ev e ry  form in  
th e  sch o o l  was r e p r e s e n t e d .  T h is  proved 
to  be very  p o p u la r  and th e  f i n a l  between 
6 Upper (Pycko, B urgess-W ilson  and T e e l in g )  
and 2B (Teanby, Tuer and P ik e )  r e q u i r e d  a 
r e p la y  b e f o re  th e  match was f i n a l l y  
d ec id e d  in  fa v o u r  of  6 Upper by 5 j  boards  
t o  3 j .

The on ly  o th e r  i n t e r n a l  tournam ent to  
be h e ld  was f o r  th e  f i r s t  forms which 
a t t r a c t e d  an e n t r y  of o v e r  a t h i r d  o f  a l l  
f i r s t  fo rm e rs .  A f t e r  a p r e l im in a r y  
c o m p e t i t i o n , t h e  s i x t e e n  f i n a l i s t s  p lay ed  an 
e i g h t  round Swiss tournam ent i n  which 
B u t l e r  (1A) was p la c e d  f i r s t  w i th  a 
maximum e i g h t  p o i n t s ;  second was H ic k ie  (IB) 
6 p t s ;  t h i r d  Cox (1A) 5 | p t s ;  f o u r th  eq u a l  
Grimshaw (1A), W ith e rs  (1C) 5 p o i n t s .

i o u r  sch o o l  teams have p lay ed  i n  the  
league  t h i s  s ea so n  w i th  on ly  m oderate  
r e s u l t s .  T h is  may be a t t r i b u t e d  in  some 
c a se s  to  i n s u f f i c i e n t  p r a c t i c e .  The 
s e n i o r  team , u n d e r  th e  c a p ta in c y  of Pycko 
( 6UC) s t a r t e d  p ro m is in g ly  enough by b e in g  
u n lu c k i ly  b e a te n  by th e  High School 3^-2 5 
b u t  t h i s  p rom ise was n o t  f u l f i l l e d  and as 
y e t  t h i s  team has f a i l e d  to  win a m atch .
The u n d er-15  and u n d e r-1 3  *B' teams have 
bo th  had ave rage  sea so n s  b u t  th e  u n d er-13  
'A ' team e x c e l l e d  th em se lv es  by co m p le t in g  
an u n b ea ten  sea so n  b u t  u n f o r tu n a t e l y  th r e e  
drawn m atches c o s t  them th e  league  champion­
s h i p .

The h i g h l i g h t  o f th e  sea so n  must have 
been  when fo u r  s c h o o l  team p la y e r s  were 
s e l e c t e d  to  p la y  f o r  N o tt in g h am sh ire  
a g a in s t  W arw icksh ire .  Pycko ( u n d e r - 1 8 ' s ) , 
Bees le y  (u n d e r -1 5 ' s ) , Teanby and Tuer 
( u n d e r - 1 3 's )  a r e  to  be c o n g r a tu l a t e d  on 
g a in in g  t h i s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  h o nour.

F i n a l l y ,  t h i s  y e a r  we have to  say  
goodbye to  h a l f  th e  s e n i o r  team in  the  
form of Pycko, W ill iam son  and B urgess-W ilson  
who a r e  l e a v in g  sch o o l  and to  Fai Lo (2A) 
who has moved to  W a k e f ie ld .  I t  i s  to  be 
hoped t h a t  t h e i r  re p la c e m e n ts  in  sch o o l  
teams nex t sea so n  w i l l  tak e  the  example of 
e n th u s ia sm  f o r  th e  game which th e s e  fo u r  
p l a y e r s  have g iv e n .



G eograph y F ield W eek
On March l 8 t h ,  e le v e n  e n t h u s i a s t i c  

g eo g rap h e rs  s e t  o f f  on t h e i r  lo n g  
jo u rn e y  t o  t h i s  b a r r e n ,  s e r a i - f o r e ig n  
lan d  -  t h e  c o a s t  o f  D o rs e t .  A lthough 
o n ly  a  few o f  u s ,  i f  any, had e v e r  been 
t h e r e  b e f o r e ,  we had t h e  f e e l i n g  we knew 
t h e  p la c e  a l r e a d y  due t o  s e v e r a l  i n t e n s i v e  
weeks' work on t h e  a r e a  b e fo re h a n d .  Many 
o f  us  were e x c i t e d  and lo o k in g  fo rw ard  to  
a  good week o f  s e a  a i r  and freedom  away 
from t h e  r o u t i n e  and  academ ic g r i n d  o f  
s c h o o l  l i f e .  T h is  was an i l l u s i o n  which 
was soon  t o  be d i s p e l l e d  by o u r  two "B ig  
B ro th e r s "  -  Mr. H u tch in so n  and Mr. Bowles.

A f t e r  one n i g h t  t o  s e t t l e  down i n  ou r  
p l e a s a n t  l i t t l e  h o t e l  on t h e  Weymouth 
s e a f r o n t ,  we went s t r a i g h t  t o  work a t  
9 .0 0 a .m .  Tuesday m orning  w i th  o u r  f i r s t  
chance t o  meet t h e  l o c a l  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  
D o rs e t .  S p l i t  i n t o  s m a l l  g ro u p s ,  we 
c a r r i e d  ou t  d e t a i l e d  su rv e y s  on t h r e e  
d i f f e r e n t  v i l l a g e s ,  t h e  names o f  which 
would mean n o th in g  t o  anyone no t  on t h e  
c o u r s e .  T h is  was an e x p e r ie n c e  t h a t  I 
p e r s o n a l l y  w i l l  n e v e r  f o r g e t .  The l i f e  
o f  t h e s e  v i l l a g e r s  i s  i n c r e d i b l y  s im p le  
compared w i th  us  c i t y  d w e l l e r s .  T h e i r  
f r i e n d l i n e s s  and good n a t u r e  h e lp e d  us 
a  l o t  and we found t h e i r  c o l l o q u i a l  
sp ee ch  and ac co u n ts  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  v e ry  
i n t e r e s t i n g  i f  n o t  sometimes even am using.

Back a t  Weymouth, a f t e r  a  s h o r t  b re a k  
f o r  d in n e r  a t  6 . 00p .m . ,  we s t a r t e d  th e  
t a s k  o f  w r i t i n g  up i n  g r e a t  d e t a i l  t h e  
d ay ’ s f i n d i n g s .  At 9*00p.m. we were f r e e  
t o  do what we w anted , w i t h i n  r e a s o n ,  b u t  
Weymouth as  i t  i s  i n  March d i d n ' t  p r e s e n t  
much o p p o r tu n i ty  t o  " P a in t  t h e  Town Red" 
as  t h a t  o v e ru sed  c l i c h e  g o e s .  The 
9 . 00a.m . t o  9 *0 0 p*m. w ork ing  day was t o  
p e r s i s t  a l l  week. At 9«00p.m. we were 
e i t h e r  so  p lag u ed  by w r i t e r ' s  cramp o r  
so t i r e d  t h a t  a l l  many o f  us w anted t o  do 
was e i t h e r  s l e e p  o r  gaze  a t  t h e  s t a r s  and 
v a r io u s  o t h e r  cosmic phenomena.

Wednesday produced  a n o th e r  g r u e l l i n g ,  
h a rd w o rk in g  b u t  n e v e r t h e l e s s  i n t e r e s t i n g  
day i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  o b s e r v in g  a  m u l t i tu d e  
o f  somewhat r a r e  g e o l o g i c a l  f e a t u r e s ,  t h e  
n a t u r e  o f  which would o n ly  b o re  t h e  r e a d e r .

T h u rs d a y 's  work was t h e  b ig g e s t  p r o j e c t  
o f  t h e  week; an i n t e n s i v e  s tu d y  o f  th e  
town o f  D o rc h e s te r ,  which we a t t a c k e d  i n  a  
t y p i c a l l y  m i l i t a r y  f a s h io n  i n  groups o f  
3 o r  4 am ass ing  page upon page o f  
i n fo rm a t io n  and exchang ing  i t  a t  n ig h t  
w i th  d i f f e r e n t  g ro u p s .  At t h e  end o f  t h e  
s u rv e y ,  a p p ro x im a te ly  5 . 00p .m . ,  we were a l l  
w e l l  and t r u l y  ex h a u s te d ,  h a v in g  co v e red  
ev e ry  in c h  o f  t h e  town on f o o t .
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F r id a y  m orning  saw more g e o l o g i c a l  
work and F r id a y  a f t e r n o o n  a  b re a k  from 
r o u t i n e  w i th  a  v i s i t  t o  W i n f r i t h  Atomic 
R esea rch  E s t a b l i s h m e n t .  I n t e r e s t i n g  
though  i t  was, t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  us were 
non s c i e n t i s t s  and t h e  " i n s  and o u ts "  o f  
t h i s  huge t e c h n o l o g i c a l  ach ievem ent was 
f a r  beyond o u r  u n d e r s ta n d in g .

A lthough  we w ere  s e t t i n g  o f f  back  t o  
N ottingham  i n  t h e  m orning we were s t i l l  
k e p t  h a r d  a t  work u n t i l  9 *00p.m. t o  t h e  
s ec o n d .  And, th o u g h  t h e  work was h a rd ,  
nobody com pla ined ,  m ain ly  b ec au se  o f  t h e  
in fo rm a l  and f r i e n d l y  p u p i l / t e a c h e r  
r e l a t i o n s ,  a  t h i n g  which must be promoted 
i f  t h e  l i f e  o f  a  f u t u r e  6t h  form p u p i l  i s  
t o  become b e a r a b l e .

J.W. T h o r le y  ( 6LA)

QUIZ

1. Which planet in our solar system has 
the most moons?

2. What Roman numeral stands for 500?

3. Who wrote the "War of the Worlds"?

4. What gas makes up the main composition 
of natural gas?

5. In 1970, Brazil won the World Cup for 
the third time. In which years did 
she win it before?

6. How many Apollo missions were there?

7. Which is the youngest country?

8. What do the following abbreviations
stand for: C.O.D., K.G., Y.M.C.A.?

9. Who is second in succession to the 
throne?

10. What is Shinto?

11. Which is further, New York to San 
Francisco or San Francisco to the 
Galapagos Islands?

12. Which peak is the highest in England?

S.G. Loud (3B)



THE BIOLOGY FIELD COURSE

Once upon a time a group of sixth-form  
b io log ists  decided to go on a Field Course 
and learn about Ecology; so they looked at 
brochures, f i l le d  in forms, spent money, 
packed th eir  scalpels and set o ff  for 
Betws-y-Coed in  Wales.

They met one sunny morning in an 
enchanted grove called  The Nottingham 
Midland Station. What a strange spectacle  
they wereI Arrayed in  wondrous garments,
funny hats and w e llie s . It took many 
hours to  reach th eir  destination. One of 
the f ir s t  things the intrepid band noticed 
was the rain -  as soon as they got o ff the 
train  i t  came to meet them -  which is  more 
than could be said for the transport to 
take them to th eir  goal i . e .  The Draper's 
Field Centre. As soon as they arrived 
they were shown many different padded c e l ls ,  
one was called  a bedroom, one a laboratory, 
and one a dining h a ll . They learned a lo t  
in  th is  place -  how to survive on daffodils; 
how to detect exposure and most of a l l  that 
Tiger totB are rare in Kent. They had a 
wonderful time squirting water, catching 
squigglies (freshwater invertebrates), and 
eating shaving foam.

Seriously though, we did learn an 
awful lo t about Ecology which we are 
confident w ill sp e ll 'A' lev e l success.
We would lik e  to  thank Mr. Key, as none of 
i t  would have been possible without his 
help.

A.D. Oldfield (6LS)

THE MODEL CLUB

Answers to Quiz on Page V 3 -
1. Jupiter
2. D.
3. H.G. Wells
4. Methane.
5. 1958 and 1962
6. 17
7. Canada
8. Cash on Delivery, Knight of the Gartqr 

Young Mens Christian Association.
9. Prince Andrew

10. The native relig ion  of Japan
11. San Francisco to the Galapagos Island
12. Sea F ell.

Chess Problem  
1. Q,-B1

(See. V-&):
KxN d i s . c h .  ( i f  b la c k  does n o t  
p la y  KxN w h i te  mates w ith  Q-KB4)

2. Q-B5 mate!
B l a c k 's  queen , rook  and pawn a r e  p inned  
and u n a b le  to  c a p tu r e  th e  im pudent queen.

Answers t o  T w is te r s  on Page 5*

Most Friday nights at 3«45p*®* the 
Model Club meets in the Junior Biology 
Laboratory u n til $.00 o'clock. The Club 
is  open to a l l  boys of the School to  
construct th eir  own aeroplanes from balsa, 
or p lastic  k it s . In addition to model­
making some members fight wargames across 
the Biology benches and there are usually  
two games being fought each week. The 
battles fought use a variety of troops 
ranging from Ancient Greeks and Persians 
of the F ifth  Century B.C. to Arabs and 
Isra e lis  of the 1973 October War. The 
Model Club wishes to thank Mr. Hadwen for 
staying behind to supervise these 
gatherings and we hope the Club w ill  
continue to thrive.

M. Bennet (6LA)
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1A S tone 6a C ats
B N otes B S c a t
C Onset C C ast
D Tones D A cts

2A Remits 7A Time
B M itre s B M ite
C M e r i ts C Item
D M is te r D Emit

3A Spat 8A N ets
B P a s t B Tens
C Taps C S en t
D P a t s D N est

4A Dale 9A P le a s
B Lade B P e a l s
C Lead C P a le s
D Deal D Lapse

5A Reigns 10A S ta k e
B R es ign B Takes
C S ig n e r C S te a k
D S in g e r D S k a te .



COMBINED CADET FORCE

March o f t h i s  y e a r  saw th e  Twenty F i f t h  
A n n iv e rsa ry  o f th e  fo rm a tio n  o f a C o n tin g e n t 
o f th e  C .C .F . a t  th e  S ch o o l. >The C .C .F . 
movement had s t a r t e d  a y e a r  o r  so  e a r l i e r  by 
th e  c o n v e rs io n  o f th e  O f f i c e r  T ra in in g  
Corps w hich had o n ly  Army C adets  as members. 
The o th e r  two S e rv ic e s  th o u g h t t h i s  
p r e j u d i c i a l  to  t h e i r  chances o f o b ta in in g  
" o f f i c e r  m a te r ia l "  and so th e  C .C .F . was 
b o rn .

T here have been many changes o v e r th e  
en su in g  tw en ty  f i v e  y e a r s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in  
th e  ty p e  of t r a i n i n g  w h ich , in  e a r l i e r  days 
was dom inated  by 's q u a re  b a s h in g ' and sm all 
Arms T ra in in g  b u t t h i s  h as  now been  la r g e ly  
re p la c e d  by i n i t i a t i v e  and ad v e n tu re  w ork.

The C o n tin g e n t has been  f o r tu n a te  in  
n o t h av in g  to o  many changes o f O f f i c e r s ,  
th e  C.O. h av in g  been  w ith  th e  U n it s in c e  i t s  
fo rm a tio n  and th r e e  o th e r s  s e rv in g  betw een 
f i f t e e n  and tw en ty  y e a r s .  This c o n t in u i ty  
i s  good, e s p e c i a l l y  as i t  i s  now very  
d i f f i c u l t  to  g e t young e n t r a n t s  in to  
te a c h in g  to  ta k e  an i n t e r e s t  in  such a tim e 
consum ing a c t i v i t y .

T h is y e a r  m ost o f o u r u s u a l m ajo r 
e v e n ts  have ta k e n  p la c e .  Summer Camps, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  in  S c o tla n d  f o r  th e  Army and 
R .A .F . S e c t io n s  w ere n o t b le s s e d  w ith  th e  
b e s t  o f w e a th e r and C u lty b rag g an  and R .A .F . 
M ach ihan ish  d id  n o t p ro v id e  th e  f u l l  
programmes t h a t  we have come to  e x p e c t .  The 
N aval S e c t io n ,  as u s u a l ,  d iv id e d  i t s e l f  f o r  
a number o f i n t e r e s t i n g  c o u rse s  w hich has 
been  A d m ira lty  p o l ic y  f o r  th e  l a s t  few y e a r s .

A dven ture T ra in in g  a t  O .T .A . O tte rb u rn ,  
a t  E a s te r ,  was a g r e a t  s u c c e s s .  >The 
w e a th e r , a p a r t  from  fo g  and c o ld  w ind, was 
d ry  and o f te n  sunny . T h is en a b le d  a l l  th e  
e x e r c is e s  to  be c a r r i e d  o u t and an a d d i t io n  
added , w ith  th e  m ounting  o f an a l l  n ig h t  
p a t r o l  a f t e r  th e  c r im in a l  s h o o tin g  o f th e  
O tte rb u rn  Camp Commandant d u r in g  th e  Sunday 
n ig h t .  No C adet was excused  th e  d a y 's  
a c t i v i t i e s  a f t e r  'n ig h t  p a t r o l '  w hich made 
s e v e r a l  r e f e r  back to  th e  o ld  d e s c r ip t i o n  of 
"Arduous T ra in in g " .

T h is y e a r 's  A nnual I n s p e c t io n  took  p la c e  
on 17th  May, 1974. JThe In s p e c t in g  O f f i c e r ,  
C ap ta in  J . J . R .  Osw ald, R .N ., (D eputy 
D ir e c to r  o f  D efence P o lic y )  re p la c e d  an o ld  
f r ie n d  o f  th e  U n it ,  Commodore B. Perow ne.
The Accompanying O f f ic e r s  w ere Wing Commander 
W. C o l l in s ,  D .F .C . ( i / c  C .C .F . a t  H.Q. A ir  
C a d e ts ) ,  L ie u te n a n t  G.H. S te e l e ,  R.N. (from  
H.M .S. C ochrane) and C a p ta in  W.S. B e l l  of 
th e  P a ra c h u te  R egim ent.

Summer Camps t h i s  y e a r  in c lu d e  a v i s i t  
by h a l f  th e  Army S e c tio n  to  M u n s te r la g e r  
w here th ey  w i l l  j o i n  th e  R oyal A r t i l l e r y  
on th e  n ea rb y  ra n g e s .  The r e s t  o f  th e  
Army S e c tio n  w i l l  go to  S t .  M a r t in 's  P la in  
n e a r  ’F o lk e s to n e  and th e  R .A .F . S e c t io n  to  
th e  A p p re n t ic e s ' T ra in in g  S ch o o l, R .A .F . 
H a lto n . The N aval S e c t io n  once a g a in  w i l l  
d i s t r i b u t e  th em se lv es  am ongst th e  many 
u s e f u l  and i n t e r e s t i n g  c o u rse s  a r ra n g e d  fo r  
them .

Once m o re ,a t  th e  end o f a T ra in in g  Year^ 
we th an k  th e  N .C .O . 's ,  who have b o rn e  th e  
b ru n t  o f th e  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  f o r  t h e i r  work and 
lo y a l ty  and hope th a t  th e y  have re c e iv e d  a t  
l e a s t  as much from th e  t r a i n i n g  as th e y  have 
p u t in to  i t .
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THE PUBLIC SPEAKING COMPETITION

This competition was begun by Barry 
Wakefield using an orthodox approach in his 
speeoh on steam engines and culminated 
(fulminated?) with the highly unusual 
methods o f Mark Winfield whose "Hymn to  
Calliope" was delivered with vigour, pomp, 
ceremony and frequent cries of encouragement 
from a madly appreciative audience.

After a number of interruptions by the 
3th form and an equal number of threats by 
Mr. Best to clear the h all of the audience, 
Tim Mee won a hard-fought junior section , 
narrowly beating Edward Allbutt and Steven 
McCauley, with a speech on "Death Carts and 
th eir  Riders".

The f ir s t  entrant in  the intermediate 
section  was Lawrence Murray speaking about 
Martial Arts (which seem to be practised in  
a very crude form throughout the School). 
This was followed by Trevor ("If you want a 
lo t of chocolate") Steeples whose 
impersonations of T.V. advertisements 
formed what was probably the most humorous 
speech yet heard. The winner in  th is  
section  was Ian Foreman talking about 
"Sadism" (e .g . how to k i l l  a cat in the most 
painful way in Six Easy Lessons) and he did 
very well to beat Grenville Williams who 
was resplendent in  memories of his 
triumphs on the rugby f ie ld .

WHITE TO PLAY AND MATE
IN TWO MOVES

S o t o t io A  ors p*£je 4-1*.

M.R. Bennet began the senior section  
with the longest speech in the competition 
en titled  "Modern Humour". This contained 
a number of "semi-witty" jokes (often not 
realised  as such by a numbed and awestruok 
audience),

This speech was followed by Geoff. 
Thomas' "Col. Henry Mellish” , concerning an 
elderly so ld ier who was constantly without 
money and often drank to excess, which 
q u alities eventually led to the creation of 
th is  san ctified  school. Readers w ill be 
happy to re flec t that the Colonel's 
traditions continue to flourish .

David Barlow's speech was en titled  
"The public sartoria l fantasies brought on 
by the humanoid cerebellum" and, after  
lis ten in g  to a l l  s ix  minutes, twenty-one 
seconds of his speech, we were to ld  that 
th is meant "The extremes of dress brought 
on by the subconscious mind".

The fin a l speaker was also the winner 
of the senior section . Mark Winfield 
performed his world-renowned impersonation 
of Long John S ilver (R.N. retd .) and used 
words which the authors of the Oxford 
English Dictionary have never dreamed of.

Finally, our thanks to Mr. Richards, 
a former pupil of th is  school, for 
judging th is  competition with so much 
effic ien cy , s k i l l  and humour.

C. P a rk e r  (4B)



Report on Brian's 
first year with

National Westminster

Brian joined his local South Coast 
branch of National Westminster 
a year ago. He'd got four 'O' 
levels under his belt, but what 
decided him to go NatWest was 
the interview. "They talked my 
language, so it wasn't hard to 
make an impression". Brian ad­
mits that his first fortnight at the 
bank was quite an eye-opener. 
"From being fairly senior at school 
I was suddenly the most junior 
person in the place."

The intricacies of 'statements’, 
'standing orders' and 'proofing' 
took a little time to fathom. But a 
talk with his sub-manager soon 
reassured him that he was appre­
ciated. A bout of 'flu during the 
winter gave Brian an early chance. 
He stepped in as No. 2 in the Ac­
counting Section, and the records 
kept rolling.

Twelve months out of school, 
Brian could speak with authority 
on accounting, computers, and 
foreign exchange—he attended a 
special three-week course in Lon­
don on this. Brian has benefited 
from National Westminster's gen­
eral upscaling in salaries, and has 
collected a merit rise, and birthday 
increase into the bargain Not bad 
for a beginning.

G et th e  w h o le  p ic tu re !  P o st th is  c o u p o n  n o w  for our
b o o k le t. It w ill te ll yo u  all a b o u t yo u r o p p o rtu n itie s  w ith  us, 
p lu s  th e  m a n y  fringe  b e n e fi ts  w ith  th e  B a n k  su c h  as our 
p ro p o s e d  p ro fit-sh a rin g  sc h e m e  for all s ta ff, a sp e c ia l  
h o u se  p u rc h a se  sc h e m e  a n d  in te re s t-fre e  lo a n s  for  
se a so n  ticke ts .

Name

Address

To: M a lco lm  Fortune, N a tio n a l W e stm in ste r  B a n k  Ltd., 
P.O. B o x 2 9 7 ,  T hrogm orton  A v e n u e . L o n d o n  E C 2P  2E S. Tel. no. Age

1 a m  ta k in g !h a v e  ta k e n  th e  fo llo w in g  n u m b e r  o f  O ' A ' C S E

1 tit National Westminster Bank A
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THINKING

about the future ?

S take your claim in it with Boots.
A great company with a great 

reputation. Forging steadily ahead. 
Boots reward ability with good pay 
and profit sharing. Boots believe in 
young management. Opportunities for 
fast promotion.

A big choice of challenging careers. 
Everywhere big jobs to set your sights 
on. In production. In our laboratories.

In o ff ice  m anagem en t. B ranch  
management.

Special training. Or an apprentice­
ship to take you quickly up the ladder 
you choose.

Which ladder for you? Have a 
word with your careers adviser. Then 
come to see for yourself. Together 
we can plan your future into ours.
If you’ve got what it takes.

Personnel Dept ■ Station Street ■ Nottingham
g o o d  p e o p l e  t o  w o r k  w i t h



SISSON & PARKER
LIMITED

A Large and w ell S tocked  Bookshop
with separate departments for 

GENERAL BOOKS 
SCIENTIFIC, TECHNICAL AND EDUCATIONAL BOOKS

Other departments include:—
Stationery, Leather Goods, Prints,
Handicrafts and Artists’ Materials

W h eele r G a te . N ottingham

R EDMAYNES
for

SPORT, CAM PING & TOYS

Send for Catalogue — Free

REDMAYNE & TODD LTD.
CARRINGTON STREET NOTTINGHAM

Telephone 51904



Complete Uniforms for 

the Henry Mellish School

W e stock a full range of schoolwear and 
sports equipment including blazers, trousers 
and suits. Uniform price list is available on 

request.

School Outfitting and Boys’ Wear

Co-operative House 

Upper Parliament Street 

Nottingham

Telephone Nottm. 48253



52 good reasons
1 Accountancy Foundation
2 BA Accounting and Finance
3 Art Foundation
4 Mi Bioloqy
5 BSc Applied Bioloqy
6 HND Applied Bioloqy
7 BSc Buildinq
8 HND Buildinq
9 BA Business Studies

10 HND Business Studies
11 Diploma in Careers Guidance
12 BSc Applied Chemistry
13 HND Chemistry
14 BSc Civil Enqineerinq
15 HND Computer Studies
16 BA Economics
17 BSc Electrical and Electronic Engineering
18 HND Electrical and Electronic Enqineerinq
19 Enqineerinq CEI Part 2
20 Dip AD Fine Art
21 Diploma in Furniture Design
22 Diploma in Graphic Design
23 Health Visitors' Certificate
24 AIPD Interior Design
25 BA Law
26 BA Legal Studies

27 Law Society Parts 1 and 2
28 Diploma in Management Studies
29 BSc Mechanical Engineering
30 HND Mechanical and Production Engineering
31 Diploma in Mech. and Production Engineering
32 HND Mining
33 Diploma in Creative Photography
34 HND Printing
35 BSc Production Engineering
36 Diploma in Productivity Services
37 BSc Quantity Surveying
38 HND Building (Quantity Surveying)
39 Residential Child Care
40 Residential Social Work
41 Social Work Certificate
42 Teacher Training Certificate
43 Teacher Training BEd
44 Teacher Training Post-Graduate Certificate
45 Dip AD Fashion
46 Dip AD Textile Design
47 Dip AD Fashion (Knitwear)
48 Diploma in Textile Technology
49 Diploma in Theatre Design
50 BA Town and Country Planning
51 Diploma in Town and Country Planning
52 BSC Urban Estate Surveying

for choosing a course at 
Trent Polytechnic, Nottingham

For further information please write to the Chief Administrative Officer, Trent Polytechnic, 
Burton Street, Nottingham NG1 4BU. Telephone 0602 48248



jom fjfjoKBmson
EXCURSIONS — TOURS — PRIVATE HIRE 

29 TO 53 SEATER LUXURY COACHES

BRITISH AND CONTINENTAL HOLIDAYS 

TRAVEL AGENT FOR ALL YOUR HOLIDAY REQUIREMENTS.

WHATEVER YOUR REQUIREMENTS — HALF-DAY, 
DAY OR EXTENDED TOUR — WE WILL BE 

PLEASED TO SUBMIT QUOTATIONS

HEAD OFFICE AND BOOKINGS : 
10 BAKER STREET, 

HUCKNALL, NOTTINGHAM 
TEL. HUCKNALL 3972
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COMPLETE 

OUTFITTERS 

FOR THE

SCHOOL UNIFORM
ALSO 

JUNIOR FASHION 

SPECIALISTS

19/23 FRIAR LANE, NOTTINGHAM 

Telephone 45128

BARCLAYCARD AND ACCESS WELCOMED

Printed by Butler & Co., Bulwell —  278929




